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INTRODUCTION. 


I LEFT Louis the Sixteenth on 
the throne mil of health and ap- 
plaufe, a patriot King, an accom- 
plifhed Monarchy living appa- 
rently in the hearts of his peo- 
ple, converling, walking, riding 
with them ; in Ihort, the King 
of the Conftitution, the firft fer- 
vant, the grand funftionary, and 
fupreme agent ; and eight 
A 2 months 
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months afterwards he was ma- 
king his proceffion tlirongh the 
llreets of his capital in a German 
chaife in durance vile with tlic 
Mayor of Paris, amidllthccurfes of 
an innumcraWe multitude, whofe 
refpect for their firft magillrate 
hardly kept them from mingling 
his blood with the blood of- their 
fovc reign. Fortune has been faid 
to turn triumphs into funerals, and 
to make kings fchoolmallers ; 
but here the operation of time 
and chance contributed but little 
to the dethroning of the French 
King, iince it was eafy to fore fee, 
that an adminiftration compofed 
of the head of an old courtier 
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placed upon the llioulders of a 
new liberty-boy muil confift of 
parts too heterogeneous to hold 
firmly together, or to unite cor- 
dially for any period of time. 
From the experience wc have had 
of a political animal fo compofed, 
we may conclude that the head 
of a man upon the body of a wild 
beaft cannot exift, but muft be 
ever held, like the Centaur of an- 
tiquity, truly fabulous. The peo- 
ple who are reprefented by tlie 
body cannot bear to be fubordi- 
nate to the head even of their own 
election ; they grow jealous of 
the hand and the foot, and threa- 
ten to cut off every projeding 
A 3 part 
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part in order to produce a pcrfc<f:t 
equality ; and what is the conie- 
quence of this lopping fyitem, 
why, the machine is rendered 
ufelefs becaufe it has no direc- 
tion, and falls to pieces for want 
of compa<9:. 

* L’Egalite helas ! fi foiivent eft cruclie, 

On Taime, et les hommes font malheurcux par ellc/ 

Since I wrote the above the 
King is no more ; the unoffend- 
ing Louis, the onl^iltman of his 
family who contributed nothing 
to ihe neceflity of a revolution 
ji his dominions, has been loaded 
wh h the accumulated criminality 
of all his houfeholdj and has paid 

the 



the forfeit with his life incurred 
by his cotemporaries and his pre- 
deceflbrs. As he liv^ed without 
offence, fo he may be faid to have 
died without reproach ; for al- 
though he had been tried and 
condemned, nothing having been 
proved againft him, he remains 
innocent even after condemna- 
tion, 

Irrefolution and want of deci- 
lion to execute fevcre meafures^ 
amiable defeats ! were no doubt 
the great bane of his reign ; 
could he have determined early 
in the day to have given Broglio 
the command to march with his 
A 4 fine 
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five and twenty thoufand men 
againft the Pariflans, when it was 
firft propofed to him, he might 
ftill have fat upon his throne. 
The troops were then loyal and 
undebauchcd, and would have 
followed their General, and 
fought for their King ; but three 
days afterwards, when the fame 
General was called upon to lead 
his troops againft the rebels, it 
was then too late, the men’s 
Qiinds had all been poifoned with 
the golden pleafures of the Pa- 
lais Royal ; the Parifians were 
then their brothers and fellow- 
patriots, and they themfelves no 
longer foldiers, but fellow-citizens. 

The 
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The Marechal told the King, 

It was now too late ; it fhould 
“ have been done when you dc- 
“ liberated about it.” 

All remedy in fhort was too 
late, and the government was ir- 
recoverably loll in the boundlefs 
abyfs of expence and depredation, 
haflened, no doubt, and accele- 
rated by the royal fign and feal 
to the treaty with America, to 
which the Kin^ fet his reluftant. 
hand. 

From this prolific fource of 
wretched politics a feiies of trou- 
bles brought the royal victim 

from 
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from the palace to the prifon, 
from the prifon to the fcaffold, to 
be murdered by men, who, with 
the aid of bribery and fuborna^ 
tion, could not prove him guil- 
ty either of death or of bonds. 
The wanton cruelty of condemn- 
ing an innocent man to lofe his 
head for any errors of his reign, 
after having declared him invio- 
lable, retorts the epithet harha7'e^ 
with which this country has been 
branded, upon the French nation 
with double force. The infult- 
ing reafon that has been urged 
for fuch an outrage to humanity, 
is, that it was done to pleafe the 
fovereign miflrefs the mob, to 

whom 
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whom their leaders had pledged 
themfelves to exhibit a public 
Ipeftacle. Thus to compare 
fmall things with great, Fh\mi- 
nius the Proconful, at a great 
flipper which he gave to a favou- 
rite courtezan, ordered a prifoner 
for immediate execution in the 
room where he was at table, be- 
caufe the lady exprefled a delire 
to fee a man’s head cut off. 
‘ Ut jucundius coenarent homo oc~ 
cifus eji' 


It is by no means eafy to fay 
to what motive the abominable 
wickednefs, the atrocious rage is 
to be aferibed, that deprives an 
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innocent monarch of his life, and 
deftines a guiltiels father of his 
people to an ignominious death. 
But the difficulty is confiderably 
increafed when we fay, that it 
was not for an example of terror 
to future Kings, that all the laws 
of jufticc and humanity were vio- 
lated beyond the reach of prece- 
dent ; for the throne was rc- 
verfed, and the monarchy de- 
clared cxtin<St long before the 
^ock trial be^an, or the fentence 
was prepared. If the miferies of 
the country were to be alleviated 
by a total change in its govern- 
ment ; if the evils of a bad ad- 
mihittration were to be remedied 
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l)y a new fyftem ; that fvftcm was 
already adopted ; and required 
no ex pojl faBo facrifice of royal 
blood for its future cftablilh- 
ment. 

Neither was it for the concili- 
ation of parties that this Aiocking 
aft was committed, as it evident- 
ly muft tend to exafperate all 
others but the very perpetrators 
themfelves of the horrid deed, 

r 

and probably alfbrd the means of* 
ftifling the new-born liberty yet 
in its cradle, and making govern- 
ment flow once again in its cor- 
rupted channel. Neither in point 
of expediency can this unpro- 
voked 
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voiced murder be confidered as 
likely to produce any good con- 
fequence to its fhallow contri- 
vers. The tree of monarchy is 
not killed by the Jofs of one 
of its branches ; but, on the 
contrary, to cut out the old wood 
is to make the new more vigo- 
rous ; and thofe, no doubt, who, 
themfelves republicans, are weak 
enough to fupport an indireft 
branch of the houfe of Bourbon 
ia his views upon the empire of 
France, as its protedor, liberator, 
or defender, will do more to re- 
build what they have been pull- 
ing down, than if they had voted 
for the re-inftatement of royalty 

itfelf. 
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Itfelf. Men, who to-day are fo 
fierce and blood-thirfty as to 
plunge their daggers into the 
breaft of monarchy, and to-mor- 
row give their afiifiance to efia- 
blifli a new tyrant, mull have the 
faculty with which Demollhenes 
reproaches the Athenians of ma- 
king mailers for themfelves, and 
whatfoever they may write and 
talk about the fovereignty of the 
people, they like nothing in their 
hearts but the fovereignty of a. 
king. The people of France, 
long accullomed to mifery and 
magnificence, will, as foon as 
their fever lhall abate and the 
cold fit come on, be difgulled 

with 
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with the plainnefs of a republic, 
and grow weary of the level of 
equality. The vaft advantage 
they have acquired in the aftual 
experience of the extremes of 
delpotifm ; the delpotilln of a 
corrupt court, that maintained it- 
felf by ballilles and lettres de ca- 
chet, and the defpotifm of an 
armed mob that ruled with an 
iron fceptre and a bloody pike ; 
the great knowledge they have 
“gained from being eye-witnelTes 
of fuch revolutions ought indubi- 
tably to lead them to that happy 
point where liberty and obedience, 
freedom and fubordination, are 
found in unifon, and live together 
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in the harmony of mutual confi- 
dence. From this eminence, 
fhould they attain it, they will 
difcover that their favourite pro- 
ject of perpetual peace will be 
more likely to fucceed by ruling 
quietly at home, than by any at- 
tempt to make profelytes by 
friendly invafions, or frateri^al 
contributions. Peace, perhaps, 
is beft preferved by a nation that 
is always ready to fight for her ; 
it is to be feared that the maxim 
of the ancient political hiftorian 
is as true now as when he wrote 
it. ‘ Neque quies gentium fine ar- 
miSf neque axma fine fiipendiis, ne- 
Vot. Ih b que^ 



( xviii ) 

^ue J^^endia fine ttihutis haheri 
queunt^ 

But the condudof the French 
is at this moment without exam- 
ple in ancient days or modern 
times ; they cry aloud that they 
are at peace with all the world, 
and carry fire, and fword, and 
forty-five pounders, into their 
neighbours territories. ‘ Ih em- 
hrajfent Us hommes, mats c efi pour 
Us etouffer} They profefs to 
feed all mankind with the bread 
of liberty, but they choak them 
in the^ operation by thrufting it 
down* their throats on the point 
of the bayonet. All their fchemes 

and 
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and plans are calculated to dif- 
turb men’s minds, and in order 
to tear up all fixed notions, and 
fet them afloat, they cut down, 
where ever they go, all religious 
eftablifliments, and plant the tree 
of Atheifm in their ftead. Not 
content with lifting the power 
and majefty of the people over 
the head of lineal fucceffion and 
hereditary right ; not fatisfied 
with extirpating prerogative, they 
proceed to exclufion, depofition, . 
murder, ailaflination, and parri- 
cide. The general fafety of Eu- 
rope is affefted by the introduc- 
tion of fp much enormity, and 
the common interefts of huma- 
b 2 manity 
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ftity dught to unite all men in 
refifting the further progrefs of 
fuch unprovoked hoftilities. 
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LETtER t. 


Paris, 179*.- 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I AM juft arrived in this place, and pro- 
pofe from time to time to let you know 
what 1 am about, and whtlt the munici- 
pality, the fedions, the aftembly^ and the 
court are doing ; but in ^der to connect' 
what I have writtm to ^mu before, with 
what I am going to tranfmit, provided al- 
ways that my letters are fuficred tc pafs, 
VoL. ir. B I in- 
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t intend to give you fome detail of the 
events that have happened fince the ac- 
ceptation, to the end of the year 1 79 1 , in 
order to conncfl the fummer of 1791 
with the fummer of 1792, in fuch a man- 
ner that they may mutually affift in ex- 
plaining one another. This plan of mine, 
which is likely to produce a fecond packet 
of letters, is the enfant trouve of the oc- 
cafion, and which you owe entirely to 
my love of loco-motion and foolilh curio- 
fity. You may fmile probably on reading 
this ; but I can affure you many refufe 
to come hither becaufe they are afraid of 
an eight-foot pike. The travelling, in- 
■deed, is juft as ealy, and as fafe as ever it 
was, and being in the. fummer, with the 
fwaliow^B croupe f juft as delightful. You 
are, indeed, under the neceflity of having 
your pi^ure drawn at the municipality of 
the town you fct out from, which is an 

exa^ 
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cxa6: dcfcription of your perfou, Ibme- 
timesi perhaps, of no great refemblancc 
in difficult cafes, where there is great juft- 
nefs of proportion, and little charafter ; 
for inftance, Alcina’s forehead, fliould fuch 
a one occur. 


‘ Di terfo avorio eta la frontc lieta, 
* Che lo fpatio finia con Kiufta 


But be this as it may, whether you are 
well or ill deferibed, it is no l^finefs of 
your’s, you arc not to vapourJaBufe you 
are pcint en laid^ or rather juftice 

is not done to your ft''3p]||p left you 
fhould be the only fufferer in a court with- 
out appeal. They tell a ftory of a Coun- 
tryman of oiirs, who, though not very 
tall, yet piqued himfelf mucli on knowing 
his esad meafure^ whi^h he had often 
taken at Merlin’s ; and more fo on hold- 
B a in^ 
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itig up his head, and a conAant attentiotl 
to an eredt carriage. This he confidiered 
as abdohttely neceflary, as he was on his 
way to Coblentz, where he meant to of- 
fer his icrvices to the Duke of Brunf* 
wickr Having therefore prefented him- 
felf to the officer to be measured, the offi- 
cer reported, him to the fecretary five feet 
five inches, upon which the Englifliman 
ftared, as if loft in aftoniffiment : “ What, 
Sir !” fays he, to the meafurer, ** is it 
“ poffibie that I can have loft five inches 
“ in croifing the water : I meafured five 
“ feet ten tyjien I left London, and here, 
“ Sir, is th^*certificate -upo!> which he 
pulled out of his pocket otic of Merlin^s 
books, in the blank leaf of which was en- 
tered tire mmfure of Lieutenant — — — . 
I’he officer laid, that was no guide to him, 
and ordered the fecretary to fet down five 
firel'five Inchits. The Lieutenant remon- 

ftsated 
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ftrated violently againft the entry, and 
growing more and more clamorous, when 
another man came in to be meafured, who, 
when he had learnt the caufe of the com- 
plaint on the part of his countryman, 
whifpered him, — That the French and 
EngliUt feet were not the fiime ; but 
** that the Bifliop of Autun, if he Ihould 
“ furvive the prefent confulion, and Sir 
“ John Miller, when he flhould come into 
“ Parliament again, had promiled to make 
them ib.’*-^This fealbnable communi- 
cation quieted the unhappy man, who 
thought he had been curtailed of his fair' 
proportions, and fent him away perfeflly 
fatisfied with his ftature, and the deferip- 
tion of it. 

But after ail this trouble, will you be- 
lieve me, when I declare to you upon my 
honour, thatof tbeten different people who 

A 
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flopped me between Calais and Paris to 
examine my paffport, one only of the 
whole number compared it with my per- 
fon, all the reft read it, and returned it 
into the carriage, whilft I was lying back 
the whole time in the corner of my chaife, 
on purpofe to fee if they would oblige me 
to come forward. 

This negligence, if it continues, v/ill, 
no doubt, facilitate the evafion of many 
an obnoxious ariftocrate who, not being 
able to procure a paffport for himfelf, may 
get off under a borrowed charadcr. 

I am, with great refped, 

And conftant attachment, 
Ever your’s. 


LET- 
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LETTER n. 


Paris, 

It was my intention to have led you 
back a few paces into the laft year in or- 
der to have re-conduded you, as welj as I 
was able, through the labyrinth of political 
intricacies, without, perhaps, being pio- 
yided upon all occafions with an unerring 
clue to regulate my march. But I iind» 
from the prefent ftate of ferment which 
now exifts in Paris, that fome great event 
is likely to take place very Ihortly, which 
may drive me hence, and make it utterly 
impoHible to continue nay narration in a 
regular line through the winter to the 
prefent time ; I fliall, therefore, with yqur 
B 4 per- 
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pernaifnon, jttmp from January tq June, 
and endeavour to give you a Ikctch of the 
leading circutnllances which have b'ought 
xuAtters to the prq^nt ori^s, . when it is 
threatened to put a fpeedy end to the King, 
and the whole of his executive govern- 
ment. 


' • In the tnonth of June Mon^euc San- 
terre^ at the head of fome inhabitants of 
Ih'O ffauxbourg S?. Antoine, armed with 
came K3^the Ademhly to congratu-t 
the decree relative to the twen^ 
ttoi&td &derates.t M. Santerre opened 

the 

i t tfouiy tlioafitadl £eder«toi ymn to ha 

l^oUtnU^r^ frptfij tfre eighty-ttrr^ department*, 
to be encamped under the walls of Pari$, m or^r 
^ defenl A ki cafe of< an lavaftoa. Tlie nationa^ 
gi^t^ cyclai^med viohiwly ag^oft |ha tte- 
crea dwijt nuthoxit^ this meafp^, ptid 6wi» they 
ptepttr people to deftnd Paris, ,aedtho- 

roughj^ 
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the bulinefs, orator of the deputation, 
by obferving, that homage paid to tyrant* 
feated on their thrones, was the tribute of 
flaves, whereas ffeB<Jom prompted men 
to afifembk and unite, in order to draw 
flill clofer the ties of fraternity. Detach- 
ments of troops of the iinc, with General 
Wjttcncoff at t^cir head, filed otF through 
Afferobly j the proceflion was attend- 

pughlf Sufficient fqr the ^rpofe ; Ut the volunteers 
be Sent to the frontiers.— Notwithftanding thefe re- 
laoiiRranees the national guards were brought over 
to approve the decree, and made to believe there 
pould be no falvation for the country without an 
immediate executiop of it. The King’s xefufal to 
fandion this decree was made a handle to convert 
the Parifian guards. In the mean time the King’s' 
own conftitutional gpards of hoife and foot, iboo 
in all, were exchanged fbr a volunteer guard of the 
(itizens. The MinifttU’S. Servan aod Roland, alfo, 
who had propofed the decree to Uie AfTet^Iy, and 
had been diftnilTed by tte King, tvere highly ap. 
plwdtd, and it vas decreed, that when they kSt 
the ]Vllhii|iy, they carried with them the regretd cf 
jhe people. a 
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ed with martial Ittiufic and (a Ira. The 
jforeignerS in the gallery acquired a clear 
idea from this fort of pageant of the in- 
fluence of the King in railicaiy matters, 
and how much the bead of the conflitu- 
tion had to do with the difpoiidon of the 
army. 

Mademoifclle d’Eon writes a letter to 
the AlTembly, in which fhe informs the 
nation that (he has diipofed of her female 
attiie, weaiy of being in a charafter, 
which, though her own, (he wa^ impa- 
tient to throw off; accordingly fhe had 
difpoftd of every thing but her uniform, 

« 

her arms, and the precious MSS. of Mare- 
chal dc Vaul>an, and was ready to fervc 
ihe^ nation, not in the mockery of a civil 
jsjgeanf, but in the adual fervice pf the 
troops* of — This lady, whofe 

wit and tSBrurage are for the mo|f part 

above 
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above her fex, would wllingly hive josui 
cd with Plato ia thanking God that Iho 
was born a man and not a woman ; file 
brings to my mind continually the words 
of an ancient, in the prayer of Castiis to 
Neptune. 


Da fppmina nc fim, 

Omnia prseftabis, Ov# 

M. Delfaux gave the Aflembly an ac- 
count of a wretch who appeared pofiefied 
with the Ipirit of a regicide, worfe and 
more inveterate than Damiens. His cry 
was againft the inhabitants of the Chateau 
of the Thuilleries, whom he defcribed as 
about to fall by the poignard of patriotifnr. 
He flood on a ftool at the door of the Af- 
fembly in the garden, and preached to a 
numerous audience, la chuie de Vidole 
des Francois. The Houfe ^id but little 
attention to this denunciation of the threats 

of 
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ef a vagaboiKli^ though againil the head of 
the ttcailitutha^ Tbev were with other 
tliwgs te&^d to the executive power, as 
not eoming properly befons the Aficmbly, 
apcl grange to tell, after having been 
brought as it were into court, and the 
folding doors of juftice fliut upon them, 
they made their efcape through the 
wicket. ' 

tJpon the fubjeft of arms, which are 
hy no means in great abundance in this 
country, or fufficient for the demand, it 
yras decreed, that none ihould be exported 
aa pajn of leixure, and fifty Hvres forfeit 
fhould he paid ftw every gun, piftol, 
^Word, iabre, couteau de \ and 
tii^tajitODS marked A. N. arme nathnaU^ 

n 

^di^cihnted to every peafan^ neat' 
theisilptn- 


M* Sicr- 



M. Servan, the cx*minifter of war, ide- 
fires the A^embly to grant hiift his 
tuSf that he tnayfiy to the frontiers, where 
he wiflies to ferve his country as a fol** 
dicr, though not perroitted to do aU the 
good he hoped and intended in his civil 
department. M. Duflkulx: fang ]S|. Sen* 
van’s praife, chough he had been dtfmiSed 
on the petition of eight thoufand national 
guards ; he demanded of the Aflembly a 
decree, that M. Servan had left the lervicc 
with regret on the part of the nation. M« 
Guadet did the fame thing, and added, 
that M. Narbonne had been impeached, 
but M. Servan had not, except by the 
enemies of the coniKtuddn. When,’* 
cries M. Guadet, ** will theie intrigues 
** have an end I”—**; When 3?ou pleafe 
replies a well-known voice, which iilencetlf 
M. Guadet, and he fat down. 
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'The King’s letter was read, in which 
his Majefty defires the Prefident to in- 
form the Aflembly that he had replaced 
the war-miniftcr by M. Dumourier, and 
the minifters of the interior department 
and the public contributions, M. M. Cla- 
viere and Roland, by M. M. Mourgucs 
and NaUlac. 

M. M. Claviere and Roland acquaint 
the Aflembly by letter that they have been 
dilmifled, and M. Roland inclofes a copy 
of his famous letter to the King. This 
letter feemed to be calculated to extort 
from the Aflembly their difepprobation of 
his difmiflicHi* 

M. DumouriiSr fiidt himfdf treated with 
contempt on his entrance into the houfe t 
he began hiL miniftry by reading a letter 
la^yetce ; he then entered more 

imme- 
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immediately on his own o$ce, in whidb 
he fhewed how much his prcdeceflbif 
had left him to do. He obferved, -that, 
the Affembly had voted certain com* 
pliraents to the eiufting troops, but had 
forgot to point out the refources for the 
maintenance of thefe additional men and 
horfcs. The queftion on this jftatement 
was, who was in fault, M. Servau, whom 
the Affembly had taken leave of with re* 
gret, or M. Dumourier, who had denied 
the exigence of proper means to carry on 
the war ? 

Tumultuous debates enfued) and a de*> 
cree, ordering a committee of twelve m 
inquire into the ftate of the fortifications, 
and to examine all the accounts of the 
miyillers of war down from Duportail in'* 
dufively to the prefent time# 


LET* 
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LETTER HI. 


M. CIlERON ptopoled, as an addi- 
tional article to the fapprelHon of all feu>^ 
dal rights withoilt indemnification, not ac- 
quired une concejjwn de fonds^ to de* 
clare all property to belong to the nation, 
to which no title could be made out. Im- 
memorial pofiTefiion, or the ihief 'rents of 
iiumberlefs years, would be no bar to this 
rule, and never to be cpnfidered as a title. 
In ccmfirmation, as it were, of this doc- 
trine, certain frjends of the conllitution 
from Bouzonville addrefs the AfiEembly, 
and befeeoh it to icour the land of the re- 
'mains of its feudal ^lil ; and at the ikne 
time Undjf^iy of an addrefs to the King, 

which 
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“wbicfe it to the ^Aflembly. Thefe 
friends of tdys arc well inforioed 

that the llmmenes |re a dejjoi of arras 
againit the conIHttitioa ; they advife the 
King to quit 1th®/throao» or to fupport it 
at the price of his ialdo^ warn 

lam agatni^ being glided by the cottociis 
of a Woman, who by her fits? ia'proih^iM 
from all iii$crfereac« with the adminiilra* 
tioa of the eoHhtrj^/ I’bdy recoraownd 
to bim^toiaa^ion thedjtotee of cheprieils, 
if he wllhesto prefer^Slft their eUtHisita, and 
their pirttfe<Sl^Qai ai^ hw pmwp* This 
letter is ipwch «i ihc ilyte oif EolAftd, and 
on the &m filled, thou^^^fa^bfpUcIt, 
and lets conftHtt«^^ yifif wJU t^rve, 
ill ordeir yiidr,i»||td the chain 

fif ^ fome 

gerih' d^jbkjf shU'iddrisfs ‘and this 

wm pr^tow^ViW 
ikttMf eti''tihjr yfifibetr^h'of thb mejrti 
Vot. E C 



to Ue i^neft of twe^ 


0y qii4!t8! 'lSBt«ne«n M. Uiiingew 
OOl^Ot « ptcHott tod Jcooeati, a de> 

i^^«i Ibor hours, 

^ «meh k A^^ed, io ovideBoe, that a 
etoniiiii|<£dd^''l' with the fiat 

liHiMi otl Hit #;9e4 pt eiMf dmn^ d platte 

iptM ^!hat is, what ufcd 

> 

tlttit llPhtn ipPdA eottte to a 

^ 9 .4m m J*. b k . '^ 


fwve mooghc 
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the fptHftof ^he 

ans fo far* mm their MtM In 

defe^ cbeii^ Qj^, Mt tkef catWhl 
hroQglht to defemi thenalelvco. . 


If the tage 'fof« hoofes 

Wem a$ gteot «t Fat^sjos^jat liOtidofli, the 
gmot ci (he Neiipoai A%]^jF«ioMi 
loj wbuid he of eoojhdeiahte valtKe^ ^hot 
as it is, it .has' more leiein^hoM^e to die 
r^rAftaeiOrVoyttetheeet^ 
eonfers, toere hoooots*. tha^ M. 

PallorBt ca«he ^Nrward ipWtiwitie the 


ek>gB of the $}ear JPaUoy, who j^ofttxdmted 
to the deftroftkw of t^er thh 

gacQs had beeii^^i^d^ 'ganpah hao 
fobmitted^ tod ]|D(?emoff^;a^|ilj||^(i^ 
Bet 

Bxm'of ithe esrfHe fe> bei^ df *h» 
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the ^Ubn. M. Paftom concluded bis 
fpeech bj propoling, that a fquare lliould 
be marked out on the ground of the BaA 
tillc, and in the midfl: of it a pillar fhovild 
be railed, furmounted hj a ftatue of liber- 
ty ; and that the whole fliould be called 
la fdace de la liberte. The firft ftone be 
propofed Jbo lay on the fourteenth of July 
next. In the mean time artifts jfhould be 
invited to (end in their plans to be exa- 
anined and compared, and the moft eligi- 
ble to be fixed on. This propofal was 
fan£tioned by a decree, and the Affembly 
moreover granted Monfieur Palloy a por- 
tion of the tenitory of theBaftille, as an 
acknowledgement of. the gratitude of the 
* nation towards him. 

The news from the army is of no great 
oonliquence. General Luckner has quit- 
ted his poft near Lifle, and advanced to- 

vrards 
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wards Menin. M. de la F ayette remains 
ftill iu the environs of Maubeuge ; a let- 
ter was read from this General on the 
13th, giving an 'account of an attack on 

i 

his advanced guard, and concluding with 
the dilaftrous news of the accidental death 
of his great friend and director, as well in 
Europe as America, M. Gouvion, who 
was killed by the oblique ftroke of a re- 
flcifled ball from a iieap of (Vones on one 
lide of him. IVf. de la Fayette’s grief ap- 
pears, and no doubt is, of the lincereft 
kind, as his expreffions fufficiently war- 
rant; for what can be more calamitous 
than to lofe the counfellor, and director of 
all one’s fucccEful actions, and to be left 
like a boy, a mere Telemachus without a 
Mentor. The AflemhSy had loon occa- 
fion to read another letter from this Gene- 
r-al on another fubjeft of an oppohtc na- 
ture, the peril of the (late from its enc- 
C 3 mies 
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mies within and without, which it was 
the duty of the Aflembly to avert by a 
juft and conftitutional exertion of the 
power lodged in their* hands. In the 
courfe of this letter he declaims violently 
againft the reign of the Jacobins, and the 
rdgn of the clubs which ought all to fub- 
mit to the government of the law and its 
conftituted powers. M. Dumourier is al- 
ready turned out of the place of Secretarjr 
at War, and is fucceeded by a friend of M. 
de la Fayette, M. Delajard, ancien Aide- 
Major-general of the Parifian army. M. 
Meurgues and M. Naillac arc in the lame 
difgrace. M. Naillac is fucceeded by M. 
de Charabonas. M. Duranthon has ftill 
the feals : M. Duport du»Tertre is never- 
thelefs talked of for that place. 

The converlation of all fides runs much 
upon?4lMK/-King*s refulal to fign the two 

decrees 
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decrees againft the non-juring priefts, and 
the camp of twenty thoufand. The 
Fauxbourgs of Sr. Antoine and St. Mar- 
ceau, with Santerre at their head, are 
brewing mifchief hourly, and threaten to 
come with their pikes and hatchets, and 
plant the tree of liberty in the paved court 
of the Thuillerics, and oblige the King to 
fandion the decrees. I make no doubt 
but the train is all ready, and laid even to 
the door of the Km g*s apartment, and that 
thefc new exertions of the fons of free- 
dom will produce fervitude and captivity 
for the Houfe of Bourbon, 


C4 


LET- 



t 24 ] 


letter IV. 


The King’s letter to the National Af> 
fenobly has announced M. de Chambonas, 
Marechal de Camp, for the department of 
foreigtt affairs, and M. Lajard, for the 
war-fecfetary. M. de la Fayette’s letter 
to the Aflembly now came under difcufr 
fion. The galleries applauded M. Vergr 
niaux for faying, that no General (hould 
be permitted to addrefs the Aflembly, but 
•through the Minifler, as the advice of an 
officer having the command of an army 
came in the fo^m of a law. A violent 
tumult prev^pted members from being 
heard. A^Guadet infifled on it that the 
letter.,i9W|f^not written by de la Fayet|e ; 

that 
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that his fignature, le blanc Jelng de M, do 

la Fayette, was at Paris for the pui^ofe of 

thofe of a certain diabolical faftion, who 

wiHied to fill up the blank with their own 

language, and to inculcate their favoaritc 

doctrine that the King was inviolate, and 

ought qot to be forced or treated with 

outrage : the fentimenrs of the letter are 

not the fentiments pf M* de la Fayette. 

He well knows that when Cromwell held 

# 

a language hmilar to that of the letter — 
Here he wgs interrupted by hifles and by 
applaufe that deafened iHe Aflembly ; the 
order of the day could alone reftore the 
calm. M. Louis Calas petitioned at the 
bar for afliftance to pay his father’s debts, 
which were referred to a committee. M. 
Francois de Nantes, who waiii in the chair, 
could not refill the opportunity of a fliort 
Philippic^ which he hurled with all his 
force againll facerdotal intrigues and parr 

liamentaiy 
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liameritary tyranny. The great bufincfs 
is ftill in hand, we arc now at the nine- 
teenth. The military citizens of the bat- 
talion of Saint Andre dcs arcs, obtain leave 
of the Afkmbly to pknt a Mny-pole at 
their door; four deputies are ordered to 
aflifl: at the cerenaony. The petitioners 
return after having finiflicd their work, 
make a fpeech, pafs through the hall with 
martial mu|ic, and are honoured with a 
fitting. M. Duquefnoy informs the Af- 
fembly that the King is either a traitor, 
or be is not ; that he either fees, or does 
not fee, the villains that furround his per- 
foq and his throne^ If he is really blind 
to the truth, it is high time that he fhould 
be told that the (bvercign people arc dif- 
contOnted wiih his pondu^:. The mur- 
ftiurs of the Hpufe and the clapping of 
the galleries^/ildnced M, Duquefnoy. M. 
Condorcet pi^pofed to bum inliantly all 
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the titles of nobility, and all the genealor 
gies that were to be found in the public 
offices, as a feu de joh to celebrate the an- 
niverfary of the 20th of June. M. Du- 

ir. ourier having obtained leave to go to 
the army, expreffed a wifh that a cannon 
ball might n^e all his odds even, that 

is, cou^ de cannou concilie toutes les 
opinions fur fon compte. This alludes to a 
certain deficiency in the fecret fervice- 
money which was entrufted to him on 
bis coming into office, 

The Minifter of Juftice announces by 
letter to the Allembly, that the King has 
put his veto, or le Roi examiner to the 
two decrees agalnft the priefts and the 
camp. He likewife fends the Aflembly 
a plan for maintaining the public peace. 
M. Vergniaud oppofed the reading of this 
paper, it was neverthelefs read, and the 

pur- 
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purport of it was to inform the Affcmbf/ 
that the citizens of the Fauxbourgs of St. 
Antoine and St. Marceau had alked leave 
to aflemble to-morrow, the twctttietb of 
June, clad in the lame drefs they wore 
in 1 789, in order to go to the Thuilleries, 
and prefent underarms, both to thelegifla- 
tive body, and the King, certain petitions. 
The Miniftcr of the interior adds, that 
the Council-General of the Commons 
had palled on, upon this demand being 
made, to the order of the day, a«id the 
dire£lbry, having coufidered that the lav? 
permits no more than twenty petitioners 
at a time, and thofe without arms, had de,.- 
termiued that the Mayor, the Municipa,- 
lity, ^nd General-Council, Ihould take 
every preemtion of prudence and of force 
to prevent the aliemhling of the citizens. 
The National Aflembly pafled on to the 
order of the day without takitJg any no- 
tice 



C ] 

rice of this information. A deputation of 
the direilory of the’ department of Paris 
being admitted to the bar, M. Rederer 
laid, that the aflembling of aimed men 
exifted at this moment in fpite of the law, 
the municipality, or the diredlory ; that 
tlieir defign was to plant the tree of li- 
berty, and pay their. rel^dls to thcAf- 
lembly. A patriotic evening journal had, 
indeed, announced that it was their inten- 
tion to plant »« an afpin-tree, at 
the entrance of the Thuilleries : (a great 
laugh) that there was too much reafon to 
fear that thele things would take place, 
and, therefore, the Minifter of the inte- 
rior department requelled that orders 
might be given for troops to keep off the 
crowd from the Palace. 

The deputation was invited to fit — M. 
Yergniaud law nothing but mere patrio- 

tifm 
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tifm in this troop of armed citizens, and 
as others had been be'fore admitted to the 
Hopfe, he thought thefe could not be ex- 
cluded but with an ill grace. If they 
thought there was any danger in prefent- 
ing the petition, they might fend a depu- 
tation of fixty members from the Alfem- 
bly’of the nation. It was to no purpofe 
that M. M. Gilbert and Thorillon infifted 
on it, that the armed citizens were in ac-*^ 
tual rebellion at that moment ; or that 
M. Dumolard endeavoured to enforce the 
decret which confines all deputations to 
ten citizens without arms* of that he la- 
boured CO convince the Houfe that neither 
the Aflembly nor the King were free, if 
th^y were to be affailed by force, and 
taken thus by ftorrh. This and every 
thing of the fort was received with hifles. 
In the tnean time, M. Santerre writes to 
the Aflfembly, and demands leave for the 

inhabi- 
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inhabitants of St, Antoine and St. Mar* 
ceau to be admitted to the bar ; that they 
were celebrating the anniverfary of the 
Jeu de Paume, and were the true originals 
of the fourteenth of July. M. JLafource 
fays, he is charged by the orator of the 
deputation to inform the Houfe, that the 
armed petitioners wifhed to file off before 
them, that they had, indeed, an addrefs 
to prefent to the King ; but not chufing 
to go to the caftle, they begged to leave 
it to the perufal of the legiflative body. 
This feint fucceeded, and the Prefidcnt 
announced, that eight thoufand petitioners 
were ffeady to pafs through the Houfe. — 
Eight thoufand, fays M. Calvet, and we 
are only feven hundred and forty-fiv^! 
let us break up the fefhon, it is high 
time. — M. Ramond obferved, that the 
law was the divinity of the people, and 
that it would be a lpe<5lacle worthy of all 

Eu- 
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.Sorope, if fhe people would Ihow tljeti* 
fuhmI/JIoii by IcHving their arms at the 
door ; but this language was treated with 
icora from every part of the Houle above 
and below. The decree palled and the 
people entered. The orator at the head of 
the deputations harangued the Afl'cmbly 
in a furious fpeech againll: the King, and 
told the national reprelentatlves — que le 
peuple ejl dabout^ et pret a fe fervir de 
grands moyens pourvenger la majvjli du 
peupk mtragee. — ^The Prefident made a 
very civil fpeech abput the patriotifm of 
the people, and then came on the great 
quellion, whether they were to Ife per- 
mitted to pafs through in arrits ? This 
sfas a matter of great moment lo the peti- 
tioners, who on coming out of the J'la- 
tional Affembly woultf arrive immediately 
at the teriface of the Femllans, and go 
from liiencc to the palace without, the 

ftnailell 
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fmalleft obft^'uflion from the iroops in tha 
fquares of Louis quinze, Vendome, or the 
Caroufel. The debates were at firft vio- 
Jent, but at laft the oppoiition yielded to 
noife and numbers, and the prayer was 
granted. Here began the long march of 
men, women, and children, clad in every 
poffible variety of drefs, often ragged and 
in tatters. At their head you faw M. M. 
St. Huruge and Santerre in uniform. 
This conftitutional detachment was arm- 
ed with halberds, pikes, feythes, fwords, 
fpits, hatchets, flicks with blades tied on 
ro them with packthread, ornamented 
with ribbands and devices in three colours, 
and crowned with red woollen caps. Wo- 
men brandifhed their fabres, and children 
fliook their knives. Tw'o men bore a fort 
of flandard ending in fomething like an 
old pair of black breeches torn, and much 
out of repair, in the front was, * vhent 
VoL. II. D les 
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h fans cuhttts in the reap, * le feuple 
ejl las defouffrir another flan da rd- bear- 
er carried a cairs-heart on his pike with 
a ticket on which was written, * cccur 
d' Arijiocrate? The proceflion with 

drums, mufle, and the air, ca ira, Ja/led 
two hours, and at the end, M. Santerre 
prefented the Aflembly with a banner, in 
acknowledgement of the favour done to 
the inhabitants of St. Antoine. The Pre- 
fident accepted the prefent, and in return, 
communicated to the people the news of 
Courtray’s being taken, and that the in- 
halxiants had fliouted, ‘ Vive la Nation 
Tranqoife' The armed citizens loon ar- 
rived at the gates of the Palace through 
the gardens of the Thuilleries, and forced 
their paflage wherever it was obftruded, 
by breaking locks, and cutting through 
doors. At five o’clock the hall of the 
Manege was full of members who had 

quitted 
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quitted it at half after three. M. Beauca- 
ron fald, the King was in danger, and pro- 
pofed that the Aflembly fhould goto him. 
A voice Cried, Ah, bah ! bah ! and M. 
Thuriot {aid, he could not be in danger in 
the mid/l of his people. — M. Beugnot an- 
fvvered, it is not the people, but a ban- 
ditti. — Let him behave himfelf well, faid 
Tiniriot, and the people will not trouble 
him. — A deputation was decreed, and 
twenty-four members were ordered to 
wait on the King. M. Dumas entered at 
this moment, juft come from the Palace, 
and reported that a great number of arm- 
ed men had taken poffeffion of the apart- 
ments after having forced the guard, and 
that the King was in imminent danger ; 
he is threatened, aflailed, and infulted, 
continued M. Dumas, and he has a red 
woollen cap upon his head. The galle- 
ries Ihouted with applaufe, and vocife- 
D 2 rated 
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rated a l^as^ ^ has., a has. On one (idc 
the members infifted that the cap of liber- 
ty had nothing humiliating in it, or un- 
worthy of a King. M. Turgand came 
next and faid, that the people had carried 
cannon even into the apartments, but had 
received the deputies with great refpedl: ; 
that the King had appeared at a window 
with the red cap on his head ; that the 
cry was, Let the King fandiou the de- 
crees. — M Lafource was pofitl’ve that the 
King was In no danger. — M. Leopold 
faid, that the Affembly would never 
think him in danger till he was affaffi- 
nated. — M. Ifnard now returned from the 
firft deputation ; he faid, the people had 
demanded a repeal of the Veto ; that the 
King, mounted on a chair in the recefs of 
a window, had told them, that they need 
not doubt of his preferving the conllitu- 
tion inviolate. M, Brunck faid, that when 

he 
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he had penetrated to the King he got on a 
chair, and told his Majefty that he came 
deputed from the Aflembly to maintain 
the liberty of the cotiftitution, and partake 
of the dangers with which he was fur- 
rounded ; (deep murmurs) that'^^’ie King 
had anfwered — I am fully fenfible of the 
attention of the National Aflembly, but 
you may afl'ure them how perfedlly I am 
at eafe in the midfl: of my people.— M. 
Dalloz alfo reported the words of the 
King on his. endeavour to conlble him ; 

I'honime gtii a la confctence pure ne 
“ craint ricn — r-and taking the hand of 
a grenadier he placed it on his heart, voy^ 
t’z, dit-il, s'il bat plus fort qu'a V or- 
dinaire, Perhaps you think I fhould be 
infenfible to the fublimity of heroifm in 
great perils, if I did not admire this beha- 
viour in a man whom 1 have fufpeded of 
cowardice, and accufed of want of epu- 
D 3 rage 
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rage and decifion. The higheft compli- 
ment I can pay Louis feize is tp fay, that 
he brings to my mind an aft recorded of a 
gal/ant heio of our owxi, the intrepid Sid- 
ney, when he bared his arm in court, and 
invited the judge and counfel to try by 
aftuaJ experimcDtf if his pulfe did not 
beat as regular!/ as their own, and 


Make as healthful mufic.’’ 


Next came M. Pethion out of breath, 
and apparently under a great alarm, ap- 
prehenfive that the tumult of that day 
would be laid to his charge, and he fliould 
be acculcd of being in the plot, which, 
in faft, M. Boulanger did not fail to do. 
M. Ducos called on M. Boulanger to lay 
open the confpiracy, and M. Boulanger 
was proceeding to do it, but was not per- 
mitted, the order of the day fhut up his 
I mouth. 
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mouth. The Mayor having quieted tho 
Aflembly by affuring them there was no- 
thing illegal in mixing the mulkets of the 
commiffioned guards, with the pikes, hal- 
berds, and cannon of the non-commiffion- 
ed ; and though leave had been at firft 
rcfafed by the municipality to prefent a 
petition fwor^pii hand, yet, as the inten- 
tion w’as purely civic, aud the people were 
obftinately bent on the meafure, he had 
contrived to obviate all the bad efFeds of 
it by blending them with thelbldiery, and 
this the piunicipality had a right to do. in- 
dependent of the department. All now, 
he had the fatisfadion to inform the 
Houfe, was quiet, an4 the royal apart- 
ments perfedly evacuated, and nobody 
had been hurt or infulted, no mifchief had 
been done, and the King himfelf had no- 
thing to cqmpkin of. Not one word of 
all this yras true, but it pafied w^hoot 
P 4 contra- 
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coatra^idion. at that moment, becaufe 
thofe who were willing to tell the truth 
were not: fnffered to /peak. M. 4^Aver^ 
hoult and M. Boulanger, did at laft, how- 
ever, contrive to be heard, when they laid, 
that if to force your way like an arnrcd 
pioneer into a man’s houle, was to enter 
it peaceably, then to break through with 
hatchets, and clubs, and levers, might 
be called entering with good intentions. 
The King’s letter put an end to this con- 
ver&tipn. M. Lamarque infilled on it, 
that a letter from the King ought not to in- 
terrupt the deliberations of the legiflative 
body, and the letter was accordingly re- 
ferred to the committee of twelve. The 
purport of the letter was to defire the Af- 
ibmbly to maintain the conllitution, and 
ieeure the inviolability of the hereditary 
reprelentatives of the nation. This letter 
produced, with the afliflance and adivity 

of 
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of the mittifter, M. Terrier Mondel, a 
-decree of the National Aflembly, that in 
future no citizens in arms, on what pre» 
tence ibever, fhouJd be permitted to pre- 
fent therafelves at the bar of the Houle ; 
and they might have added, or mix them- 
felves with the ^national troops : for this 
expedient of M. Pethion is direfUy in op- 
pofition to the 4th and 5th article of the 
4th title of the conititution, 


ILET- 
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LETTER V. 


The end of a conipiracy againfl: the 
executive government .muft be fooncr or 
later fatal to the royal family. It is not 
difficult to forefee that if the public is de- 
termined to have no King, and to get rid 
of the monarch, it is as eafy, as Ca‘far 
laid to Metellus, for them to do it as to 
declare it. ^But I make no doubt that you 
expefl to hear by every poft of the King’s 
having been murdered, and the whole fa- 
mily put to the fword. Indeed, for my 
own part, when I confidcr the fanguinary 
temper of the fadion that governs Paris, 
and the eafe with which the people exe- 
cute their bloody orders ; when I look to 

the 
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the Thuilleries, and the King fur- 
rounded by a diicontented populace ex- 
cited by every exiting art to ads even of 
(laughter and of regicide, I can only ex- 
prefs my aftouifliment that no daring fa- 
natic hand has yet executed his coramif- 
fion ib far as to remove the great obftaclc 
to the wifhes of the governors, and lay 
the way open by a happy coup de main to 
that more equal form of policy which 
they ar.e ftretching every nerve to obtain. 

But the fad is, that however eafy this 
may appear, the mod: violent of the Jaco- 
bins dare not attempt it by any dired 
means, that is, by a regular commiffion 
given to this man or that man, but rather 
wifli the thing to be done by fbtne ftrokc, 
as it were, of chance, not aimed appa- 
rently againft the perfon of the King, & 
that he might be taken offasRoflius was, 

quafi 



[ 3 

quaji nullo negotio, as eafily as a man who 
is fqueezcd to death in a crowd, or car- 
ried away in a battle by a random (hot. 

As it was well known at the caftle that 
the populace were coming to force the 
King to fandion the two favourite decrees, 
proper difpofitions of defence had been 
made to reprefs, if pofiible, the excefs of 
the torrent. An order was given to keep 
the gates (hut, but (till the gate, of the 
Pont Royal was fome how or other left 
open, and the crowd entered, and was 
with the greateft difficulty diflodged by 
the whole force of a conlidcrable detach- 
ment of the national guard. As foon as 
the news came that the armed bauds were 
filing off through the National Aflcmbly, 
an order was given to (hut the gates of 
thexafUe, in oppofition to the opinion of 
penenjl Roinainvilliers, who delired they 

IPight 
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might remain open. At two o’clock' the 
prbceffion arrived at the gate of the Cotir 
de Manege, and with cries of vive la na^ 
tiony a has le veto, d has la Calotte^ or* 
dered it to be opened : the guards refifted, 
but the municipal officers en echarpe with- 
in joined in the order of the people, and 
the gates were thrown open. From that 
time till eight o’clock the apartments of 
the Thuilleries were filled with the fans 
culottes, who could not be prevailed upon 
to evacuate the Palace but by the Mayor 
in perfbn. The firft words that were ut- 
tered on breaking into the King’s apart- 
ment were, ou ejl-il ce b — ? During the 
four hours that the multitude took in paf- 
fing in review before the King, many 
thruft their infcripiions almoft into his 
face, that is, held them up for him to 
read ; on one was, ‘ tremble tyrari. An 
inftant before the bonnet rouge was given,; 


to 
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to the iCiog, which had been handed to 
him from a day-labourer at a great dif- 
tauce, and by a municipal officer at 
echarpCy M. Mouchet, a voice was heard, 
il faut qu'il prenne le bonnet dc la Ubertiy 
nous le poignarderons^ 


LET- 
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LETTER VI. 


I USED in my former letters of laft year 
to fay foraeihing upon a variety of fubje<9:s 
as they came in review before me, but at 
the prefent moment, big with the future 
fete of the country, it is not fo neceflary 
to run about the town and colleft curiofi- 
ties which are all to be found in one or 
two places, the National Adembly, or the 
Jacobin *club. The attelier or work-fhop 
of the arts exifts no longer in this city : 
there are no workmen ; you can’t get a 
chair, or a table, or a glafs, or any one ar- 
ticle of luxury. 


The 
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The Thuilleries, which lately were the 
plealant places of the metropolis, are now 
more like gardens in Africa than in Eu- 
pe. jSliquId monjlrifemper alunt. There 
is ever ibme difturbance ,or Ibme unnatu- 
ral tumult breeding in them. As to the 
caftle itfelf it is turned into a prilbn, and 
looks like Rowe’s delcription of the palace 
of fufpicion. 


* Methinks fufpicion and miftru ft inhabit herc^ 

‘ Staring in meagre forms through grated windows»* 


As thefe relations are not very picafing 
or fatisfadory, I leave them to puffue the 
fhread of the parliamentary tranfadions, 
which, if not always brilliant, are ever 
new, curious, and truly interefting. The 
hiftory of what paffes in the National Af- 
fembly is, in fad, the hiftory of France 
at this moment ; and though I cannot go 

into 
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into details, I am often enabled to give 
you a Iketch or outline of matters that 
appear to me to be of no fmall confe- 
quence in illa/iratiag the pail, and prepa- 
ring the mind for the future. 

^ The fatigues of lervice are feverely 
felt by the Parilian guards, and a late de- 
cree has authorized'the eighty-two depart- 
ments to fend 250 men each to the capi- 
tal, in order to relieve the national troops 

of Paris. The citizens of Arras, it feems, 

% 

are very indignant at the liberty the King 
has taken to difmifs M. Clavierc and M. 
Servan, who ventured to propofe a camp 
of twenty thoufand men vvithout confult- 
ing his Majefty, By a late order, all 
births, marriages, and deaths, are to be 
regiftered by the municipal officers of 
every town and city. A letter from the 
King has juft been read in the National 
VoL. II. E Affem- 
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Affembly Informing them, that it was his 
defire that forty-two new battalions fhould 
be raifed by decree, two from each depart- 
ment, for the purpoie of covering the city 
of Paris, and re- inforcing the army as oc- 
cafion might require. The Aflembly 
voted that this letter fhould be referred to 
the military committee. M. Montaut 
wiftied the Houfe to pafs on to the order 
of the day. Thofe who had been moft 
ftrenuous for the motion of M. Scrvan, 
were the moft violent againft this propo- 
fition from the executive power backed by 
the head of the conftitution. It was in 
vain that M. de Lajard pointed out the 
great advantage of this plan, he could not 
prevent its being referred to a committee. • 
In the affair at Mons, the b|ttalion of the 
cote d’or has fuffered a confiderable lofs ; 
among the dead of the enemy were found 
fevcrai refradory priefts who had fallen in 

the 
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the attack. M. Lajard has n.t given up 
the idea, of the forty-two battalions ; he 
has been reading a memoir on the fubje<5l, 
and propofes Soiflbns as a center of referve 
between Paris and the frontiers : referred 
to the military committee. 

M. Lajard has been paid eight millions 
and upwards for extraordinaries of the 
army, and two he is to receive monthly 
for the fame fervice, half of which is to be 
paid in fpecie. You fee the government, 
notwithftanding its facility in coining pa- 
per-money, is under the neceffity of buy- 
ing gold and filver, which accounts, in 
fome racafure, for the high price of louis 
d’ors in the London market. 

The million has threatened to rife again, 
and pay another vifit to the caftle; in one 
of their placards are thele words : * I^ous 
2 2 


nous 
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tmus kvom une feconde fois pour remplir 
le plus faint des devoirs'^ M. Ternier 
Mohciel having read this to the Aflembly, 
faid. Gentlemen, the fate of France is 
in your hands, and depends on the mea- 
fures on which you fliall this day deter- 
mine. — A member cried, a I'ordre du 
jour. The communication of M. Mon- 
ciel was referred to the committee of 
twelve. M. Muraire came forward, after 
the intervention of other bufinefs, and in 
the name of the extraordinary committee 
of twelve, propofed a decree for the lecu- 
. rity of pcrfonal property, and the fafety of 
individuals, in which all good and honeft 
men who had the real intereft of the com- 
munity at heart, were invited to a firm 
union, that Ihould refill the encroachment 
^ an armed mob.' The Mintfter of the 

^ La Payette, too, has ufed this expreflion, 

* L'i^furrtSutttil adit, eft le plus jam des devoirs! 


inte- 
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interior was ordered to diftribute this de- 
cree as foot! as it Ihould be ratified, and 
to render a'daily account of the ftate of 
Paris to the Afletnbly. 



LET 
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LETTER VII. 


M. SANTERRE affures the National 
Aflemblj by letter, that the Fauxbourg 
St. Antoine was perfedly quiet, and he 
offers himfelf a guarantee for the citizens 
of that quarter, that they fhall never 
march again but againfl: the enemies of 
the nation. The Aflembly appeared fiir- 
prifed that M. San ter re alone could an- 
fwer for the raoft tumultuous Fauxbourg 
of all Paris. His letter is referred to the 
extraordinary committee. Next came the 
inhabitants thcmfelves to explain their mo- 
tives for rifing on the 20th, whicli they 
aflured the Affembly was principally for 
their defence, fearing* left the Affembly 

it- 
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itfelf might be difTolved after the unconili- 
tutioiial difmiflion of its patriotic minif- 
ters. iThe tninifter of the interior then, 
came to fay, that tranquillity was re- 
ftored, and that the people no longer af- 
fembled in troops. 

Multitudes of addrefles flow in from all 
parts on the veto, on the difmiflion of 
the patriot minifters, and on the 20th, 
The citizens of Grenoble fay, ‘ La nation 
va fe lever ioute entiere^ et la conjii- 
tution a la main, elk fecriera, Louis 
XV^L Roi des Francois, eji dechu de la 
couronne' The applaufe of the galleries 
was unbounded on the reading of this paf- 
fage. The Adminiftrators du Herault, 

in their addrefs, regret greatly the dif- 

k " 

miflion of the three patriots, ( et V argent 
mt crie quelques voix.) 


M. Du- 
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M. Dubayct read a report from the mi- 
litary committee upon the prefcnt ftate of 
the armed forces of France.. The total 
number of the foldicrs of the line now 
encamped (fous la toile ) in the four ar- 
mies of Luckner, la Fayette, de la Mor- 
liere, and de la Montefquiou, is ninety 
thoufand five hundred and ninety men. 
The men left in gurrifoB are, fifty-four 
thoufiind one hundred and feventy-three, 
in all, 144,763; deficit, 21,885. In 
the interior parts of the kingdom are, 
21,375, hiftcad of 25,065. Twelve 
thoufand have been fent to the colonies. 
M, Dubaycr has diftributed the volunteers, 

21.000 to M. Luckner, 22,000 to de la 
Fayette, 16,000 to de la Morliere, and 

25.000 to Montefquiou. The refult of 
the whole is, that the army, when com- 
plete, with the addition of 77,000 na- 
tional volunt^lg^, will amount to 400,000 

effective 
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cjffedive itten, without reckoning the dead 
or the deferters. 

Among the great number of addreffes 
breathing the moft jealous ardor for the 
Affembly, there was one from the citizens 
of Havre of a contrary nature, who had 
adopted M. de la Fayette’s letter, and im- 
puted all the miferies that had befallen this 
country, to the fadioti of the Jacobms, 
and demanded juftice and punifliment at 
their hands for all the libels they had fent 
to Havre. M. de la Fayette demands ad- 
miffion to the bar of the Houfe that he 
may pay his devoirs to the Aflembly : ap- 
plaufes mixt with murmurs are heard 
through the Hah ; he is inftantly admit- 
ted ; one fide teiiihes the greateft joy and 
exultation, the other obferves the pro- 
founded: filence. M. de la Fayette began 
by affuriog the Aflembly, that his pre- 

fence 
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fence in this Houfe was no bar to the fuc- 
cefs or the fafety of the army which he 
had left. That the reafon of 'his coming 
was, to afcertain to them the authenticity 
of a letter which he had addrefled to them 
on the 1 6th of the month ; and to inform 
the Aflembly that he came alone and un- 
proteded to affert the fame, becaufe he 
had been reproached with having written 
it within the intrenchment of a camp. 
A ftill more forcible reafon has brought 
me before you, I mean the outrages of the 
20th of June committed in the Thuille- 
ries, which have excited the indignation of 
ail good men, and particularly of the ar- 
my I have the honour to command. -He 
concluded by fupplicating the Affembly to 
purfue the offend^ againft order and re- 
gularity, and conftitutional fovereignty, and 
to bring them to exemplary punifhment. 
— The PrCifident faid in reply, that the 
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Aflembly would examine his petition, and 
admit him to the honour of a fitting. 
The Generarfat himfelf down pres du bu- 
reau ; when M. Kerf^t obferved, that 
it was not there that petitioners ufed to 
fit ; — and M. de la Fayette retired to the 
petitioners feat. M. Guadet highly difap- 
proved of M. de la Fayette’s leaving the 
army, and defired the fecretary at war 
might be qucftioned if he had given him 
leave, and whether Generals were to be 
permitted to prefent addrefles when in 
funftion. M. Ramond faid, the Aflem- 
bly had fuffered thoufands to petition 
them under arms, and by parity of rea- 
fbning it could not refufe a favourite Ge- 
neral, of whofe praife it had been fo lavifh. 
— ^The noife now became pretty general, 
and the cry of queftion ; when the appel 
nominal threw out Guadet’s motion by 
339 againft 2^4. 


I have 
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1 have jud heard of a converfadoa that 
paffcd between the King and the Mayor 
on the morrow of the twentieth. 

M. Pethion arrived at the levee at eight 
o’clock on Thurfday 21ft, juft after the 
deputation from the Affembly; there 
were fixty perfons with the King, many 
of them in black, the reft in uniform. 
The King began : — 

“ M. le Mairc, is Paris quiet 

Le Maire. “ Sire, perfeftly fb.” — 

Le Roi. “ You muft confefs that yef- 
“ terday was a day of great reproach and 
“ fcandal, and that the municipality did 
“ not do all it could have done to prevent 
“ or reprefs it/%— • 

Le Maire. ^ “ Sire, the municipality did 
“ every thing in its power to do.” — 


Le 
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LeRoi. "Ce n'eji pas vrai .'* — 
he Maire, Sire, the municipality 
“ will not fail to give an account to the 
** public of its conduiJt.” — 
he Rot, ** Let it publiih it to the na- 
** tion at large, and let the nation judge 
it.”— 

La Malre, ** Sire, the municipality is 
** not afraid of doing its duty, or publifli- 
ing its condufi: to the whole world.”— 
he Rot. “ And how is Paris at this 
** moment ?!’ 

he Maire. “ Perfeftly quiet.” — 
he Rot. Ce n'eji pas vrai."— 
he Make. “ Sire, The magiftracy 
« of 

La Rot. “ vtius ." — ■ 

he Maire. ** The magiftrate of the 
“ people will not hold his tongue, when 
** he is confcious of having done his duty 
and Ipoken the truth.” — 


la 
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he Rot. ** I inform you, Sir, that you 
“ are anfwerable for the tranquillity of 
“ Paris. — Retire.” 

The arrival of la Fayette makes the 
Ariftocrates talk of the armed mediations 
of AuRria, PruRia, Ruffla, Sardinia, See. 
not accepting any terms for laying down 
their arms fhprt of reftitution of the no- 
bles, more power for the King, effential 
rights of the clergy and the Pope at 
Avignon. How fliort-fighted are we in 
our own caufe ! I believe the reverfe of 
all this will be the cafe, and liberty and 
her pike will drive M. de la Fayette, with 
all his duplicity, back to the frontiers. 
But what can he propofe to bimfelf? Is 
he come to fupport the King or Santerre ? 
There is not common feiife in his braving 
the Democrates in the Hall, and nesocia- 
ting with them in the cabinet, as I hear 

he 
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he has done. I fuppoie by his coming to 
Paris he meant to imitate Charles the 
Twelfth, ^ho left his army to go to 
breakfaft with the King of Poland at 
Drefdcn, with whom he was at war. I 
don’t know what may be his plan, but I 
eafily conceive that if he feeks the bubble 
reputation on both /ides the que/iionf 
he will probably obtain it from neither, 
but will pafs in the eyes of the one and 
the other, for a hair-brwned Bobadil, who 
advances with a petition in his hand at 
the head of fifty thoufand men, with fuch 
extreme impetuofity, that he «uts off his 
own efcort, and leaves his guards behind 
him. 


LET- 



'[ <♦ ] 


iE.TTER VIU. 

JVI. ROUYER has been reading in the 
National Aflembly a petition from Rouen, 
Svith thirty-dght pages of fignaiures, 
amounting to twenty thouland, demand- 
ing vengeance on the authors of the tu- 
mult of the twentieth, and thofe who foli- 
cited a decree of accuiation againft M. de 
la Fayette. On a fajfe d r or dr e du jour. 
The five adminiftrators of the department 
of the Aifne hold the lame language near- 
ly, and accufe M. M. Roland and Servan 
of an intention to ftarve la Fayette and his 
army. The noife and difturbance that 
accompanied the reading of this latter ad- 
drefs and pitition is not eafily to be con- 
I ceived. 
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ceived. You have been hitherto, faid a 
member, liftening to Uafphemies and 
atrocious cakimnies j it is now time you 
fhould hear truths, all . the departments 
{peak this language, the language of bit- 
ter reproach and extreme cenfure ; it is at 
Paris alone that you arc flattered and ca* 
refled. — The Aflembly decreed inftantly, 
that the addrefs of the adminiftrators of 
the Aifhe ihould be referred to the extra- 
ordinary committee. 

Several fedions have begun already to 
impeach Monlieur de la Fayette as a trai- 
tor to the cornmon caule. Paris fecms to 
be too hot to hold him, and I underftand 
he has taken a French leave, fuch as he 
took .of us in his way to America, when 
he kept Lady H — d and all’ the town 
waiting the whole night for him. The 
motive of his laft flight was more rational, 
VoL. 11. F no 
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no douhtf than of his £rll, and yct the 
lame Ully vanity and ridiculous paiHon 
for celebrity gave odcafioYi t6 the former, 
and became the caufe of the latter. I have 
this day heard, that a letter has been re- 
ceived from him by the Prefident, dated 
head-quarters, in which he regrets that 
he could not inform his brave Ibldiers, on 
his return to the camp, that his petition 
had been granted ; that as to himfelf, he 
affured the Aflembly he Ihould never 
change his language or his lentiments, 
and adhere inviolably to his principles. — 

You have leen the opinion that the ci- 
tizens of Rouen entertain of the bufinefs 
of the twentieth ; but neither they nor 
the adminiftrators of the Aifne are fingic 
in their opinion. M. M. Guillaume and 
Dupopt, ex-conflituent members of the 
firll A'iTcmbly, came lately to the bar with 

a peti- 
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» petition of jOfOoo Parifmn nMmeSf to 
bring the aathote md accomplices of the 
njiferks aitd iadigaides of the tweatiedi 
to puniftmctit ; but the- galleries, while 
they ^plauded certain orators who called 
down the fword of the Jaw on the head 
of la Fayette, hifled off the petitioners, 
and obliged them to retire. 

The debates in the Affismbly of late 
have turned too much on imaginary points 
to be fufficicntly iuterefting to Jiften to, or 
to read. An addrefs from Bourdeaux com- 
'municated by M. Ducos, informed the 
Houfe that the Marfeillois were ready to 
march to Pat is at a moment’s warning. 

Certain citizens of Paris appeared at 
the bar to impeach M. de la Fayette, and 
require that he fltouid be punilhed for 
quitting bis poft. 

F 2 Fif- 
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Fifteen articles have been decreed, ia 
which ic is let forth that the country is in 
danger, and is menaced by enemies both 
from within and without. Particular di- 
rc&ions are given In thefe articles for le- 
vying troops, cloathing, arming, and pay- 
ing them. In the 14th article it is faid : 

* Four fervir dans la garde nationale, on 
ne fera pas ajireint h avoir r uniforme na- 
tionale* This, I fuppofe, it was thought 
lit to declare in order to expedite the le- 
vies, and form the corps as foon as pofli- 
ble for the field, fince in the fourth title, 
and fifth article of the conftitution, the ' 
national guards, it is ordered, ‘ ne peuvent 
avoir dans tout le royaumc qidune mCme 
difcipUne, et un meme uniforme' 

M. Pejoly has written a letter to the 
Alfcmbly to announce himfelf the minif- 
ter of juftice, appointed by the King. 

The 
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The dire^ory of the department of the 
Lower Seii^e has ient an information to 
the Aflenably of an addrefs to the eighty- 
three departments from the fedion of the 
Lombards, defiring their brethren to come 
to Paris, and affift them in cruihing the 
various enemies that are daily arifing in 
all quarters to overwhelm them— referred 
to the extraordinary commifiiou. The 
conftitutfonal Bilhopof Bourges, M. Tor- 
ne, has been making a flaming declama- 
tion again ft the King, in which he foared 
much beyond my comprehenfion in lay- 
ing, the Kin^ might be as happy if he 
plealed, as he is wi^tched and uncomfor- 
table. That jpftcj^ would call M. de 
Ja Fayette, la Fayette the Jacobine, as 
they did at Rome, Scipio the African. 
The miniftcr for foreign affairs has com- 
municated to the Afiembly a commiflion 
^iven by the King’s brothers to an agent 
Fs of 
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of their own, for the purpofe of negocia- 
ting a loan in the King’s name^ in order to 
carry on the war ; they afie<Sk to mort- 
gi^e the revenues of the crown for the 
payment of the intereil: and the re-im- 
burfement of the principal. The King’s 
late mcffege to the National Aflembly 
was on the fubjeft of the war with Pruffia. 

i 

The King is extremely forry that he can 
put no other interpretation on any part of 
the conduft of Pruffia, but that of the 
moft hoftile. The convention of Pilnitz, 
the alliance with Auftria in confequence 
of it, the reception given td the rebellious 
emigrants, the treatment of the French at 
Berlin, the departure of the envoy extra- 
ordinary from Paris without taking leave, 
the interdiction of the French charge 
d’affaires at Berlin, all fpeak too plain to 
fuffer a doubt to be entertained of the part 
the King of Pruffia is going to take againft 

this 
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this country. M. ’Dt^y acquainted the 
Aflctnbly that the King meant to go to 
the Champ dc Mars on the 14th to take 
the oaths. M. Beaupuy reported from 
the military committee, that the levy of 
forty-two battalions was put off till it was 
thought fit to declare the country in dan- 
ger, M. Lamourette, the fworn Bifhop 
of Lyons, interrupted M. Briffot, who 
was on the point of reading a difeourfe on 
the means of infuring the ftate from its 
enemies, within the walls and withput ; 
and propofed , that the Aflembly fhould 
take an oath to allure, et la refubliquey 
et les deux chambres 5 the cry was inAan- ' 
taneoufly, oul oui ; nous ne voulons que 
la confiitution. The Bifhop then iaid, 

I demand that the Prefident put this 
“ propofition, to the vote— That all thofe 
“ who equally abjure and execrate a re- 
“ public and two houfcs, rile.” — ^Thc 

4 whole 
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whole Aiiemblf tofe to a man, and the 
two fides embrace each other, and Zeal the 
oath with mutual acclamatiorfs. M. Brif- 
fot pqt off his lecture till the next day, 
and a deputation of twenty-four members 
is ordered to carry up the proces verbal to 
the King. 

4 deputation, from the municipality 
came to the bar to defire the Aflembly 
would decide quickly on the fufpenfion 
of the Mayor, and frocureur de la com- 
mune, pronounced by the great council of 
the departnaent. The Affembly defires 
time till the next day to rc-confider the 
bufinefs. 

The King announces, by’ his new mi- 
nifters, in two ffate papers, addrefied to 
the powers of £urope, his intention of 
adhering to the conftitution in the per- 

fed 
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excrd& of Its authorltjr. An arret 
of the diredxiry of the department of Pa- 
ris, dated the’ fixth of July, fufpendcd the 
mayor and procureur general in confe- 
quence of the tran6£l:ions of the twenti- 

I 

cth of June, as you have feen, and named 
another municipal officer to a<3: as mayor 
par interim; this decree was carried in 
the council of twenty-four by a majority 
of twenty-one to three. As foon as it 
had been read M. Pcthion retired, and M. 
Danton then invited all good citizens to 
follow him to the National Aflcmbly. 
The friends of M. Pcthion and Manuel 
declare, that Pethion and Manuel are fuf- 
pended for having prevented a civil war ; 
on the other hand his accufers (Pethion*s) 
affert, that he is difmiffiiid from his office 
for not having endeavoured to prevent 
the people from colleding together in the 

begin- 
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beginning, Jind for having fufFcred twenty 
thoufand persons to alienable in arms in 
the fquare of the Caronfels, in the face 
of the national guards. 


LET- 
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BETTER, IX. 


I TAKE it for granted you have feen 
Luckner’s letter to the war^minifter, 
dated head quarters near Lifle the 30th 
of June, in which he complains of the 
fad talk allotted him to give the Minify 
ter an account of a very difagreeable af- 
fair, the burning of the town of Courtray 
by M. Jarry. ‘ It feeras, that after, as was 
fuppolcd, all the foldiers concealed in the 
hoiifcs, were driven out, M. Jarry, Mare- 
chal de camp, was fired Ujwn'from a win- 
dow. The prefent campaign, which be- 
gan fo inaufpicioufly with allaffiuation, 
* deformed rout, and foul diforder,’ pro- 
ceeds ftill with lofs and misfortune. But 

this 
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this is, if I luiftake not, for want of ge- 
nerals of the right fort. 

The King in his letter to the legiflative 
body on the fulpenfion of Pethion, and 
the prpcureur de la commune, defires the 
Aflemhly will take it on them lei ves to fet- 
tle the matter. The galleries fhouted, 
d bai le 'department^ Pethion, ou la mart. 
Who would have thought, after the con- 
verlation between the King and Pethion, 
that his Majefty would not, at leaft, have 
concurred in opinion with the'departmept, 
and approved of their aft. Perhaps you 
think it more noble to wave all private 
refentment, and let the law take its courfe ; 
but if the department has a right to fuf- 
pend tlie mayor, the King fhould not be 
afraid to commend and enforce that right. 
Petitioners from the palais toyalc, and the 
fcclion called Gravilliers, demand that the 

fufpen- 
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fufpenfion of M. Pethion be taken off. 
M. Briffot fpoke for three hours on the 
meafures to be taken for the fecurity of 
the Bate agaiuft 100,000 Auftrians, 
55,000 Pruffians, 50,000 Germans, the 
quota of the circles, an army from Sardi- 
nia, and a fleet from Naples. Let the 
nation rife to a man ; let Saguntum revive; 
let us not be witnefs to the triumphal en- 
try of Pruffia ; let us not bend jhe knee 
to a lavage Hulan : Perijfe plutot Paris /— 
M. Briflbt propofed to bring the King to 
a trial, and to make his Miniflers relpon- 
fible for the meafures intended to be adop- 
ted in the place of the unlandlioned de- 
crees. M. Thuriot laid, that if there was 
a virtuous man on earth it was M. Pe- 
thion. A member of the Aflembly de- 
mands his conge, or leave to retire ; the 
Aflembly announces, that from the mo- 
ment the country lhall be declared to be 

in 
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in danger f no man (hall have permifftott 
to withdraw. The deficit of the month 
of June is thirteen millionfl and upwards, 
which fuppofes thirty-five to have been 
received; It was therefore decreed, that 
the raife de I' extraordinaire fhould remit 
to,the treafury, firft the thirteen millions 
deficient, and then thirty-five for money 
advanced to the departments and extra-ex- 
pences ; . in all, forty-eight million, which, 
with thirty-five received, make up eighty- 
three expended in the courfe of the laft 
month. M. Jacob Dupont obferved, that 
forty -eight million of deficit monthly 
would make above five hundred ycaily ; a 
fum that exceeds the deficit which occa- 
fioned the revolution. The miniftei of 
Jufticein the account of his adminiflration 
complained, that popular focietics throw 
infuperabie obflacles in the way of civil 
and provoke every fpccies of 


not 
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riot and diforder. The Aatnps, the regit- 
terSf and the cu/Jpras, . indeedf make /a- 
risfadory retjunis ; but the forefts are go- 
iijg faft to dcftrudion ; the prod ud of the 
lotteries is tttuch leflencd by the number 
of fraudulent offices, and the contributions 
come in very flowly. In the department 
of jnftice, the tribunals are without pow- 
er, the means to prevent crimes are infuf- 
ficient ; there is a great want of authority 
on the bench, and the courfe of juftice is 
fuf]5ended in the capital. M. Koch then 
read a memoir on foreign affairs, giving a 
fhort account of the fituation of Europe 
with refped to France, the refuk of which 
was, that France had many enemies, peu 
d' allies furs. M. Dejoly,' in the name of 
all the minifters, faid, that as they bad ac- 
cepted of their places with no other view 
but to do good, the moment they per- 
ceived that it was not in their power to be 

of 
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vt liny iervicc to the date, they had fe- 
foived to refign, aud they informed the 
Aflembly that they had tljat morning 
given in their refignations to the King* 
They then withdrew^ and the galleries 
accompanied them with repeated applaufes* 
Then came on the queftion, (hall we de- 
clare the country in danger or not ? Much 
was faid on the ncceffity, the prodigious 
eSeft, the inutility, and the hazard of 
fuch a proclamation by a variety of ora- 
tors. M. Lamarquc faid, that the falva- 
tion of the country depended on the pro- 
clamation’s taking place ; his fpeech was 
ordered to be printed, and the difeuffion 
was prorogued, M, Collot d’Hertois, 
orator of a deputation of citizens of Paris, 
came to the bar to demand a decree of ac- 
cufition againft la Fayette, ce fuldaifac^ 
.tleux \ that if he went unpunifhed, he 
and his companions would fpeak their 

mind 
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mind on the fyurceenth at the federation. 
The municipality of Paris reprej'cnts to 
the Aflemblynhat the arrival of the fede- 
rates will .qccafion an increalc of con- 
fumption. The municipality alks for one 
million eight hundred thoul&nd livres to 
buy corn. It is determined that after to- 
morrow all the tribunes (hall be left for the 
federates, that they may hear the debates. 
A letter from the King announces the re- 
fignatiqn of the minifters, and that they 
will continue in office till' the King can 
replace them. 

The fufpenfion of the mayor has of late 
occafioned, and ftill continues to occafion, 
variety of preffing remonftrances ; peti- 
tions are prefented hourly to obtain a 
fpeedy dedifion. They complain that the 
King and the department underftand each 
other, and M. Lacroix infilled on a fpeedy 

VoL. II. G deter- 
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determination in the courfe of the <Jay* 
M. Giraud faw forty thoufaud mayors in 
France of equal pretehfions and equal vir- 
tue with M. Pethion, and thought it 
would be fupremely ridiculous, were he 
to come to the Affembly of the nation and 
iay, the country is in danger, for there is 
no mayor in my village; that mayors 
were fometimes fufpended for months, 
and no complaint made ; that the King 
fliould have time allowed to examine into 
-the matter. — M. Lacroix’s motion palled 
neverthelefs, and the Prelident pro- 
nounced the words, ‘ citoyens, la patrie 
ejl en danger,' and two addrelTes to the 
French and to the army were read and 
approved. ' 

Pet^t^ners from Verlailles and the 
ChaplHfe' Mars, with' fpades and trowels, 
anfidtaKat for the trial of la Fayette, and 

the 
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the fe-inftatement of Pethion. Orders 
are given for a deputation of fixry mem- 
bers to go in prbeeffion to the Baftille on 
the fourteenth, and lay the firft ftone of 
the column of liberty, 

M. Goujeon deCired that a fintabk place 
for the reception of the King and his fa- 
mily ihould be decreed 011 the anniverfary 
of the federation. — ^M. Albite faid, the 
King’s family tyas at Coblentz. 


Ga 


LET- 



[ 8 + ] 


LETTER X. 


A LETTER from the King has an- 
nounced to the Aflfembly the proclama- 
tion of his Majefty confirming the fuf- 
penfion of M. M. Pethion and Manuel. 
M. Pethion came to the bar, M. Manuel 
was prevented by a fever. Long debates 
enfued — M. Raederer undertook to defend 
M. Pethion, M. Muraire brought up the 
report from the extraordinary committee, 
which coincided much with M. Raederer’s 
defence, and M. Pethion’s excufc of his 
own condud. To fay the truth, all ap- 
peared to me equally lame. The Aflem- 
bly was brought into a dilemma by M. 
Coulx' du Tarn. Either the municipa- 
lity 
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llty is criminal in permitting armed troops 
to affemble, or the decree which -s intend- 
ed to exculpate theiUf mu A declare their 
utter impoAihility to prevent the mob 
from breaking into the King’s caftle, and 
dragging cannon through the royal apart- 
ments. TheAflembly, neverthelefs, got 
over all this, antf*decreed that the fufpen- 
fion (hould be taken off from the mayor, 
and adjourned the fufpenfion of the pro- 
cureur de la commune till he fliould ap- 
pear to plead his own caufe in perfon ; 
then gave orders to the miniftcr of juftice 
to fend an account in the courfe of three 
days of all thofe who had been guilty of 
committing diforders on the twentieth of 
June, when, according to the declaration 
of the mayor, whom they had pronounced 
innocent and acquitted ahnoft in the fame 
breath, no one had been diforderlypn that 
day. The mayor of Paris having been 
G 3 declared 
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declared irreproachable, the cry at the fe- 
deration was inceilant, vive Pethion, and 
his name was thruft ever into* the King’s 
eyes on the hats and banners of every 
trade and fraternity. The feftival of this 
day was conduced with the greateft de- 
cency, in fpite of certain incendiary pla- 
cards, which did their heft to provoke the 
people. M. Manuel was prelent at it in 
a litter : a B'renchman would rather die^ 
than not appear, efpecially when he par- 
takes of the triumph. The King was at 
the ^ole militaire at eleven o’clock, and 
did not leave it till fix. The Queen and 
her children, Madame de Lamballe and 
de Tourzel, were in the carriage with 
him. The miniftets were on foot aux 
fortieres. In the carriage that preceded 
the King’s, were M. M. de Brez6 Nan- 
touillet, Montmorin le Jeune, de Saint 
piiefl, Fleu^u, Champcenet, and de 
'3 Poix, ' 
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Poix. In the one that followed were the 
Queen* s attendants, Mefdames d*Offun, 
de la Rocheajmon, Serent, Tarente, and 
de Maille. When the King mounted the 
fleps of the altar to take the oath, thirty 
or forty conquerors of the Baftille, with 
the model of that fortrefs in their hands, 
came to the top alfo, and ftanding very 
near the King, propofed to make a change 
in the oath of the conftitution, and that 
the King fhould fwear, ‘ de vhre llbre, 
ou mourir pour achever la conquete de la 
liberie* 

The annivcrfary in the year 1792, was 
very different from the years ninety and 
ninety-one. '^he federates of ninety 
fhowed zeal and profeffed attachment to 
the monarchy. The federates of ninety- 
two were all fworn republicans. The 
ceremonies of ninety and ninety-one were 
G 4 partly 
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partly civil and partly religious ; in nine- 
ty- two no prieftsXvere l^n, the incenle 
was burnt par les cnfans du chceur. In- 
deed the French government, if fo it may 
be called, is fingular in this refpefl, that 
it difcourages all public worfliip, and 
wilhes to have lefs and lefs of it. On nc 
parkra plus de Dicu en France, (Selon 
AnacharfisCloots p. 22 J que pour varier 
la converfation. The paflions of the Pa- 
rifians are always, as the proverb lays, 
a la cave ou au grenter, ejl animus in pati^ 
nis, and it is not to be wondered at that 
the declared profpeil: of danger has not 
wrought any change in their countenances 
or their amufements. The people eat 
and drink, talk loud, and threaten, make 
the law and break it, juft the fame as if 
all was well. 


Who 
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Who is now at Paris ? 1 leave you to 
guefs till the next line — M. Luckner, the 
great GenerafI, avec fa trogne rouge. Are 
you not furprifed ? How do you think he 
has been received ? not very flatteringly, 
by the crowd at the door of the National 
iVflembly. The mob called him, fac d 
vin dc Bourdeaux. Comment '■ dlt Is 
Generali de Bourdeaux^ fame 1' oporto. 

Many members have taken leave of the 
department fince Pethion was re-inflated. 

M. de la Fayette is to be encamped at 
Montmedy ; there is to be a camp at 
Longwi.andat Fitelljerg, with he-,d quar- 
ters at Richemont. There were not many 
federates on the i4fh, but foujr and five 
hundred Marfeillois are coming to replace 
the troops that are going to the frontiers. 
The Provincials and the Parifians mixed 


toge- 
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together will, it is to be feared, make no 
fmall jftir among ns. Some few of the 
Marfcillois are already come,' and the lan- 
guage they hold is very formidable. 

Adieu, 

Ever your’s. 

P. S. The Generals have had a long 
conference together at Valenciennes on 
the eleventh ; probably they will wait 
till feme ferious attack (hall be made 
on the frontiers. Much time, no doubt, 
w'ili be wafted ftill in threats and prepa- 
ratives, as we have already feen, and 
the enemy will not be much advanced ; 
but if Pruflia and Auftria would come 
with eiTe^, they fhould come quickly. 
M. Luikner, report fays, is to com> 
mand the center army which is la Fay- 
ette s ; la Fayette is to go to the north, 

and 
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and M. de Birori is to replace de la 
Morliere, M, Dumourier, the ex*mi- 
nifter, coraraands the camp at Maulde ; 
he does not appear to be in perfeil good 
humour with General Luckner. 


LET- 
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LETTER XI. 


i-Vi. AJANUEL has made his appear- 
aivce in the National Afletnbly, and his 
defence; when in fpite of theory to or- 
der, c^ej7 un infolent, ll faut le renvoyer, 
e'eji m crime de plus ; he was feated by 
the fide of his judges, and loaded with ap- 
plaulo. 

The chief of the battalions of the vete- 
rans at Paris has informed the Afiembly 
of a meeting between the Qoeen and la 
Fayette, who flept three nights at St. 
Cloud, and brilyed two hundred workmen 
to cry, y^ive le Rot I thefe accufdtions 
were referred to the committee of furveil- 

laace. . 
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lance. The regiments at Pails ordered to 
the frontiers, are to be replaced by the 
cl-devant gardes Franpifes. M. Luck- 
ner is called upon, by the tnotioi} of M. 
Geangencave, to give an account cf all 
his military operations, and the neceifities 
of the army. It appears by the notes and 
letters of M. Luckner, that he requires, 
that the army fliould be greatly augment- 
ed, and the court-martials fupprelTcd ; the 
wafle of time they occafion, and the mini- 
her of foldicrs they engage, is highly de- 
trimental to military dilcipHne : he re- 
quires alfo that the Generals Uaoukl bo per- 
mitted, in time of war, to regulate thefe 
matters themTclves. The Marcchal pro- 
pofesto triple the army, now confining of 
only 60,000 men, by levies of three men 
from each municipality, and wants one 
hundred and thirty-two ihovfand imme- 
diately, 
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to fee the S\v ii's regiment degraded to 
troops of -the , line. — I'he Iloufc murmur- 
ed a good deal at M. d’AffryV threatening 
the FfCTich government with the difplca- 
fure of the Helvetic Cantons. M. Gcn- 
ioiine then made a motion to fvpprci's the 
ofHce of Colonel-general of the Svvifs 
guards. M. C^rQot 'the ydunger put the 
Allehably in mind of its decree that au- 
thorized the Swlfs regiment to do the 
King’s duty, till the capitulatiotjs fhould 
be renewed, and he projtofed to fend off 
two battalions to the diftance of thirty 
thoufand toiies oi five and thirty miles 
from Paris ; both ihefe proportions were 
decreed^ The Affembly has decreed alfb 
fixteen articles on the recruiting of the 
army. Rcgiflers are to be opened for vo- 
lunteers to enter, not under eighteen years 
of age and not more than fifty. The in- 
fantry rouft meafure five feet French,, 

and 
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and the cavalry five feet three inches ; 
the pay for three years is eighty livres for 
the infantry,* and a hundred and twenty 
for the horfe and the artillery ; half on 
enlifting, and the other half on joining 
the regiment. One third more is gii'cn 
to every foldier who will engage to ierve 
again at the expiration of the firfl three 
years. M. Dumourier begins a letter to 
the National Aflenqilily on military affairs 
thus ; 

. “ As I find myfelf commander in chief, 

I have rcfblved to fend the National Af* 

“ fembly an account of certain fa<ffs, for 
fear they may be exaggerated or exte- 
“ nuated. I fhould have written to the Se- 
“ cretary at War had I known that there 
“ was one ; but of this I am as ill-iaform- 
“ ed, as of the exaeff: pofition of our two 
“ Generals, one of whom is gone to Pa- 
VoL. 11. H “ ris, 
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ris, and the other is on the road thi-* 
“ thcr.” 

By a decree of the nineteenth of July 
the epifcopal palaces, gardens, and their 
dependencies, are to be fold, and the pof- 
leflbi-s are to receive one tenth additional 
of their peniion to pay for their lodging. 
I paffed over the note from M. Chauvelin 
to Lord Grenville, and Lord Grenville’s 
anfwer, as things which, no doubt, have 
come vvithfn your obfervation. The 
number of federes at Paris is 2,668, of 
which 1,941 have entered their names for 
the camp at SoiiTons. A report has been 
read in the Aflembly upon the maximum 
of the contribution of the ground-rents. 
M* Tronchon propofes to lay on an addi- 
tional penny, without inquiring if the 
one already impofed be paid. M. Juglas 

proves 
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proves that the tax is unequal, arbitrary, 
and burtheufome, and the produce infuffi- 
cienr. The'AlTembly fixes the maxi- 
mum at one fifth of the revenue. 

M. Lamarque cannot exprefs his fur- 
prize at the gardens of the Thuilleries be- 
ing fhut up ; rordre du jour flopped all 
farther oblervation on this fubjeft for the 
moment. A report prevailed here for a 
ihort time, that la Fayette, at the inftanc 
when it was debating if he were impeach- 
able, had been killed in a duel by Dumou- 
rier, perhaps it had been as well as to live 
fufpeded and in infamy. His fudden de- 
parture from Paris created no finall fufpi- 
cions of duplicity. 

Proclamations of la patrie en danger 
have been made in twelve differeiit prices, 
H a where 
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where ftagcs tvere creded for the purpofc 
of enlifting all thofe who ftiould’ offer 
their fervices for the frontiers. This ce- 
remony laftcd two days, during which 
time the fame crowds of idle people were 
obferved at the Bois dc Bologne, tile £ly- 
fian fields, in all the places of amufement 
and pleafure, as ufual. The Jacobins, in 
cafe they can get la Fayette accufed, mean 
that Dumouricr fliould fuperfede him. 
The King of Pruffia arrived at Anfpach 
the fourteenth, will be at Coblentz, that 
is, au chkeau de Schonbaflaft, the twen- 
ty-third. His fecond fon, and the eldcft 
foil of Prince Ferdinand, came laft week, 
and are lodged half a league from Cobr 
lentz. Thefe young men fet a good ex- 
ample to the French Princes ; they are 
lodged in a village, and have but one 
room each, •and fleep in armed chairs. The 

Duke 
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Duke of Brunfwick lives in the iame (im- 
plicitj ; he has but two aides de camp, 
when every Otncral of the emigrants has 
five or fix. 


H3 
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letter XII. 

July. 

The bufinefs was again taken up laft 
Sunday, and the queftion agitated, if M. 
la Fayette Ihould or Ihould not be im- 
peached for his letter of the t 6th and his 
petition ? after the moft violent debates, 
the order of the day was called for, and 
the queftion loft. A letter from the King 
announced Dubouchage minifter of 
the marine, and M. Champion of the in- 
teiior. After this the Aflembly cam^ 
back agaimto M. dc la Fayette. Long 
fpeeches, murmurs, groans, a«d hifles 
enfued, and the whole was at length con- 
fined IQ this queftion and fad reported 

by 



[ ^^3 1 

by [M. Guadet : that he heard General 
Luckner lay at the Bilhop of Paris’s ta- 
ble, that M. *la Fayette propofcd to him. 
General 'Luckner, to join armies, and 
march together againft Paris ; upon which 
General Luckner faid, if la Fayette 
Ihould march againft Paris, // le fuhroit, 
et le dauberoit. During this difcuffion a 
tumult arofe in the Afi'embly, and a re- 
port brought word that Paris was in arms, 
and the federes in the rue de St. Honore 
in their way to the Thuilleries. Pcihion 
appears and acquaints the Houfe that he 
has difperfed the mob, and reftored order. 
A courier is dilpatched to M. M. la 
Fayette and Luckner to inquire into 
the truth of Guadet’s ftory. M. Montef- 
quiou is now at Paris. The Generals all 
come, you fee, in their order. He ex- 
prefles his apprebenfion for the olive-trees 
of the fouth in cafe of an invafon. M, 
H 4 M. Bi, 
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M. Biron, Ciifliiie, la Morfiere, and Brog- 
lie mform the Afiembly that their force 
confiiUbutof forty-feven ihoufand men, 
and in cafe of an attack they have armed 
the peafauts. M. Dabaucourt, adjutant- 
geneial, has accepted the place of war-mi- 
nifter. A decree has re-eftablithed M. 
Manuel in the office of procureur of the 
commons. 

I have no more news to fend you at 
this inftant, and muft wait a day or two 
for matters probably of feme moment. 

My letter was too fhort to fend fo far ; 
I ffiall now take it up again. 

M. Lafource has been making a violent 
fpeecli againfl; M. la Fayette, calling him 
liberticide, and accuUng him of Iczc-ma- 
jefte againfl: the people in faying, ‘ que le 

pOH- 
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poHvolr’ royal foit intaBl' He quoted 
alfo General Luckner to prove that la Fay- 
ette had diftvibuted one hundred thouland 
Jivres in brandy to his army, and had pror 
pofed to Luckner, by M. Bureau dePu/.y, 
to march againft Paris. As to the brandy 
bufincfs, I will juft mention that a friend 
of your’s and mine, who has been at the 
camps, told me that he faw la Fayfctte’s 
men afleep and drunk all day on the 
ground. 


This debate, which was none of the 
iliorteft, was interrupted again by the toc- 
fm of St. Roch, and the re-appearance of 
the mayor, w'ho came to fay he had ftop- 
ped the people at the gates of the ThuiU 
leries. The Aflembly then came to a de- 
termination that la Fayette\s fate ftiould 
reft on the evidence of M. Bureau dq 
|*uzy. Every body is fo occupied with 

poll- 
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politics, that fcarcc any thiiig that 
has not fome fort of connedion with 
them can exift, unlcfs It happens to get 
into the Jacobine club, or the National 
Aflembly. The fad, however, in quef- 
tion is lingular enough to command public 
notice in the midft of the greated confu- 
lion. A woman with child has been tried 
for pouring melted lead into her hulband’s 
car whilll he was alleep, (like the Queen 
in Hamlet) and being put on her defence 
told the judge that Ihe longed to do it. 
The midwives and the phyficiaus all de- 
clare, that women with child have fancies 
peculiar to themfelves, and commit adions 
independent of the moral will, which 
darts back at the mere conception of a 
crime. After reading all the pieces rela- 
tive to this extraordinary affair, it was de- 
creed that no new law was neceflary, pro- 
vi(k0 the jury have a right to determine 

accord- 
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according to their confciences, or can con» 
fcientioufly pronounce the prifbner not 
guilty. There have been many debates 
in the houfe of late, whether the King is 
or is not dans k cas de la decheance\ 
however M. Choudicu has preiented an 
addrefs from Angers, dated July i8, in 
which are thele words : ‘ Louis XVI. a 
trahi la France, et fes fermens ; le peuplt 
eji fon fouverahi, prononcez fa dechfance, 
et la patrie cjl fauveel 

If appears by the debates in the Houfe, 
that fhoes and mufkets are fcarce things 
in the camps ; you can furnifli both thefc 
articles in abundance, and give credit with 
them, provided that the payment fhall be 
certain at the time and place appointed in 
hard louis d'ors. During the ftruggle for 
the dethroning of the King, two men were 
imprifoned, M. M. Paris and Boulan, for 

faying, 
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faying, that Louis fcize or the cortftitiw 
tion muft give way. M. Duhem infifted 
on their being fet at liberty immediately, 
and the Aflembly accordingly decreed 
that they ^hould be enlarged, and their 
judges reprimanded. Aiademoifelle 
combe appeared at the bar to inform the 
Aflembly that Are execrated tyrants, and 
made an ofler of her heart to the nation, 
and was ready to facrifice her perfon in 
Its defence. The Prefident returned her 
a very gallant anfwer, though he declined 
her fer vices ; he told her flie was better 
calculated to foften tyrants than to com- 
bat them. M. I’Eveque Fauchet faid, he 
came to acquaint the Houle that the Thu- 
illeries were ^^^lepot of arms of all forts, 
and that n:v!;ipl!idl guards had been leen to 
^o into tl||r caflle completely accoutred, 
and to eSm/t ou^ without fword or muf- 
^et, Thuriot joined the Bifliop in 

requiring 
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requkiiig that the part of the garden call- 
ed the terrace of the Feuillans (hould be 
declared to4)elong to the Affembly and be 
within its boundary. This propofitlon is 
decreed in fpitc of M. Haufli, who was 
of opinion that it would be favourable to 
the colleding together of the mob. The 
PrUflians, I ana told, treat the emigrants 
very cavalierly ; at a table d’h&te lately at 
Francfort they drove them all out of the 
inn by ordering an itinerant mufician to 
play ca ira, and nobody was dilpleafed 
but the mafter of the houfe. 

You have not an idea what a fever our 
fifteen days armament has occafioned at 
Paris and ellewhere ; and then the camp 
at Bagfhot, till they were affured it was 
to rife on the eighth of Auguft, had very 
nearly brought on a delirium. 


The 
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The decree of the Afiembly which 
gave the terrace of the Feuilians to the 
deputes, and fhut out the million, has 
been the occufioa of fo many quarrels^ 
that the Houle has been obliged to deter- 
tnitie that their own decree fhall not be re- 
ported. M. Voifin infifted on it that it 
ihould lie abolilhed ; “ Will the Aflem* 
“ bly,” fays he, “ be refponfible that the 
“ King’s perfonal fafety (hall never be en* 
** dangcred by the effefts of this ufclefs 
»* decree ?” — The miniftcr of the interior 
acquaints the mayor by letter,- that the 
King invites M. Pethion to come and fee 
if there be any arms concealed in the 
Thuilleries. M. Pethion propofes to 
lend fix municipal officers to examine the 
callle. Thus by a wife anticipation i fe- 
cond vifit, in all probability, from St. An- 
toine, and St. Marceau, was prevented 
for the motnent, though in reality only 

delayed 
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delayed for a fortnight. The mayor came 
to the bar of the Houfe to give an account 
of an attempt to excite the Fauxbourgs 
of St. Antoine and St. Marceau to rifo and 
join the foderes of Verfailles, and go to* 
gether to the Thuillcries. M. Pethion 
ran to the Baftille at midnight on the firft 
report, where he found die citizens at 
fupper. He recommended peace to them, 
and they promifed to preferve it. He 
then flew to St. Marceau, where the foc- 
tion was aflembled, and an emiflary had 
been already with them to defire they 
would march with their cannon. Here 
alfo he made a {ptech and obtained a pro- 
mifo that all ftiould be quiet. At five 
o’clock the toefin rang out, and the Ge- 
neral w’as beat in the Fauxbourg St. An- 
toine ; the mayor haftened thither, and he 
found the battalion under arras, and there 
was not the leaft difturbance. Whenever 


men- 
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mention is made of the toefin it chills my 
blood inftantly ; the found of it is moft 
alarming, it puts me in mind too of the 
mothel-bcll, which was rung by order of 
the municipal officers in cities and bo- 
roughs under the Saxon government of 
* 

our own country, on any contingency 
(otnni diferimine) in order to convocatc 
the people to the Burgmote, that by their 
common council they might guard the 
crown, and fupprefs the rioters. 


LET. 
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LETTER Xlir. 


The declaration that made the terrace 
of the Feuillaus part of the falle du ma- 
nege, or within the circle of it, as I hint- 
ed in my laft, has been fatal to the peace of 
the gardens. Certain national guards 
have been making their complaint to the 
National Aflembly of infults received from 
the mob. A grenadier on guard at the 
end of the terrace ncareft the gate of the 
cour du manege, in endeavouring to pro- 
te£l a citizen (M. d’Epremenil) from the 
crowd, had his epaulette torn off, and his 
fabre and cap taken from him. He peti- 
tioned, therefore, for himfelf and bre- 
thren, that the decree might be reverled, 
VoL. IL I M. d’Epre- 
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M. d’Eprcmeuil had, indeed, a narrow 
cl'cape ; he was taken by the throat at 
the gate as he entered the gatdens, ftruck 
fbveral times and thrown down ; an up- 
lifted hand was in the ad of giving the fa- 
tal blow, when a fans culoite attempted to 
pick the pocket of the alfaffin, who, in 
turning round tofccurehis property, gave 
d’Epremenil an opportunity to make his 
efcape. The terrace is now reftored to the 
people, and the gardens are at their dif- 
pofel, but ftrange to fay, they will not 
walk in them, or ufe any part of them but 
the terrace. They call the gardens, tin 
pays ennemt\ un terrhoire Auirkhien ; 
and fliake o# the d ull of their Ihocs at the 
extreme line of boundary, which is a nar- 
row blue fiik riband, Huck thick with 
lampoons and pafi|uinades. M. d’Epre- 
menil has been aeculed of provoking the 
people to force the barrier, and break into 
i the 
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the gardens. This is not more probable 
than that he is a Ipy from Coblehtz, 
without having been out of France fincc 
the firft Aflembly. M. Pethion went in- 
ftantly to fee his old colleague in his man*- 
gled ftate at the public treafury, where he 
had taken refuge. The inconflancy of 
fortune mufl: have ftruck him very forci- 
bly to fee the man *once the idol of the 
people, now the objefl: of its hate aUd 
fury. I never was more furprifed than 
within this day or two to hear that a de- 
puty, 1 don’t know his name, got up in 
the Aflembly, told a flory againft the fans 
culottes, and had the laugh of his fide. 
“ Nothing,” fays he, “ is fo flrange as 
the people ; when the gardens of the 
Thuilleries were fhut againft them, they 
fwore, and ftdrmed, and faid “ no power 
on earth fhould keep them out ; now 
“ they are open they won’t walk in them.’* 
I 3 —This 
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•—■This makes me recolledl an anecdote of 
a financier who went to pafs fome days 
at his country houfe, where Manon his 
cook ferved him up woodcocks without 
the trail, upon which he grew outrageous, 
fent for Manon, and told her Ihe had 
committed a murder unheard-of at Paris, 
Manon willing to repair her miftake 
ferved up too nice'chickens at flipper, 
which Ihe took care not to draw. “ What 
“ the devil have we here,” cries the finan- 
cier, on putting the firft bit into his 
mouth ; “ Why, Manon, your chickens 
“ have a moft deteftablc flavour !” — 
Manon began now to be out of humour, 
and with her arms a-kimbo faid, “ She 
“ could not uuderftand the tafte of Paris, 

“ that liked^a thing one minute, and dif- 
“ liked it the next.” — 'Tantot vous vou- 
le% de la merde^ tantot vous tCen voule% 
pas. 


The 
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The late decree on paflports declares, 
that no citizen lhall be allowed to leave 
the kingdom, till the country (hall be de- 
creed to be no longer in danger. That 
no paflport (hall be delivered to any indi- 
vidual on any account, and that thole al- 
ready given out are null and void. M. 
Champion, the miniftcr of the interior, 
was on Thurfday evening almoft as 
rudely treated by the federes at the 
Baftille, as M. d’Epremenil at the Thuil- 
leries ; he received a blow on the head 
with a labre, and was forced to take (bel- 
ter in a i^vate houfe from the fury of the 
populaa^^i^ho at the name of a minifter 
grew favage in an inftant. I have (cen a 
letter from the camp at Roblheim, (armh 
Rhin) which contains a laughable 
fpeech of General Luckner to his officers : 
how true it is I do not pretend to (ay ; 
the letter is dated the 23 Juillct. M. 

I 3 “ Ic 
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“ le Marechal Luckner arrived here this 
“ day, and after having reviewed our 
“ army, he addrefled the officers and fub- 
“ alterns, who made a ring round him : 
“ Brave champions of your country; un 
“ ligue terrible s' eji forme centre fous, mats 
** foyons unis, ferrons nous, et nous fain~ 
“ crons nos ennemis, mes amis, mes cama- 
“ rades je ferai avec fous, au milieu des 
‘f dangers'' 

■ If you think Luckner is capable of be- 
traying you, cut him up into little bits. 
Sacretieu, fous ites Francois, ^appelless 
fous de VOS pairs. The fedcres-’Marfeil- 
iois arrived here on Monday the 30th of 
May, they item to have gathered in their 
way like a fnow-ball, and to have collefted 
all that they could perfuadc to follow them. 
The very firfl day of their arrival was 
marked by fbaie infult or outrage. They 

have 
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have torn to pieces, even with their tectii, 
all the cockades they could find made of 
riband. It is their will, and the munici- 
pality has ordered that every cockade lhall 
be in future of tvoollen cloth only. In 
the evening of the day of their arrival, 
certain national guards having dined to- 
gether in the Elyfian fields, were inftiltdd 
by feme vagrant fans culottes, who wilh- 
ed to pick a quarrel witji them ; the fol- 
diers bore the injurious language of the 
blackguards very patiently for fome time, 
till exhaufted and fatigued with their in- 
celTant abule, they attacked them in their 
turn. The difpute grew warm. The 
fans culottes called the Marleillois to fet- 
tle their affair, and feveral hundreds came 
to their aid ; and the quarrel, notwith- 
Handing the heat of the weather and the 
wine, was apparently fettled. The na- 
tional troops rofe up, and were returning 
I 4 to 
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to the ca(hle to their guard, when they 
were followed by the federates, threatenr 
ing to attack them, and provoking them 
to fight. Three of the grenadiers, who 
were returning by the rue de Florentin, 
were the firft alfailed and wounded. M. 
Duhamel, lieutenant of the grenadiers of 
the battalion des filles Saint Thomas, was 
killed, rolled in the gutter, and trod under 
foot. This feems to have glutted them. 
They carried him back to the Elyfian 
fields, fet their table on his body, and 
drank over him. Duhamel was of all 
men the quietefl and moft orderly ; he 
had been a renutable broker, and ferved 
his countryoiften he was called upon as a 
foldier ; a man of a fine figure, and 

fix feetjp|h; but unfortunately all the 
grcnai^^ were ftaincd with ariftocracy. 


The 
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The levies fgo on with fuccefs at Pa- 
ris ; twelve thoufind, at leaft, have been 
fet free from their various engagements 
in trade, and mechanic employments, and 
are ready to go to the frontiers. Young 
men of large fortune, whole fathers are 
rich and independent, infill upon joining 
the army, and the worklhops are Hript, 
and the counters dclertcd. I have hardly 
patience to tell you that I have heard the 
Duke of Brunfwick’s declaration read, and 
am fo thoroughly difgufted with its unpa- 
ralleled fanfaronade, and the galconading 
Ipirit that breathes through every fentence 
of it, that I can augur no good from the 
pen of fuch a writer. Surely it was dic- 
tated by the emigrants themfelves, with 
the Marquis de Bouille for their fecretary, 
who told us, as you know, that he would 
not leave one ftone upon another at Paris. 
The jokes and plealantry that circulate 

here 
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liere at the expence of the Duke of Brunf- 
ivick are equalJed by nothing but the con- 
tempt with which they treat his menaces. 
The illuftiious General fcems to have 
taken up the wrong inftiument. He 
would have written a more legible hand 
upon the French with his fword than with 
his pen. One ftroke of the fabre had 
been worth a thoufand with the quill. I 
fear now he will be fubjcft to the queftion 
•put to Drances— mutandis* 


Aft tibi Mavor$ 

Ventofa in lingua^ calamiftjue miiiaabus iftia 
Semper erit 


LljlT. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Paris, Aiiguft, 179a.* 

I SEE the fyftem of equality has not yet 
levelled all diftindion. I was furprifed 
the other day on reading a recruiting pa- 
per, fluck up agaiuft the wall, for a regi- 
ment of horfe, formerly belonging to the 
Comte de Chattellcux, in which were thele 
words : ** If the defire of glory excite 
your emulation, enter into this regiment, 
where the young men of family are dif- 
tinguilhed par un galon Sargent, et au- 
ront touies fortes de fatisfa£iim. This 
does not accord too well with the princi- 
pies of the revolution : there is fbmething 
like a fufierance of nobility and vanity in 

this 
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this addrcfs which* are, if you believe Ra- 
baud de St. Etienne, les enncmis irricon- 
cikables de Vi^alite. 

Much has been laid at Paris of the aflif- 
tance which the Emprels of Rudia is to 
give the emigrants, though it by no 
means appears that her Majefty has ever 
done more than perfuade the King of 
Prullia to go himfelf, and lend all his fup- 
port to the tottering caufe of a brother in 
danger. The monarchy-men, neverthe- 
lefs, look to the Queen of the North for 
affiftance. M. d’Efcart, the plenipoten- 
tiary from the Court of Coblentz, at the 
conclulion of a dinner with the King of 
Sweden at Stockholm, attacked the Ruf- 
fian Ambftflador on the tardinefs which 
the . Emprefs Ihowed in fupporting the 
French Princes, and fending fuccours to 
IjOuIs feize* M* d’Efcart being heated 

with 
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with the dinner and the caufe, went fo far 
as to fay, that her Majefty treated this im- 
portant bufinefs with the fame fang f raid, 
the lame legeretf que fes affaires dc cceur. 
This illuftration of her Majefty’s negle6: 
of the common caule of fbvercigns gave 
the high eft offence poffible, and nothing 
could have prevented a diplomatic duel 
but the intcrpofition *and good offices of 
the regent. You muft not call on me to 
vouch for the truth of this ftory ; it is 
the report of the day, I think it probable 
neverthelefs. 

A decree has juft paffed of many arti- 
cles on the fubjedt of pikes, which are to 
be on the model of thofe ufed by Mare- 
chal Saxe, and like his, eight feet long at 
leaft. They are to be ordered by the mi- 
nifter of w’ar, and be delivered in a month, 
and when once delivered cannot be redc- 

mapdqjl 
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manded but by the municipalityi. M. 
Champion, the miiiifter of the interior, 
who was fo roughly handled by the 
Fauxbourg St. Antoine, has fent a procla- 
mation of the King to the adminiftrators 
of the department of Paris, remonftrating 
a^inft the violence and fadlious difpbfi- 
tion of the people who point their wea- 
pons equally againft the throne and the 
Aflembly. Monfieur d’Orlcans complains 
that Luckner has refufed to let him ferve 
in the armee du Rhin without the King’s 
lign manual, which he cannot procure: 
he therefore prays the Aflembly to order 
the marine minifter to aflign to every na- 
val officer the pofl: he is to occupy by land 
during the period in which his ferviceS 
are not required at fea. Upon this peti- 
tion being pi efented, I waited to fee if the 
Aflembly wCuld order M. I’Amiral Phi- 
lippe Jbfeph to command the naval horfe 


com- 
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compofed of feven hundred failors from 
Breft. It founds ridiculous to us to hear 
of failors ferving on horfeback, but it is 
not fo in France, where two men iu three 
begin their education by learning to ride 
and to fence. The patriot Gorfas has 
publifticd a vindication of the murder of 
Duhamel, in which he proves that the fix- 
ty grenadiers and national guards dined at 
the Elyfian fields on purpofe to feek a 
quarrel with the five hundred Marfeillois, 
and exterminate them. 

It lias been propofed that the King 
fijould be accufed and fufpended, and 
then tried. ‘ Louis XJL entmdeces 
lerrihle paroles ; Louis XVL lu n'es plus 
roi /’ The Kins: has mentioned to the Af- 
fembly the Duke of Brunfwick’s letter, 
and fays, that it carries with it no mark 
of authenticity, and that he has heard of, 

it 
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It froftt no one of his minillers in any fb* 
reign court of Germany. 

I forgot to tell you that when the Mar* 
feillois had obliged every body they met to 
change their cockade, the National Af- 
fembly was obliged to interfere, and make 
a decree on purpofe to authorize the wear- 
ing of any cockade of three colours of 
whatfoever materials it might be Com- 
pofed, without meaning to caft any re- 
fleflioa on the Marieillois, but merely on 
account of the quantity of filk cockades 
in hand and unfold, and for the fame rea- 
fbn that the head of Louis XVI. is fuf- 
fered to remain on the aflignats of 25 li- 
vres, and upwards, not becaufe the nation 
refpefls the King’s head, but becaufe it 
cannot afford to lofe fo much paper. 


LET- 
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LETTER XV. 


There 


is not much news frons the ar- 


mies ; a letter from Valenciennes, Auguft 
2 , fays, the Auftrlans are gone back to 
Eavay to prevent their being furrounded 
and cut off. On coming out of* the vil- 
lage of Maulde, in order to furprife the 
Tyiolians and the dragoons de 4 Tour ; 
the firft battalion of Paris, and the feventy- 
eighth regiment foil on one another, 
killed many, and wounded more, before 
the miftake was perceived, which was the 
more extraordinary as the ttloon (bone 
very bright. The alarm waS taken by the 
Tyroliahs> and they faved themfelves by 
flight. The reports propagated on pur- 
VoL. II. K pofe 
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pofe to agitate the people increalc hourly. 
The fans Culottes now in lift on it that 
the King is preparing to depart. 

The Prcfident of the National Afleni- 
bly informs the Houle that a petition 
which has been left three days on the al- 
tar in the Champ de Mars waits to be pre- 
lentcd. Admiflion being granted, the pe- 
titioners enter, preceded by a pike crown- 
ed with a woollen cap ; about the pike is 
a label with the words, * Decheance du 
Ho/,* in great letters. The prayer of the 
petition is among other things, tliat a clear 
Hatement of the finances of the country 
may be laid before them, and that it may 
not be permitted in future to fell the coin 
of the kingdom. The Prefident promifes 
for the Affembly that the petition lhall be 
confidered. The high winds we have 
had of late, within this fortnight, have 

blown 
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Howa up a political ftorm which promlfed 
at firfl: to be very violent, and of long 
continuance. There was a report circu- 
lated all at once, that the foldiers at Soif- 
Ibns were poifoned, and that the bread 
had glafs in it ; on examination certain 
portions of glafs were found in the bread, 
and it was declared to be done on purpofe 
in order to deftroy the army. This ac- 
culation occafioned a violent difturbance 
in the Aflembly, but on inquiring into the 
matter it was found that the wind had 
blown fragments of glafs into the knead- 
ing troughs, which had been worked up 
in the bread. The place where the bread 
was made, [the church of St. John, the 
windows of which were much out of re- 
pair,] having, lince the reformation of the 
clergy, been fufiered to go to decay. 

It 2 


They 
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They have been obliged to come to a 
refolution in the Aflembly, that every ad- 
drefs to ucpofe the King fliould be refer- 
red to the extraordinary committee with- 
out being read. M. M. Vaublauc and 
Dumolard have been attacked by certain 
political afladins, and perfecuted fiom the 
National Aficmbly to the Palais Royal, 
where they were refeued by the national 
guard, hi. Vaublanc was threatened by 
a frdu'c with inflant death, if he ever ap- 
peared again as a deputy of the people. 
W'hile ihefe gentlemen made their com- 
plaint to the Aflembly, which was much 
afltfltcd at the horror of the thing, the 
galleries applauded and nifinifefted thp 
mofl: brutal joy. Word was thought that 
the guard could mil keep off the armed 
mob from furrovmdipg the Hpufe. 


M. Rse- 
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M. Rasderer then appeared aud read the 
corrcffX)ndence of the direflory on the 
outrages and infults ofiered to numbcrlefs 
deputies : and upon the rumour that the 
alarm-bell was to ring out at midnight to 
collcft the citizens together about the caf- 
tle. He read alfb rheanfwer of the mayor, 
who could give no alTurance that there 
would be no dilburbancc. He knows no- 
thing, however, of the nine hundred men 
for whom the municipality is faid to have 
provided barracks. M. Raederer adds, 
that the leftion of the quinze vingts has 
determined, in cafe the legiflature fhall 
not have decided Dn the fate of the King 
at midnight, that the alarm-bell ftiall be 
rung to call the citizens themfelves to 
council. M. Pethion appeared and faid, 
the intended flight of the court W'as the 
only caufe of the meafures taken by the 
municipality. 

K 3 
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In the courfe of the night the toefin 
was rung, and the general heat. The Af- 
lembly met ; the mayor, it was laid, was 
detained as an hoftage at the caftle by the 
national guards : the Houfe thought pro-* 
per to fend for him, and he came, and 
gave an account of the meafures he had 
taken to preferve the peace. Whole fec- 
tions came to the bar from time to time, 
and reprefented the terror and confufiou 
that reigned in every part of the environs 
of the Thuilleries, and the counter-revo- 
lution which feemed to be preparing. The 
buhnefs of the Alfeinbly was interrupted 
continually by the arriv^tl of new meffen- 
gers. 

The minifter of juflice came to advife 
the Alfembly, if they chole to refeue the 
royal family from the fword which hung 
over them by a thread, to fend a deputa- 
tion 
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tion for them from the AlTembly. In the 
raidft of this propofition arrive three mu- 
nicipal officdVs, who announce that com- 
railTioners named by the feflions had taken 
their places at the Hotel de Ville, in virtue 
of powers conferred on them by the peo- 
ple in a general council of the commons ; 
that they had diflolved the municipality 
with the exception of the mayor, and the 
procureur de la commune ; that they had 
put the commander in chief of the na- 
tional guard under arreft, and were now 
new-modcllipg Tetat major of the national 
guard. The Aflembly referred thefe un- 
common proceedings of the new munici- 
pality to the extraordinary committee 
without a remark, as if they had been ap- 
prized of them before they happened. 
They then returned to the propofition of 
the minifter of juftice, and the expediency 
of the King’s taking refuge in the AfTem- 
K 4 hly 
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bly was difcufled. The comtniflioncrs of 
the hall came at this moment to iay, that 
the danger thole people ran who had been 
taken in the night, of being maflacred, 
was very great : the Aflembly ordered a 
guard for their protedlion, but it was too 
late ; M. Goupilleau ran into the Houle 
and faid, he had juft met a group of chil- 
dren carrying about heads upon pikes. A 
municipal officer came to the bar and 
laid, the King, Queen, and family, with 
pinifters, and municipal officers, delired 
to be admitted, and that the King might 
remain in the Hall till the riot was over, 
and the mob difperfed. M. Goupilleau 
declared, the Aflembly could not, delibe- 
rate while the King was prefent. The 
Affembly neverthelefs fent a deputation, 
which conduced the King,, &c, into the 
Houfe. The Queen, the Dauphin, the 
Queen’s daughter, and Madame Eliza- 
beth 
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beth came with his Majcfty. The King 
fcated himlelf by the fide of the Prefi- 
dent, and faid, he came to the Aflembly 
for protedtion, and to prevent the commifi- 
fion of a great crime. The Prefident re- 
turned a civil anfwer, and the King re- 
mained feated by his fide. The remark, 
however, being repeated, that all delibe- 
ration was flopped by the King’s pre- 
fence, his Majefty joined the Queen at 
the bar, and then retired into the box of 
the Ihort hand-writer behind the Prefi- 
dent. M. Raederer, who had introduced 
the King to the Aflembly, reports that he 
and the mayor were at the Thuilleries at 
midnight, and had made every difpofiition 
in their power to preferve peace and fecu- 
rity. That at four o’clock the comman- 
der in chief went to the Hotel de Ville, 
and M. Pethion was called to the Aflera- 
bly. Since that time the department of 

Paris 
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P^is had beeii feparated {tom the munici- 
palitj, aad remained at the caflJe without 
men or authority. M. Rasdercr added, that 
he had dcfircd the troops of the caftlc not 
to attack, but repel force by force. A na- 
tional guard came to announce, that cannon 
was planted againfl the Thuilleries, and 
the people threatened to raze the caftle. 
A c^miflion of ten deputies was ordered 
to go and attempt to quiet the mob. In 
the mean time came a letter from Pethion 
to fay he was a prifoner at home under 
arreft. Juft at this ftage of the bufinefs 
about nine o’clock in the morning, the 
cannon of the Thuilleries fhook the 
Houle repeatedly : the Affembly was 
much difturbed, and the Prefident, in or- 
der to declare the danger, put on his hat, 
and told the members that they fhould re- 
member they were at their pofts. The 
King, too, informed the Prcfident that he 

had 
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had ordered the Swifs not to fire firft. 
Frequent difcharges of mufketry accom« 
pany the field pieces. The Houfe ob- 
ferves a profound filence. They then 
fwear to maintain liberty and equality, 
and that they will unite in the preferva- 
tion of the empire : this propOfition is lent 
to the people without, who were demo- 
lifhing the Chateau, with a farther du- 
rance that the A0*embly was not at that 

moment unmindful of their interefts. 

* 

The deputes were eager to make their 
peace with the mob, for the balls were 
flying about the Hall, and nobody could 
tell how foon they would be direded 
againft it. The fedlion des Thermes de 
Julien, who had appeared at the bar to 
avow the approbation of the decbtmce du 
Roi, were charged with' this commiffion. 
Next appeared the new felf-created mu- 
nicipality with three banners, on which 


were 
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wcffc written * Patrie^ Liberti, Egalite.' 
They came to do homage to the Aflem- 
bly. They declare, that if the people 
have fired upon the caftle, it was becaufe 
they had been firft fet upon by the Swiis 
guards ; that when they faw the people’s 
blood fpilt, they could contain no longer. 
The Affewbly fend words of peace to the 
peoj^le by the municipality, after the oath 
of fidelity had been adminiftered to them, 
and they had ^been received with applauft. 

The firing, which lafted from nine 
o’clock till paft eleven, ceafed before the 
arrival of the new municipality, for the 
caftle Was furrendered, and its contents, 
at leaft parts of them, were brought from 
time to time to the Aflembly. A box 
containing diamonds of the Queen, the 
plate of the King’s chapel, a hatfull of 
louis d’eas, a bundle of Icttersji and a va- 
riety 
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riety of other articles, arrive in fucceffida 
and are depofited on the table. The 
Swifs officers ^re taken, and in the cufto- 
dy of the people ; others from Courbevoic 
were intercepted in their way to Paris. 
The King and the Prefident join in an or- 
der to oblige them to lay down their arras. 
Other citizens appear at the bar to fay that 
the Swifs received the people kindly at 
firf}, anditheii fired on them. This I be- 
lieve to be true in part, and you will fee 
why hereafter. 

M. Verginaux, in the name of the ex- 
traordinary committee, propofed the fol- 
lowing decree : The people are invited to 
form a national convention ; the execu- 
tive power and the civil lift fhall be fuf- 
pended, and the committee fhall recom- 
mend to the legiflature to fettle a certain 
fura for the fubfiftcnce of the King and 

his 
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his family. The minlllers /hall go on to 
exercile their funftions ; a governor /hall 
be named for the Dauphirf ; the King 
/hall be lodged at the Luxcmburgh, and 
remain under the fafeguard of the law, 
and the nation. The mini/lers, according 
to the motion of M. Briflbt, it was then de* 
creed, have loft the confidence of the na- 
tion. ^Thus ends this mmiorable fef- 

fion. In my next I will endeavour to tell 
you how things were conduced at the 
Thuilleries from twelve at night till 
twelve at noon. 


LET 
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LETTER XVL 

I ATTEMPTED in my lafl to give 
you a bird’s-eye view of one fide of the 
country, where the laft adl of a tragedy 
was reprefeuted, which concluded with 
the extindion of the nobility, gentry, 
priefthood, and monarchy of a kingdom 
to which petty fovereigns exhauft their 
ambition in afpiring, even in a dream. 
* Le plus beau revCy qu'on puijfe rever^ 
a dit le grattd Frederic, ejl d'etre Rot de 
France.' 

The fears and apprehenfions of the 
court were awake many days before the 
people came in perfbn to ftorm the caftle. 

As 



As foon, indeed, as the Marfeillois Were 
arrived, on the 30th of July, it was no 
Jonger doubtful that the vifir was fhortly 
to be paid. No inhabitant of the Thuil- 
Icries ventured to retire to bed from the 
5th to the 9th till three or four o’clock 
in the morning. The troops of St. An- 
toine and St. Marceau burnt with impa- 
tience to inarch on the 8ih and the 9th, 
but the chiefs were not quite ready with 
their plan. On the 9th, at half an hour 
after five o’clock I drove through the Ca- 
roufel without obftruftion, nor did I per- 
ceive any great concourfe of people, or any 
thing extraordinary in their numbers ; 
the Ihreets of Paris are alvvavs well filled. 
At nine however, when I wdlhed to re- 
tuni by the way I came, it was repre- 
fented to me as impoffible on account of 
the vaft crow'd which filled the quay be- 
tween thA pout neuf and the pont royal. 
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and all the avenues to the pbcc du Ca- 
i-oufel. I was obliged, therefore, to make 
a circuit round by the Pont Neuf in order 
to crofs the water. There were no troops 
however in this crowd, they were, for 
the moft part, fans culottes without arms, 
other than an old piflol, or a rufty fabrc, 
ora pike. Things remained in this por- 
tion tvithout, till midnight^ when the 
national guards began to arrive which tlie 
commanding officer had required for the 
fecurity of the caftle, and W'ere diftributed 
through the courts, and at the entrance of 
the garden from the place de LoUis quin%e. 
The artillery was difpofed of in the dif- 
ferent courts betw'een the palace and the 
Caroufel, and at the Pout Tournaiit : the 
court oppofite the gate-way, or great en- 
trance, was guarded by two pieces of 
cannon, if not three. M. M. Petion 
and Raederer were at this rime both 
VoL. IJ; L at 
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the caflle; Pctloii, it was faid, Was itl 
council with the King, providing means 
for his fecuricy,; it does not appear, never- 
thelcfs, that the King had him dining 
the whole time he was milfing for when 
he W^s fent for exprefs, he was not with 
the King, and it was fome time before he 
could he found* As foou as the alarm- 
bell had rung, all the citizens were under 
arms ready to march, wailing for the 
woid of command. When you recollccl 
the force that was now in the cafile, and 
about it, you will be perfuaded, that it 
could want nothing for its defence. The 
number of the Swil's amounted to nearly 
level! hundred ; there were ten thoufand 
alfo ready to join the King ; and M. Man- 
dat had two thoufand national guards at 
his difpofil, which, as I have jufl been 
faying, arrived in the night; but he had 
aho at! order from the Mayor to repel 

force 



[ 147 j 

force by force. All the avenues were 
fufficiently guarded by the gendarmerie a 
pied, and u* cheval, live hundred of t!ie 
latter being diftributed, under the com- 
mand of M. de Rhulieres, before the co- 
lonnade of the old Louvre, in order to 
prevent the arrival of t!ie troops from the 
Faubourgs, St. Antoine, and St. Marceau, 
by the quai du Louvre, or to drive them 
on to the Elyfian Fields. Here the new 
municipality, with Petion, Manuel, and 
Danton, of the old, flicwed the firll fpe- 
cimen of their generalfhip. They fent 
an order to Mandat to appear before them ; 
IMandat was told by Raedercr that he muft 
obey ; and left his poft, which he was 
never fuffered to refume; he was foon 
difpatched, and Petion’s orders which 
were found upon him cancelled. Thus 
the head beincr cut ©fF from the body, it 
was an eafy matter to put on a new head, 
L 2 which 
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which might give the corps a new direc- 
tion. M. de Mandat, it was faid, had 
figned an order to this efleft : — ‘ Le premier 
coup de canon /era' tire aux ThuiUerics. 

Boissieux, 

Plus has, De Mandat/ 

The fame fort of game was played with 
the M. de Rhulieres, de la gendarmerie 
Nationale, whofe orders were to attack 
la colonnc des ciloyens par derricre, Itr 
order to counteract this arrangement, M. 
Carteaux, lieutenant of the gendarmerie d 
chevali having his fufpicions of the colo- 
nel of the twenty-ninth divifion, who had 
received the orders, came upon the ground 
at three o’clock in the morning, and at 
when the orders were publicly known, 
|nd the King was then reviewing his 
troops, he afked M. Rhulieres, ^ brufque’‘ 
tnent que compters vous de faire de cet 

ordre ? 
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or (ire ? d' obeir dit Rhuheres ; et bien / 
dit Carteaux^ vous tie Jerez point obei ; 
Je vous en,repond ; et de Juke il va re~ 
joindre fa conipagnie^ et crie, vive la 
Nation.' 

Between five and fix o’clock in the 
morning, inielligcnce having been brought 
every half hour of the ftate of things 
without, the King’s friends were very 
urgent with Louis feize to go down into 
the courts, and review the Swifs-guards, 
and the national troops, and encourage 
them by his voice and prefence, to be 
faithful to his perfon, and defend him 
and his houfehold on the day of trial, 
which was now at hand. Accordingly, 
the King made the tour of the cafile, 
and walked through the ranks encourag- 
ing the troops, who all received him with 
Shouts of applaufe, and cries of vive k 

h 3 Roi, 
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Roi, j3ron^lfing to ftand by him. The 
inhabitants of the chateau (hewed tbem- 
lelves at the windows, and teftified their 
joy at thele welcome founds. Whilft the 
King was reviewing the foldiers, and the 
reftefliment of rum was handing round, 
a bitttalion of St, Jean en Greve defireJ to 
be admitted, and cried x'.ve le Roi. Ano- 
ther fedion came and required the fame 
thing, but as foon as titey were iit, they 
cried 'c/'u.? la Nation, even in the prclcnce 
of the King, as they paffed before him. 
He was now in the garden in his way to 
the review of the refer ved corps at the 
Pont Tournant. On his return back 

^ f 

again, he found ihlirf royalty exiilcd only 
in the courts of /the caftle, and beyond 
thofe limits, that the language was a bat 
h traltn. This, inftead of fortifying his 
fpirit, I -am afraid, deprefled it, and pre-- 
pared him cft'cflually for the fatal and hu- 
miliating 
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mitiatlug propofal now ready to be made 
to him. In fliort, M. Riedcrer came with 
his municipal honours, and perfuaded his, 
Majefty, much too eafily, to quit the 
only pod: where the dignity of his perfon, 
the honour of his crown, and the fafety 
of his houfehold, might have h^en mod 
royally defended, if not mod fuccefsfully 
maintained; nor did he want a dcady 
counfellor in his confort to enable him to 
refid every importunity that urged him to 
a fhameful and inglorious flight, by which 
his oaths and promilcs were to be broken, 
and his fad friends and firm adherents 
were to be given up and facrificed to the 
furious rage of a deluded populace, The 
greated delire to live in fuch a pafe ought 
not to make a man acow^ard ; and though 
it were neceflary to feud the Qneeti with 
her children, and women, to a place of 
Security, the King fliould have remained 
L 4 in 
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in tKe front of his army. The great 4if-- 
ficuUies and dangers the King experienced 
’in forcing his way into the National Af- 
lembly, muft have brought to his remem- 
brance the words of the Qiieen, ‘ That 
if they w'ere to be mafiacrcd, it was much 
better that they (hould die v^ith fome dig- 
nity in their own caftle, than perifh by 
an ignominious flight.’ As foon as the 
King and his fuite had left theThuilleries, 
efcorted by the Swifs, and the national 
grenadiers, and their flight was known in 
the different courts of the caftle, things 
began to change their afpeft. The Swifs 
guards, who had feen him not two hours 
before in the midfl; of them, offeiihg to 
lead them to battle, would not believe it, 
they thought it inipoflible. About the 
time that the King was preparing to go 
to the Afl'embly, or a little before that 
fatal moment, the firft blood was ihed in 

the 
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the court of the Feuillans. The number 
pf people on foot from nine at night till 
nine in the ‘morning, who were mere 
fi)e<5tators and inquirers into what was go- 
iiig forward, was certainly very confide- 
rable in every part of the town, moft of 
them v/ere armed with fword or piftol, or 
any weapon that was in tbeir power to 
procure. Groups of three and five, or 
more, were met frequently by the guards, 
who made themfelvcs mailers of their 
perfons, and hurried them away to the 
cour des Feuillans, and delivered them 
to the corps de garde. Many of thofe 
who were brought were probably emiffa- 
lies from the Thuilleries, and many were 
lent in from the country by the comman- 
der in chief, iVI* Santerre, tq afiifl at the 
great feftival which they had been told 
was going to be celebrated at Paris. 


Early 
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Early in the morning, about fevea 
o’clock, the guard-houle of the FeuiJJans 
was furrounded by an immenfe crowd, 
who came to fee what was to be done with 
the prifoners taken in arms ; tbofe who 
had been feized in the night found means 
to efcape through the garden, the others 
were, after having been interrogated by 
the fe<£bLon and difmilTed, as completely 
innocent of any other offence than that of 
walking in parties by night, obliged to pafs 
through the flaming ordeal of the mob, 
which confumed thcrn in an inflant ; in 
vain did the captain of the guard promile 
that the law ffiould take cognizance of 
the guilty, and befeech the people to let 
the innocent pafs unraoleffcd : h^d he nojt 
defcended from his ftool, he would have 
been rougb^ handled himfelf. Mader 
moifelle Jj^eroigne foon fet him at 
nopghtjj^d brandiftiing her fabre, ftie or- 

dcrecl 
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dered the prifoners for immediate execu- 
tion. Five of them were in confequencc 
hurried away to the place de Vendome, 
and beheaded in an inftant. Four of their 
bodies, which were nearly of a length, 
w'erc placed in a line, and the fifth acrofs 
at right angles. Among thefe was a very 
obnoxious charafter, M. Suleau, whofe 
murder was of itfelf a complete facrifice 
to the mob. The fifth body placed acrofs 
at the feet of the reft was called a prieft 
by the name of Bouillon, a man of enor- 
mous ftature and horrid afpe£t. The 
heads were placed on pikes, and lent round' 
the town, and M. Goiipilleau reported, as 
you remember, to have met one of them. 
The King was now at the Affembly, and 
the Marfeillois were in the Caroufel. AU 
authority, and much ftrength, went with 
the King to the National Aflerably. The 
caftle was left without a commander, and 

ai^ 
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as full of foes as of friends, and of pikes 
as of mnlkets ; but had its defence been 
flill weaker, and its champions lefs nu- 
merous, it might have made *a longer 
and nrK>re gallant ftand, though it were 
not poffible but that it muft be over- 
whelmed at laft. The moment was now 
come, the ammunition was arrived, and 
M. Santerre had made alibis arrangemcats 
■ for the attack which had been delayed on 
account of the powder and ball. The 
Caroufel was now completely filled with 
Marfeillois, with pike-men, with national 
troops, and idle fpe^lators in the back 
ground, who little fulpefting that the ex- 
plofion was fo near, on the firft difeharge 
forced their way back into the rue St. Ho- 
nore by the rue St.| Nicaife j they were 
|3crfe£lly right in fb doing, for the Houle 
of a M. Brunton, oppofite the great gates 
pf the.cour royalc, had, in the courfe of 
5 the 
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the two hours the firing laficd, forty odd 
(hots in it. You remember the gate- way 
nearly oppofite to the horfe-guarcis: k 
was paft nine o’clock when the Marfeil* 
lois advanced to the horfc'-guards and de- 
manded admiflion^ at the fame time a Chot 
was fired from the mic kji p of the Caroufel, 
which went fairly abi^ the palace and 
ftruck againfi: the roo^^ Others wereallb 
fired (for I counted fS^rai difcharges of 
cannon before themulketry) but with lit- 
tle effcd. The Marfeillois then forced 
the gates with their own cannon, and en- 
tered fhouting. As foon as they were in, 
they faluted the palace with a difcharge 
of mulketry. The Swifs had already 
fired from the windows of the pavillion 
dc Flore, and killed the captain of a bat- 
talion of the feftion of St. Germain, on 
the pont royal, as he was advancing at 
the head of his men to prevent the fans 

culottes 
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fculottes from pillaging, and to prcfcrve 
order; this happened before any adion 
took place, and was undoubtedly a very 
indilCreet and ill-judged thing, and became 
the means of irritating the well-difpofcd 
and uncorrupted national guards againft 
the Sw'ifs. I had this account from the 
lieutenant of the corps, who, when I ob- 
ferved that the Swifs were provoked to 
fire upon the Marfeillois breaking into the 
court, told me, that might or might not 
be, but they had no provocation to kill 
my captain who was coming to their uf* 
iiftauce. 


LET 
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LETTER XVII. 


1 HE national guards were the flrll: who 
fired upon the Marfeillois on their en- 
trance in the court, and did no inconfide* 
rabie execution. The fummons to fur- 
render had now brought down the Swifs 
from the apartments, who were for the 
moft part within the caftle, from whence 
came innumerable voices crying, vive le 
Roi ! This W'as a fignal 'for a general at- 
tack, and both armies were engaged in an 
inftant. The Swifs and the national 
guards availed themfelves of the two 
pieces of cannon before the great flaircale, 
and pointing them towards the thickeft 
groups to the right and left, fwept the 

court. 
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Court, and levelled whole battalions like 
packs of cards. The troops of the caftle 
piirfued thofe, whom the canpons charged 
with old iron and heads of nails had only 
put to flight, to the fquare of the Carou- 
iel, and continued firing upon the fugi- 
tives till they had cleared the place. ThO 
Swifs then took poffeflion of the artillery 
in the Caroufcl, and returned to their 
pofls, which was hardly done before the 
Marfeillois began to rally, and having 
formed thcrafelves anew, marched into 
the court, eight a-breaft, with impenetra- 
ble front. The attack was renewed flora 
all fides, from the pont royal, from the 
great terrace, in the garden, and from the 
terrace des Feuill^s ; and the caftle-walls 
were cannonaded in every direction, but 
with fo little cfFe«£l:, that in the afternoon 
of the battle I could not count above a 
dozen pl^s where the balls had made 

any 
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any impreffion. The deepeft mark I 
faw, was over the windows of Madame 
Elizabeth’s .apartment facing the Pont 
Royal. On the renewal of the attack 
many of the Swifs fought from their 
barracks, whither they had retired on 
the approach of the enemy, with great 
fuccefs. The Gendarmerie contented 
themfclves with looking on till they faw 
the Swifs overpowered and giving way, 
when they joined the conquerors in pink- 
ing them after they were down. A party of 
thirty-five, W'hich was driven through the 
paffage into the gardens, were received 
upon the bayonet of the national guards 
who had firft fired on the Marfeillois on 
iheir irruption into the court. The Gen- 
darmerie a cheval now came to the aid 
of the brave Marfeillois, and having fet fire 
to the barracks, forced the Swifs to quit 
their polls, and attempted to regain the 
VoL. II. M 
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ilaircafe. lu doing rhis, many periflied 
before they could delcend into the court. 
T!je cpnfufion now was at the highefl', 
and you faw the red and the blue uni- 
, forms fighting on the fame fide againft 
the blue on the oppofite, for all the national 
guards had not as yet dclerted the Swifs ; 
but in proportion as viftory declared for 
the blues, the Swifs were left to fall alone. 
Every part of the caftle bore witnefs to 
their defeat, within and without, in the 
courts, and in the gardens, at the door of 
the National Affembly, and in the Ely- 
fian fields ; but the greateft numbers were 
flain in the vellibule, at the foot of the 
ftaircale, and on the terrace of the gar- 
den. The Captain of the Marfeillois 
boafted at table, with Mademoifelle The- 
roigne, the day after the aftion, that he 
had killed eleven d’cmblee, who were 
concealed in a clolet of the apartments of 

the 
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the Dauphin, on which that bloody Ama- 
zon remarked, who, too, had flomach for 
them all, ‘ Q le gourmand' — My friend, 
who had the fingular fortune to dine at 
the table with this lovely pair, was made 
lb lick with their favourite idea of a roaft- 
ed Sw’ifs, that he loft his dinner, and was 
laughed at by the whole company for his 
ejccellivc fqueanhfimefs. Excufe this di- 
greffion. — It w'as now paft eleven o’clock, 
and thc caftlc was pillaging, for the bat- 
tle was over faule des combattans du cole 
des Suijfcs. Thole who were found in the 
cellars or on the roof were all dilpatched. 
The Swifs-guards, however, were not 
the only objedls of popular fury, which 
defeended fo low as to attack the cuilinier 
en chef, the aide de cuiline, and the mar- 
miton. The rags even of the pauvre 
commijjionaire du chateau could not pro- 
tect him from the general {laughter : the 
M 2 wretch- 
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wretched errand-boy, who for douze fous 
ihewed you a private way to the chnpcl, 
and introduced you to a view of the de- 
voted monarch and his family, when no 
admifilion was granted to any one without 
a ticket, was involved in the fame ruin 
with M. d’Affry, and Clermont Tonnerre. 
Death hovered over every inhabitant of 
the caflle on that fatal day, and all were 
fubje£t to his ftrokc. 


• Le pauvre en fa cabane ou le chaume Ic coiivre^ 
Et la garde qiii veiUe aux barrieres du Louvre. 


I could go on all day to tell you how 
the Swiffes were hunted down in every 
part of Paris, and that every man, even a 
chaffeur Breton, who wore a red coat, 
was aflaffinated before the identity of the 
perfon could be recognized. It mattered 
little whether they alked for quarter oi* 


nor. 



[ ^^5 ] 

not, they every where found none, and 
not all the proteftion of the legiflature 
could fave a ’lingle individual. The wo- 
men who attended to ftrip the dead were 
particularly fivagc and inhuman, when 
they found one of the cent Suifl'es, or a 
handfome body-guard, or a tall grenadier, 
at fucli a fight their eyes fwelled with ec- 
llafy, and they Ihcwed more activity in 
maiming and disfiguring, than in robbing 
and Gripping. The Swifles of hotels and 
of churches, with their wives and chil- 
dren, who had taken no part in this day’s 
blood, were murdered moft inhumanly, 
one in the Rue de Richelieu, another in 
the Fauxbourg St. Germain, and in many 
other parts of Paris. If this were the 
cafe, thofe of the calerns of Courbevoye, 
and thofe who had been once in arms, 
however fmcere their repentance, or hum- 
ble their fubmiflion, rouftof courfe be cut 
M 3 off, 
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offj uy^ue ad internedonem, to a man, and 
fb it was. 

Durinsf the whole of the horrid inte- 
rim between ei'^ht o’clock and twelve, 
the King and Qiieen were laid as it were 
in their narrow cell, and doomed to hear 
the taunts and reproaches of the national 
deputies, who were not flow to infult 
their miferies, exult over their fallen 
ftate, and tax them with being the imme- 
diate caufe of that day’s carnage. No- 
thing was heard but indignities, fuch as 
Louis feize tu ties plus roi ! Louis feize 
tu as creufe ton pr opr c tombeau^ dijl le 
feut him que tu as jamais fait pour la 
France. The applaufes that accompanied 
thefe bons-mots from the galleries were 
inceffant and unbounded, fince they were 
repeated at the arrival of every new mef- 
fenger from the caftle, who reported the 

pro- 
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progrefs of the battle, and dcpofited the 
opwia fpoUa on the table. The capture 
of the Swifs ‘officers, and the news of the 
re-inforcement from the caferns at Cour- 
bevoye having been intercepted, made the 
Houfe mad tvith joy. 

As foon as the heat of the battle was 
over and the cannonading had ceafed, the 
inhabitants, who had ffiut to the folding 
gates of their courts, began to open them 
little by little, and to venture into the 
ftreet, and long before hx o’clock in the 
evening, almoft all Paris was on foot, and 
in the field of battle. I'hc quays on 
both fides the river from the Pont Neuf to 
the Pont Royal were filled with w'omcn, 
children, and curious fpeftators, as on the 
eve of a great felUval, or the noon of a 
proceffion-day ; the fteps of the multitude 
feemed all to be bent one way towards the 
M 4 Thu' 
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Thuilleries ; but as the day declined the 
numbers on the fouth fide were the great- 
eft to fee the fine effedl of the fire in the 
Caroufel through the guichets of the Lou- 
vre. At the end of the Pont Royal neareft 
the gardens, there was a colkiftion of 
drunken pike-men darting their offenfive 
weapons moft irregularly in all directions, 
and aiSting over again the feats of the day. 
There was no making one’s way through 
this group, however like a fans culotie, 
or an Englifliman you might be dreft, 
without fome rilk ; it was therefore necef- 
fary to make a ftiort circuit, and by keep- 
ing clofe to the new iron rails erected 
fince the 20th of June, before the pavil- 
lion de Flore, to get unobferved into the 
garden. The infeription on the gates of 
hell in Dante would have fuited this en- 
trance exa£tly — ‘ Per me Ji va tra la per- 
duta genie* The moment you were in 


you 
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you faw a dead body to the right, and to 
the left a body dead drunk. I’he area be- 
low was piled up with tliefe latter lying 
in heaps at the cellar doors. The kitchen 
and all its dependent offices had been ran- 
lacked completely and turned inlide out ; 
for all its moveables were carried away, 
or thrown out at the windows. The ter- 
race was full of mangled carcafes, for the 
moll part ftripped and mutilated, and 
turned over to hide their defers. The 
heau valet de f ied de la reine lay in the 
garden near the terrace with his face up- 
wards, cut and flaflied like Deiphobus. If 
it had not been for thefe bloody and infal- 
lible marks of war, and civil outrage, you 
might have millaken the Thuilleries for a 
fair or annual feftival, at which the peo- 
ple were permitted t;o fee the palace and 
walk through all its apartments as at the 
fete formerly of St. Cloud. In fpiie of all 
I the 



the difficulties of approach on every fide 
through the fire and over the dead, there 
Was no window in the caflle' that was not 
crowded with fpectators, to fay nothing 
of the numbers that were walking through 
the apartments. The refl of Paris, except 
the place dc Vendome, was deferted and 
abandoned ; the fhops w'cre fhut up even 
in the palais royal, and the iron gates of 
the colonnades all clofed ; not a Jew or 
a money-changer was lo be feen in tlie 
rue Vivienne, and no one of the theatres 
was open. In the place de Vendome 
there was a drunken crew mounted on the 
pedeftal of the equcflrian flatuc, endea- 
vouring to overfet it, in obedience to the 
proclamation of the fedlion of the French 
theatre, now changed in honour of the 
brave Marfeillois, to the fedlion of Mar- 
feiiles. This proclamation invited all 
good citizens to efface every mark of roy- 
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alty in Paris, and every infcription of 
prince, monarch, or houfc of Bourbon, 
from the gate- ways or corners of the 
flreets, wherefoever they occurred, even 
the P'iace de Galles was immediately 
taken down from the hotel of that name. 

The King and Qiiccn, after having been 
now twelve hours in their narrow cell of 
ten feet fquare, and feven high, were con- 
duced to their apartments, which con lifted 
of th ree fmall rooms with two beds in 
each for them and their fuite. 

Aflaftinatiens and proferiptions conti- 
nued in full force during leveral days after 
the tenth. On the eleventh M. Pethion 
came to the National Aflembly to Ihow 
himfelf the moment his arreft: was taken 
off. The Aflembly defired him to remain 
in the committee rooms, in order to be at 

hand 
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hand when it might be neceffary to ro- 
queft his lervices. 

Numbers of plunderers and free-boot- 
ers have been executed by the people, 
who caught them in the fail, either at the 
place de Greve, or in the Thuilleries. 
The panegyrifts of the day, for the liberty 
of the prefs is only permitted to thofc 
of the right fort, who fay the people can 
do no wrong : the panegyrifts, fuch as 
Condorcet, Marat, Carra, Roberfpierre, 
&c. talk of the i oth of Auguft as replete 
with heroifm. ‘ MlUe a^lions dignes des 
plus grands eloges^ mille traits heroiques, 
on ditf etoient melis d ces fcencs de fang, 
et eti diminuoieni rhorreur' 

The arm of vengeance was bared ; 
thefe apologifts pretend only againft the 
guilty, fuch as the ariftocrate Carle, the 

les 
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les fieurs d’Affry, fils, et d’Erlac, le li- 
bcllifte Suleau, I’exconftituant Duport, 
auteur de riwdicateur, rex-miiiiftcr de la 
marine Flcurieu, Staniflas Clermont 
Tomicrre, founder du club monarchique, 
le commandant general Mandat, et le beau 
valet de pied de la Reine. How the three 
laft became the marked objeifls of popular 
vengeance, is not fo veiy clear, the peo- 
ple, indeed, reproached Clermont Ton- 
nerre with felling his flour too dear. ‘ Ce 
hougre th j'arinier qui nous a vendu Ja Ja^ 
vine Ji there ; and as to Mandat, his 
crime was in adhering to his orders ; but 
the oflence of the beau valet mufi: have 
been his beauty. D’Aft'ry the father got 
off for a Ihort imprifbnmcnt and a trial, 
in which he laid the blame on the Queen, 
and being known for his democratic 
principles, was rclealed. 


The 
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The bufts of la Faycctc, Bailly, and 
Neckcr, which adorned the council-cham- 
ber of the commons, are reduced to pow- 
der, with the cqueftrian ftatuc of Henri 
quatre. This flatue of the great Henry 
was very thin and filled up with clay, 
which crumbled to dufl on the touch. 
The materials ofl^uis the 14th and 15th 
were more valuable ; M. Mafers de la 
Tude agreed for the right hand of Louis 
1 5tla, which had figned the order for his 
imprifonment in the Baftillc. The fatif- 
faftion, I think, raufl be but fmall to pof- 
fefs a bronze hand which could not even 
have been moulded on the original. An- 
tony’s was infinitely more complete in be- 
ing mafter of Cicero’s tongue which the 
murderers were ordered to cut out and 
bring to him ; that very tongue which 
had given him fo much offence. 


In 
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In the night of the i ith and 12th two 
brothers were taken np at St. Eiiftache 
named Soubeyrand. One of them had 
bee:) aide de camp of M. de la Fayette, 
when he was commander in chief at Pa- 
ris, and has refided here fince April laft. 
The other has been at Paris but eight 
days, and is an aide de camp of la Fayette 
at this time. The report now is, that 
four hundred perfons have efcaped from 
their hiding-places, perhaps forty, in the 
caftle in the night of the nth and 12th. 
They fay that M. de Champeenet was of 
the number, he lay concealed a confide- 
rable time under dead bodies- 


LET. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

\ ESTER DAY the royal family was 
concluded U> the 'rcmple. It was found 
impolitic to lodge tlie King at the Lux- 
emburgh, on account of the probability of 
his efcaping througis the fabterraneous 
paflages. The hoiife of tl\e miiiiflcr of 
jnflice was then propofed, but this was 
alfo overruled, and the temple was irrevo- 
cably fixed for tlte royal relidcnce. The 
National AfTembly then decreed that the 
King fhould be configned to the care of 
the good and virtuous citizens of Paris. 
In conformity to this decree the council 
general of the commons chofc the tem- 
ple 
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1 cii'.li, -<vr>\ .si'pearcd to be much crowded, 
TiIk! v\iy ill ;it iheir eafe. The King’s af- 
ped was dcjc'dcd in the extreme, ftupid, 
and vae.ini. Tlfo Queen appeared calm 
but ha;r htv ; {he looked about her witli 
niLieh apparent coolneis, and examined 
the rnii lion with arreat 'unconcern. Pc- 

O ^ 

ilhon was fo much alarmed at her man- 
ner, that he told her {he muft not look 
io I iroudly at the people. Tire Queen 
( lid,, {he thought the people were very 
“ quiet.” — “ No, Madam ; they are very 
“ unquiet at this moment ; they may ap- 
“ pear calm to you, but I can by no 
“ nreuib ruii'.vcr tor their being fo a mo- 
“ ment hence.” — Duriner the whole of 

O 

this march wiih folemn ftepand flow, tor- 
rents of abufe were poured forth from 
every q\iu-tcr. The air rang with ‘ /e 
C'jchon au d'lc.il:, a la guillotine^ a la Lou- 
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ife^ la garce a fhopitah' When tiie wag- 
gon with its royal load, drawn by four 
horles, arrived at the Place de Vendome, 
it was ordered to flop oppofite tlic great 
equeftrian ftatuc of Louis XI Vth, which 
was upon the ground, on purpofe to prq- 
fcnt the palling monarch with a real 
image of fallen grealnefs, and Ihow him 
the fublimeil of all his anceftors rolled 
down from his utmoft hcigh.t. To this 
fpeaking puJlure was added a grand cho- 
rus of a thoufand voices, ‘ eV// ainf. que 
nous abattons les tyransP One poor man 
was Indifcreet enough in the courle of 
the expedition to cry, ‘ V'lvc le RoP on 
the Boulevards, and was cut down and 
torn to pieces in a moment, and in as 
fliort a time not the fmallelT: trace of him 
was to be fecn. At length, after a moft 
tedious journey of feveral hours, the King 
N 2 and 
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and his family arrived at the Temple, and 
were depofited in the old Gothic tower, 
which is diftlnd from the^ priory where 
the Comte d’Artois was lodged when at 
Paris. M. Pethion went back, however, 
to the commons to know, ‘ Ji elle perjtf- 
ioii d loger Louis XVI. dans la tour dii 
'Temple ou dans le palais prieurall The 
anfwer was, ‘ dans la tour' 

I have now brought my narration to a 
conclufion, having fliut up the King and 
confined the executive power. It is time 
alfo, I hear from all quarters, to quit this 
place. My lacquais de place, w’ho I am 
perfuaded would cut my throat for fix li- 
vres, yet cannot forget his politenefs, told 
me but yefterday, in ray w’ay to the Mai- 
ne for a paffport : ‘ Je fuis bien aife que 
vous en alkz, les terns font periileux,' 

and 
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and I am quite of his opinion that it is by 
no means fafe and difcreet to remain in a 
country where you may be killed by mif- 
take, or for fix livres. 

Adieu, I fiball fee you foon, 

Ever your’s. 


Ns 


REFLEC- 




REFLECTIONS. 


Acceptation of the Con/iilution. 

The ariftocrates fay, that the King, 
when he accepted the conftitution, (hould 
have gone to the National Aflembly and 
told the deputies that he neither could ac- 
cept, nor refufe the new government, 
becaule he could not bring himfelf to 
Iwear that he would maintain laws which 
he thought dangerous to the ftate, and 
impeffible to be enforced ; that on the 
other hand he could not in his confcience 
renounce the throne, becaufe that muft be 
the effetS; of fear and timidity : but that 
he had brought his life and his head to the 
N4 Na- 
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Narioiial Afl'embly, which they might 
dirpofe of as they pleafed. To fiy no- 
thing of the diihculty of finding un roi 
philoj'ophc, ct un philofophc roi. It re- 
quired a much flrongcr party than the 
King could boaft of to hold Inch language 
as this. Various and niiiliiform tvere the 
plans delivered to his Majcftjs in which he 
was made to underftand he had the con- 
currence of the Queen ; but they required 
many of them fome little refiftance to be 
made, fomeiliori flandat particular points, 
that would have brought on a quarrel 
with certain diigrace and blcociflied, from 
which Louis XVI. could not conquer his 
averfion. This was the caufe of all the 
projects of the courtiers being laid afidc, 
and of the adoption of the letter, drawn 
up by M. M. Thourct and Emmery, 
which was fent to the National Aflera- 
bly. 

Na-^ 
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'National j^Jfembly. 

At length, at the end of two years and 
five months, the Aficmbly of the nation 
laid down its fovereign command, and re- 
hgned the fcepter of Icgiflation into the 
hands of the now deputies of the people. 
The charafler of this AiTembly ftands 
higli for wifdom and for talents, by con- 
tra H:, if it may be compared with its fuc- 
cefl'ors, and appreciated according to that 
compariion ; but when judged abfl:ra<ftly, 
it mufl: be accordintr to the oood it has 

O O 

produced, and the fruit it has borne ; w'hat, 
then, is the refult of its experiments on 
five and twenty millions of people ? Has 
it increafed their political happinefs ? 
Moft certainly — by liberating them from 
the gripe of dclpotifm, and railing them 
to life and freedom from the opprefiion of 

tyranny ^ 
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tyranny ; if you alk for what purpofe^— 
the anfwer muft be, why to kill them 
afterwards by excefs of lilierty. 

Where is the mighty difference of being 
fqneezed to death by the iron hand of a 
king, or being robbed and murdered by a 
free-booter? What are we to think of 
reafon, liberty, and humanity, which pro- 
duce all the effeds of folly, tyranny, and 
barbarity ? 

IThe fecond "^athnal AJembly. 

The new deputies met for the fitH: 
time on Saturday, the firfl of Odober, 
179a, and after they were called over, it 
was found that there were four hundred 
and thirty-four prefent, 


On* 
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One of the clerks aiked if there was 
any of the deputies older than (ixty>eight ? 
one of fixty-iiine then appeared and todc 
the chair as firft’ Prefident : he began his 
<^ce by ringing his bell, and met with 
the moft unbounded applaule. The two 
youngcft were the firft lecretaries, M. M. 
Demolan and Voezarel, each twenty-five 
years of age. The moft confiderable part 
of the Afifembly was found to be under 
thirty, and the oldeft member, the father 
of the convention, was announced to be 
M. Batteau. 


jiby FmcheU 

The Abbe Fauchet, or Biibop of Bay- 
eux, had his eledlion contefted, but was 
neverthelefs returned the fitting member. 
There were but two more deputies in the 

fame 
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lame cafe with hitnfclf.* The Bifliop of 
Baycux is famous for his zeal in main-. 

taining 

. * An idea of the violence of the Eifhop of Bay- 
ciix may be acquired by his fpecch again ft M. De- 
leftart, whom he accufcd of high Ireafon, prevari- 
cation, and perfidy, and a total ignorance of the' 
conftitiilion ; of having ftarvcd;tltc conftitutional. 
priefts, and of having paid no attention but to the 
refraiStory ; of being the caufe of all the (laughter 
of Avignon. J fays the orator, that 

the ghofts of the flaia Avould for ever fill round hia 
path, and the gnawings of remorfe prey upon his 
vitals. Let him live, but let it be amidft the 
dead bodies in the glaciere of Avignon, whon^ 

‘‘ his favage and brutal rage has deprived of 
exiftcnce.*' The Abbe w^as called to order, 
though covered with the applaufe of the gal- 
leries, and was told that his words were unworthy 
of a prieft and a bifhop. He neverthclefs pro- 
pofed the decree of aepufation ^gainft the minifter, 
which was referred to the committee of legillation, 
and the refult was to be brought up in three days. 
M. Deleflart exculpated himfelf on the report of 
tjie decree on all points moft completely, not for- 
getting the priefts and Avignon, and concluded 
with deploring the hard fate of minifters who were 

obliged 
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.aining the new fyftem of things, and for 
Itis panegyric on Benjamin Franklin, in 
which he is himfelf the principal fig,ure 
on the canyaTs, whilft his hero is thrown 
into the (hade. For inAance, he tells us, 
Je loe 'un grand homme^ hifiiiuteur de la 
liberie Ainericaine ; je fuis homme 
je fuis libre^f ai le fuff rage de mes conci- 
ioyens, deft ajez^ mes paroles font immor- 
Uiles' Mere the Abbe pats hirnfLlf in 
the place of his hero, and (iilrly foreAalis 
him by leaping into the niche prepared 
for his laint. But if his words are im- 
mortal, his conceptions are (till more fub- 
llme. ‘ Le fage lui-mane qui par la 
force de fes refebiions, ct Pablivite de fa 
grande ame, s'cUve en implorant raff 

obliged to defend themfelves againft unfounded ca- 
lumnies and groundk'fs accufations. L’Abbc Fau- 
chet fat filcnt, but apparently much agitated. De- 
lelTart was highly applauded, and fairly obtained a 
vi£lory over an enraged patriot. 


tance 
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lance divine^ au dejfus des vulgaires fen- 
fees^ ne fait que fiotter dam rimmenftS 
des conceptions eternelles' To float in the 
immenflty of eternal conceptions wants 
an explanation which we look for in vain 
in the panegyric. The Bifhop has a loud, 
powerful, and alarming cry, which may 
be of ufe in warning againfl: approaching 
dangers, but is of little fervice in repair- 
ing the evils of anarchy and deflruftion, 
by the milder influence of fenfe, realbn, 
Und philofophy. 

Pethion and Roberffierre. 

At the concluHon of the laft fitting of 
the Aflemblec Conftituantc, feme hun- 
dreds of women and children, and fre- 
quenters of the galleries paid their homage 
to M. M. Pethion and Roberfpierre, and 
placed a civic crown on their heads ; they 

then 
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then led them to their carriages accftmpa- 
jjied by the mufic of the national guards, 
and were preparing to unharnefs their 
horfes. The ’patriots begged leave to de- 
cline this great honour. Whilft tbefc 
marks of diftinflion were fhown to Pe- 
thion and Roberfpierre, many others, who 
had formerly been the idols of popular 
adoration, were hifled and abufcd. The 
prefent Aflembly is compofed of a variety 
of parties, but the moft prevailing ones 
are thole of monarchy-men and republi- 
cans. The former prefer the govern- 
ment which, they fay, jimt en pointe ; 
the latter that which terminates en platte 
forme. M. VAbbi Sieyes prefere k tri- 
angle d la platte forme. The club of qua- 
tre vingt neuf was the fchool where the 
art of governing France was taught, and 
Mirabeau was of it, till the Jacobins per- 
fuaded him to come over to them. During 
2 fome 
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fume little lime this aflociatioa was in d 
maiuier cxtinfl, till a divifion among thd" 

Jacobins gave it an opportunity of diftiri- 

* 

guilhing itfelf as the lols oflicc of protec- 
tion and fountain of favour and emolu- 
ment. Univerlal govcrnmeni was the ob- 
jc£l of its chiefs. The king they wilhed 
to fet up was to be without authority, or 
power of defending himfelf : the miuiilers 
they meant to appoint w^erc to be inde- 
pendent of the crown, and fubjed to the 
aflernbly of the nation. Birth and the 
merit of ancient fcrvice was to be driven 
from the throne, and the diftribution of 
all honours referved for the legiflative 
body. The Jacobins and the cote droit 
difconccrted thele fehemes by rejeding 
the decree intended to eftabliih the re-eli- 
gibility of the exifting deputies in the fe- 
coiul Icgiliature, and by voting (hat any 
place whatfoever in the miniftry was in- 
compatible 
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compatible an^ untenable with a feat in 
the National Aflembly. • From this mo- 
ment the Jacobins and the club of 1 789 
were divided, and their feparation was 
publicly announced after the affair of thd 
Champ de Mars. The minifterialifls, as 
they have been called from that time, ^f- 
fembled at the Feuillans. Here they were 
foon joined by Barnave, Lameth, Duport, 
Goupil, Menou, and Beauharnois j men, 
wlio having loft the confidence of the 
Jacobins^ by leaning too much to the 
King’s party, made a fudden change in 
their principles and their language. Their 
acceffion^ however, was a powerful re-in- 
forcement to the weaker fide, and enabled 
it to carry the day on many qudftions in 
the National Affembly. Thefe divifions 
brought patriotifm into difgrace, and Bar- 
nave was fold for a penny and la Fayette ■ 
for two-pence. The hopes of any long 
VoL. II. O con- 
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continuance of tranquillity which is to 
arile from the collilion of oppofite parties, 
who both, at one time or. other, hav'e 
looked forward to the fame end, the dif- 
folution of the monarchy, ought never to 
be too languine. 

'Education. 

Education in France, on which many 
new and ingenious treatifes have been pro- 
pofed for the inftruction of youth, feems 
at pretent to be centered totally and en- 
tirely in the drum, the fife, and the muf- 
ket, and all French children to a boy arc 
brought up in uniform. 

Religion is as completely left out of the 
queftibn, how children are to be educated, 
as if it never exilled in the country ; one 
would think they had borrowed and im- 
proved 
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proved on the lyflem of an Englifli Ba- 
ronet and a great female hiftorian, who 
recommend, particularly, the one, that the 
name of God (hould not be mentioned to 
his fon till he is feven years old ; and the 
other, that no idea of religion (hould be 
given to children till they were twelve 
years of age. In the beginning of the fe- 
cond Affembly fome time was fpent in 
contriving how the oath of the deputies 
could be made as folemn as poffible with- 
out mixing with it the fmallcft particle of 
divinity, becaufe it was thought that the 
name of God might carry wltli it a fuper- 
ftitious influence. 

Prejudices, 

Early prejudices agaiinft royalty, even in 
its conftitutional form, (hewed themfelves 
in the National Convention. The depu- 
O 2 tation 
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tatiou fcnt to the King to inform him that 
theAfiembly was definitively conftituted, 
gave great offence on account of the mode 
of doing it, which was by inquiring of 
the keeper of the feals when the King 
would be plealed to receive the deputaiion. 
It was, therefore, ordered to be difeonti- 
nued, and an immediate communication 
with the King himfelf was decreed, and 
the titles of majefty and fire, upon the 
motion of M. Grangeneuve, were com- 
manded to be fupprelled ; the former of 
which, he faid, only belonged to God 
and the people. The reception of the 
King in the Aflembly difguflcd the re- 
publican patriots ; the fautcuil was too 
fine, and even ‘ fcandaleux far fa ri- 
chejji' and ought not to be better than 
the chair of the Prefident. Then M. 
Thouret bowed too low to the firff fer- 
varit of the people, and offence was taken 
3 that 
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that the King’s approach (houIJ be figni- 
fied by a herald at arms, and not by one 
of the ufher^ of the Convention. Thus 
the AOcmbly fhovved itfelf zealous of tti- 
fles and eager to correft them in the head 
of the conditution, but ’totally unable to 
reform their own exceffes, which muft in 
the end be their ruin. M. Bazire’s at- 
tempt to controul the galleries and pre- 
vent their exhibiting any figns in future 
of approbation or dil'pleafure, was too fee- 
ble and loo little fupported to be carried 
into eifeft, and he himfelf was reduced 
to liience by the order of the day. 

Mirabeau. 

The buft of Mirabeau, which was pre- 
lented to the National Aflembly by M. 
Palloi, architect of the republic, and 
placed in the hall of the Convention, is 
O 3 now 



now no more the objeft of adoration. 
Fortune has dealt with that great man as 
fhe did with Dionyfius and I-X)uis feize, 
and all the generals of the French armies. 
When Palloi brousfht the bufl: of Mira- 
beau to the Convention, he flattered him- 
felf that he had had the good fortune to 
make the very flones of the Baflille fub- 
fervient to the caufe of liberty. 

Galleries. 

The galleries of the National Conven- 
tion are difgraced by hired and vgnal 
troops, who are placed there for the fer- 
vicc of the chiefs of the different parties; 
the advocates of the King are now and 
then found to be mixed with them, who 
Ipeak very freely of the deputies, and re- 
proach them with their poverty and their 
infignificance, and call them, un fas de 

gueuxy 
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gueux, who have no flake in the country. 
It is very lingular that thele people have 
not the fear bf being turned out before 
their eyes, when they caft refle(flions on 
the general body, and abufe the Aflerably, 
as it were, to a man. For example, a 
voice comes from the gallery on the Pre- 
fident’s reproving the members for coming 
fo late, ‘ C'ejt qu'o7i raccommodait leur 
culotcs' It is not from the fins culottes 
alone that the Aflembly is made to hear 
difagrceable truths ; they come, too, 
from the bar, and petitioners now and 
then will deliver in a lift of their grie- 
vances which bear hard on the deputies, 
and accufe the law-givers in direct terms 
of being the authors of them. M. Deffau- 
dray, in the name of a fociety of artifts, 
united and aflbeiated under the title of 
point central des artSy et des metiers, had 
the courage to tell the Aflembly of the 
O 4 annihi-r 
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annihilation of arts, and of all commerce j 
of the neceflity of inftruiling the people 
in their duties and their bufwiefs, as well 
as their rights ; that it was the bufinefs of 
the Convention to inform the nation that 
its fovereignty would neither feed it, nor 
cloath it ; that the beft conhitution a 
country could enjoy, was that under 
which it might live quietly, and find en- 
couragement and reward for the fruit of 
its induftry ; that no country could prof- 
per whole Ipccic was exported, and 
whofe population w'as decreafing. M. 
DefFaudray added, that the city of Tours 
was reduced from a very flourilhing ftate 
of population to feventcen thoufand inha- 
bitants, of which eight thoufand were 
on, the regifters of its charitable inftitur 


Paper- 


tions. 
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Paper-Money. 

The want of hard crowns in France is 

not fo great an evil when you can tranfadt 

all bulinefs at home with the alTiftance of 

* 

paper ; for when yon want money to go 
to a foreign market, it is only to coin 
more paper, with which you may pur- 
chafe what gold you pleafe at an enor- 
mous profit for the feller. Upon thcfe 
occafions the mifer is tempted to bring 
out his hoard, and part even with, his 
gold for a double portion of afiignats, 
with which he buys (locks, and makes a 
rapid fortune in cafe he furvives the hur- 
ricane. It has happened, not unfrequently, 
that the afiignats already ifi'ued are not ea- 
(Hy manageable on account of their bulk, 
fuch as thofe of one hundred and two 

hundred 
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hundred livres, and they have been ex- 
changed for others of more convenient 
fums; as when ninety milhons of five 
livres in the month of November 1791 
were iffued to be exchanged for other 
ninety of a hundred and upwards ; but 
the manner in which this has been done, 
under the pretext of expedience, was not 
only unwarrantable, but defiruifive. The 
ninety millions of five livres were in cir- 
culation long before the other ninety of 
a hundred and upwards were brought in ; 
that is, fixty millions only of the lirfl 
ninety had been burnt wheii the fecond 
ninety were delivered out, 

M. Francois de neuf chateau. 

The fourth article of a propofal made 
fome time ago in the National Conven- 
tion, went to deprive the non-juring 

prieft$ 
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priefts of every patriotic privilege, and 
reduced them to the ftate of foreigners. 
M. 7'orne having made a fruitl?fs attempt 
to fet alide this fourth article, called him- 
jclf to order, and confefied he was .wrong. 
M. Tome had conceived that the confti- 
tutional aft gave the right and title of 
French citizen to all ftrans-ers who alked 

O 

for it, without an oath of obedience in re- 
turn ; but here the w’hole Houfe fhowed 
him his error, and added farther, that 
every non-juror was to be dealt with as a 
foreigner. In 1789 the Affembly of the 
nation declared the lands of the clergy at 
its difpofal, and determined that they 
Ihould be fold. On refufing the oath of 
the 27th of November, 1790, every man 
whofe confcience was fomewhat tender, 
found himfelf deprived of his fituation. 


By 
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By an effort of humatiity and cotnmr- 
ieration the priefts who refufed the oath 
were confidered, and a penfion was al- 
lowed them, and mention was made in 
the adl of the conftitution, where it was 
faid to be a part of the debt of the nation 
which could never be cancelled or anni- 
hilated. But in one year’s time the mat- 
ter wears another face ; an oath is offered 
to tbefe creditors of the ftatc, and on their 
refufing to take it their flocks are confif- 
cated. Suppofing that the nation at large, 
civil as well as ecclcfiaflical, was fo dealt 
with, could any legiflative body be fuffer- 
cd to difpofe of the property of the pub- 
lic in the face of all the laws made to pro- 
te£l it, merely becaufe it chufes to require 
a peculiar teft of attachment to a£ls of 
feizure and ufurpaiiou, in fpite of its own 
profeflions and engagements to the con- 
trary ? 


La 
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La Fayette, 

The fmall number of votes La Fayette 
could procure for the place of mayor fup- 
prifed many people exceedingly, when 
they confidered his apparent ardor in pur- 
fuit of the revolution, and his fervices to 
the people of Paris, which they imagined 
might have entitled him to -their peculiar 
countenance and proteftion, inftead of 
which, he experienced the reverfe of 
all popular favour, if v/e are to judge 
from the minority in which he was left. 
The government was then, and it is now, 
in the hands of the Jacobins, if that may 
be called a government, where the ptople 
are without controul, and called to ac- 
count for none of their aftions; a go- 
vernment from which it is time for all 
honefl; men to retire. 

Qui4 
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Quid eft Catulle quod inoraris emori ? 
Sella iri’curuli ftruma Nonius fedet, 
Per confulatum pejerat V^atiiiius ; 

Quid eft Catulle quod moraris chaori ? 


But to return to la Fayette ; — this great 
man is accufed of being a weather-cockj 
and at the mercy of every wind ; he is 
unfteady, they lay, becaufe he wants 
judgement to dired him ; he is incapable 
of attachment to any party, where the 
profpe<ft of celebrity does not allure him 
with perpetual gratifications of his va- 
nity, or his ambition, which are without 
bounds. 


Books^ 

Memoirs in four volumes have been 
lately publilhed for the purpole of relating 
the events of the year 1 789, in which li- 


terature 
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terature is not forgot, though the detail of 
it is foon finiflied. If every year of the 
revolution were to be written thus at full 
length, a final! library might foon be col- 
lected, and then adieu ^ la bibliotheque 
ilu rol. 

Wart 

Perhaps it may appear fomewhat extra- 
ordinary that the French republic fhould 
be fo ready to carry war into the territories 
of all her neighbours, when it is fb very 
lately, and in the recolledtion of every in- 
dividual, that fhe appeared to W'ifli like 
Father Paul, for perpetual peace, and de- 
clare that by no other means could uni- 
verfal liberty be cflablilhed. But that her 
whole intention was not developed in this 
profeflion is as fufficiently clear from the 
fiabfequent declarations of her oracles in 

the 
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the Convention, as from her hoftile pro- 
ceedings againft all countries. It was her 
defign, before Ihe executed Jier project of 
perpetual peace, to reduce all countries to 
the Handard of her own, ‘ ut-flehcm fuam 
hi eterno tmperio locaret^ qua- pati icios 
mmqufim alio natos quam ad ferviendum 
putat.' M. Ifnard’s difeourfe upon this 
fubjedl was ordered to be printed. lie 
tells you, “ That an enemy attacked 
“ with vigour is already half fubdued : 

“ the only way,” fays he, “ to neutralize 
“ great potvers, and to make France the 
moil: refpecSlable country in Europe, is 
“ to introduce French liberty among 
“ them. The majefty of the people 
“ againft the majefty of kings is always 
“ an uneven conflict that ends in the 
“ overthrow' of the monarch. Now the 
“ hands of France are at liberty, it is not 
“ polfible Ihe fhould fhow the. fmalleft 

“ figns . 
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“ figns of fear, though all Europe were 
“ coinbiued againfl: her. At the iuflant 
“ the troops of any foreign power fhould 
“ be going to contend with the Gallic Ions 
“ of freedom, the light of philofophy 
“ would fo blind their animoiitics, that 
“ the Iwords falling from their hands, 
“ they would run with eagernefs into 
“ mutual embraces.” 

IVhig-Cln'’, or Socicly for Confiiiitional 
Jnfornuiiion. 

When M. Paiioret read an add refs 
from the Wiiig-Clu!:), or the CouftitU' 
tional Society of Whigs in England, the 
Afl'embly propoled that honourable men- 
tion fhould be made of the addrefs, and 
an immediate anfwer fhould be returned 
to the people of England. M. Thorillon, 
however, took the liberty to fet the Houfe 
VoL. 11. P 
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right in this particular, and to inform it, 
that the addrefs which had juid been read, 
came from a private club of indivlduais, 
and net from the wIujIc Entrlifli nation 

O 

at large, was tlic error of hi. La- 

cretclie. 'I'lic Whi<2;-Club is no more 
the peojilc of England than the Fcuillans 
or the Jacobiaes are the people of F ranee. 
The f\ficmbly nevcrihdcfs decreed that 
the addrafs IhouIJ be printed, and lent to 
the cightj-lhrce departments, ftuck up 
againll the church-door of every paridi, 
and finally carried up to the King with 
the decree that was to receive the royal 
lanclion. The Prclidcnt’s anfw'er to the 
fixty members of the ConAitutional So- 
ciety of Wings concluded thus : ‘ Salat 
a i am. yu’ jociclj dcs JPlsigs^ falut a vous 
inu'ir.iLi\ib!c\ d f mi fears de la liber t’c,. d cjl 
■par ite ids rcjjuris quun etat cjl vraimeni 
trrpm'.'djame \ qii il brave ks conjurations, 

et 
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ef les revers^ et qu'il fortiroit m-me du 
nauf'cigc debout et majejlueux cl cote de Jet 
droits' 


French Generals. 

The great fucccfs v)f the French com- 
manders in their laft campaign feems to 
entitle them, in lomc meafure, to a com- 
paiiibn with Alexander and Caefar, and 
the moft fortunate generals of antiquity. 
They have raifed armies like Pompey by 
ftamping with the foot, and fubdued 
countries like Cxdar by (bowing, their co- 
lours. Who could refufe to follow fuch 
leaders ? 

Et le fameux Cefar qui prefquc fans combattre, 

Venoit, voyoit, vainquoit, ne le fuivois tu pas ? 

P 2 
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At the fame time it muft be underftooi!, 
that the rapidity of thcfe modern con- 
qucfts is greatly owing to the exprefs de- 
fire of the people to be fubdued, and their 
own wifli to belong to the conquerors. 
In procefs of time we may probably fee 
Ibme man adventurous above the reft, 
Ibme hero gifted with the arts of empire 
in the field and the cabinet, ftart up as 
the proteflor of F ranee : but then he muft 
be fuperior to the fatftions of the day, and 
able to extinguifli them with his nod or 
his fiat ; he muft tread the levellers under 
foot ; he muft have a treafury, a certain 
income, and an army at his devotion. 

Liberty of the Prefs. 

If one ftiould be inclined to hazard a 
truifm on the liberty of the prefs in 
France, it would be exa(ftly what a man 


was 
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was put into the Baftille for fayin'" of 
Louis the XIVth’s towns ‘ aujfitot perdue^ 
que gagnk <and I am far from being fare 
that were you to go to Paiis and fay the 
lame thing now, that you would not Hill 
be lent to the prilbn of the day, a I’Ab- 
baye ; a pretty clear proof that things are 
come round to the fame point from 
whence they fet off. 

As foon as the liberty of the prefs 
was eftabliflied, antecedent to the lafl: rfe- 
volution, when it was extinguilhed, I 
mean the loth of Auguft, every thing felt 
its new and delightful influence, and no- 
thing was faid or done which was not 
immediately in print. 


* Impnmiturque intra miuos fenno omnis et cxtia.’ 


p 


There . 
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There is nothing very extraordinary in 
all this, becaufe the prefs is one of the 
firil; flowers of the tree of hherty. The 
ufc that was made of it in its infancy at 
Paris, was to write down the monks, and 
to reduce their lives and ailions, like the 
Iliad, into five a»fls. . JLes Vi Climes eJu CIoi~ 
ire was a piece of this fort, in which the 
feenes are blackened with peculiar horror, 
and the incidents of fo diabolical a nature, 



to fit out the mere reprefemation of them. 
Liberty and Lquality. 

There are no people in France make 
better ufc of their liberty and equality, 
than the drivers of watrscons or roulliers, 
fince they will tint go out of their way 
for any body. AI. Cahier de Gerville 
complained to the Convention of this 

tribe 
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tribe of liberty-bojs, that they made tra- 
vellers turn out for them, and brcjke the 
carriages of thofe who refuftd to give 
way : it is now fome time fince tliis com- 
plaint was made, but no redrefs has yet 
been obtained, and the evil remains with- 
out remedy. Woe, then, to thofe whofe 
carriages are broken under the Republic ! 
For it is not enough that tltcy arc put to 
great inconvenience and detained on the 
road, but they are laughed at even by 
their own poftiliions, or at beft comforted 
W'iih a rcfleclion, that it is the will of the 
fovereign it fiiould be i'o. ‘ °'je vols bien, 
dll. tin pojllllon a un nwitre^’^/dont la voi- 
ture avoit ke cajee par un rouHler) que 
ces mejjicurs ns fe dsrangent phis pour per- 
fonne.' Thefe fovereign waggoners, w’ho 
iulifl upon keeping the middle of the road, 
call themfelves the equals of theit fellow- 
travellers, but make themfelves their fu- 
P 4 periors ; 
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periors ; they put us in mind much more 
of the Comte d’ Artois, who drove over 
the people of Paris in his li^nglifli phae- 
ton, than of the fellow-fubjcds of an 
equal legiflature under Armodius and 
Ariftogiton. 

The Revolution, indeed, has turned 
France upfide down. Lawyers are be- 
come magiftrates, plain citizens Intriguing 
mii’.iftcrs, plebeians nobles, foldiers offi- 
cers, and officers commanders. The 
rich are poor, and the poor rich under the 
new trovernmenr. The fame tliino; leems 
to have happened to the whole country 
that is recorded of a private family, the 
mafter of which, M. I\fazarin, being in 
ccticral difeontented with the fcrvices of 

k~' 

all his domePiics, was relblved to change 
them ; in order to do this, he put all their 
names into one hat, and all their employ- 


ments 
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nients into nnother, and drew one aiter- 
iiately from each ; fo that the coachman 
came out cook, the maitre d’hotel, mar- 
miton ; the Jacquais, iimonadier, and the 
valet de cbambre, valet do pied. 

Ri^ht of Indemnhy. 

Towards the end of the eleventh cen- 
tury, wheii the church began to be libe- 
rally endowed in France, it was ufual, in 
cafe of a donation of any magnitude, to 
have the con lent of the heirs of the do- 
nor, even to the infants at the breaft, for 
whom the mothers, the nurfes, and the 
guardiatis undertook to anfwer. And be- 
caulc in procels of time the lords and 
owners of great effates alienated, in favour 
of the church, lands to a confiderable 
amount, which their defeendants in due 
time claim for their own, fnotwi^hfiand- 

ing 
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ing" they had been made to confent fo dif- 
pofe of them by proxy.) The mijiiks or 
other ccclefiaflical pofrcfl(;rs’ of thefe 
eflates were obliged to pay to fuch defeen- 
dants or heirs of lands fo given, a fum of 
money, from whence the right of indem- 
nity had its origin. 

The Tenth cf Augujl. 

The King left the Thuilleries on the 
morning of the tenth, in confcqucnce of 
the advice given him by Pethion the 
night before. The mayor faw plainly 
that the whole of the royal family would 
be flaughtered without his being able to 
prevent it, if they remained in the caftle, 
and in order to fave the King he advifed 
his Majefty to throw himfelf npon the 
National A flembly for protection. 


The 
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The National Aflembly had lefufed to 

find la Fayette guilty, and appeared very 

reluctant to .proceed in the bulinefs of the 

decheance. The impatience of the peo- 
« 

pie and their leaders could no longer 
brook this delay by which the favourite 
queftion of the King’s forfeiture was 
protraTcd : they came, therefore, ia 
perfon to execute their own decrees, and 
were juft as much furprifed, I believe, as 
the Swifs'guards themfelves, when they 
found the King had flipped through their 
hands. 


French Character. 

Voltaire has been often quoted of late 
for a charader of his countrymen, in 
which he fays, that Frenchmen are ei- 
ther monkies or tygers. No otie would 
imagine he could be fo little acquainted 

with 
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with this people as not to be a judge of 
the firft relemblancc, and few, antecedent 
to the Revolution, could hav.e gueffed at 
the fecond. Prior to this period a French- 
man was half diffolved in effeminacy, ef- 
pccially the younger part, they were all 


Jiivenes, ut foemina, coinpti. 


Of whom you might alk — ‘ Horum 
quh ejly qui non malit regnwn iurlari, 
quatn comam fuani qui non foUkuior Jit 
de capitis fui decor e, quam de falule ge- 
neris humaniV But thefe appearances 
are now greatly changed ; and carelefs of 
the exterior, le damoileau aff'eds a rough- 
nefs without, correfponding to the cruel- 
ty within. The fame temper and difpo- 
fftion of mind has, no doubt, ever exifted 
in the ftme people ; but then, as Lord 
Bolingbroke fays of the Court of Charles 

the 
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the Second, ‘ It was gilded with wit, and 
varuifhed with politenefs,’ and lay con- 
cealed undei* the enamel of courtly fmiles 
and courtly communications ; till dire ne- 
ceffity broke the talifman and diflolved 
the charm. During the reign of the mo- 
narchy, the liercc, the fivage, and the 
brutal, were all controiilcd by a llngle 
lettre de caci^et, ac.d confined in a dun- 
geon. In the mean titnfe the bufinefs of 

O 

in!’olcncc and oppreffion was carried on 
with ‘unremitting ardor ; and whilft the 
minifter was ruiuiing away with all the 
power, and the court with all the plea- 
fure, the country was left without re- 
fource, nervclefs, and cxhuufled. 

Calais. 

The ftage from Calais to Haut Buiffon, 
for the firll half league, looks like ground 


rcco- 
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tecovered from the fea, from the quantity 
of horn poppies, Chelidonium glaucium, 
that are to be feen on both ' fides of the 
roads. 

Vines. 

The firfl vines between Calais and Paris 
are before you come to Breteuil ; and thefc 
are chiefly for the table. On the other fide 
of Breteuil are fixteen flower-mills of Cler- 
mont-Tonnerre wliich the people threw in 
his teeth, when they killed him at his own 
door on the eleventh of Auguft. At Bre- 
teuil they fpokc of him with tears, and cal-* 
led him their friend, and benefadtor. 

Duke Fit%james. 

At the corner of Fitzjames’s wall, one 
mile from Clermont, the view of the town 

and 
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and the Prince of Conde’s chateau on the 
hill is unufually grand and magnificent. 
This point of view is maiked by a noble 
dm with a round and tufted top within the 
flonc fence to the right. 1 am Ihocked to 
fay, how'ever, that ir.s lower branches have 
been cut up to let the eye into the French 
ridings ; it was hardly wmrth while to 
apply the fheers to the lovely wildnefs of 
nainie, in order to get the beft view in 
the world of an indefinite flrait line. 
Elms with round heads fpreading like 
oaks, arc by no means common thinsrs ; 
there arc fomc fine ones of this fort in 
the avenue at King’s Wcflon. The pre- 
I'ent poli'ciTor of the cliatcau at the bottom 
of the hill is in Italy ; he has given a 
proof of his high Ipirit in a letter he 
avrotc early in the revolution to the King, 
which mitiht have infpired fomc monarchs 
with hints of courage and refiflancc. 
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Chantilly. 

A deputation of the MaiTc-illols came hi- 
ther from Paris, having lii ft vihred the 
Prefident JMoIIet’s at Ecouen with a com- 
miflion to burn and deftroy all relics of 
ariftocracy. At F.coucn they contented 
themfelves with defacing and carrying 
away a ftatue and a bull; ; and when I 
paffed them they were making merry on 
the grafs before the caftle, and hailing the 
paffengers with vive la nation, to which, 
if you made no anfwer, and did not put 
your head out of the window and join the 
cry, the whole band grew outrageous in 
a moment. At Chantilly they were fome- 
what lefs temperate ; after having deftroy- 
ed the arms of the Conde’s, and purloin- 
ed a Imall filver cannon, they cat all the 
carp, fparing neither age nor fex ; 

Cen- 
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^ Centum que per anno?, 

111! fua fervatos comedunt in fxciiJa pifees.^ 

1 forgive them freely this aft of glut- 
tony, fince they have left the ftables ftand- 
the caftlc, and the armory untouch- 
ed, with the chair of Comte de Fuentes at 
the battle of Ro*croi, the Greek bucklers,, 
and a Ihicld with the arms of the Talbots 
upon it found at the battle of Creey. 

People. 

1 think the people in France arfe as rag- 
ged, as fhirtlefs, and as fleevelefs, finde 
the Revolution, as before ; though the con- 
trary fliould appear to be the cafe, as they 
have paid very little in taxes for three years. 
The experiment of the impot territorial is a 
proof of this. It was thought that a land- 
tax would he very produftive, but it was 
VoL. II. found 
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found only to return one twelfth of what 
it was laid at. 

Beggars 

Are more importunate at the poft-houfes, 
.in the towns, and at the'inns than ever. 
They plague you to death for paper-mo- 
ney, and feem to want that or fome other 
relief moll; certainly: there never was, 
indeed, any regular parochial provilion in 
France for the indigent; but the religi- 
ous houfes, and the convents, the nume- 
rous hofpitals and the infinity of charita- 
ble donations paid the poor-rate, and gave 
broth to the hungry, and cloaths to the 
naked. Since charity has been dri- 
ven out to make way for liberty and equa- 
lity, fhe herfelf is left to ftarve in the 
ftreets, 

* A na- 
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‘ A naked fubjc^l: to the weeping fkies, 

* And wafte lor chiiiiifli winter’s tyranny.’ 


Paris, which was richer in convents, 
abbeys, and religious houfes of all dcfcrip- 
tions, than any other city in the whole 
kingdona of France, exhibits more in- 
fiances of want and mifery than any 
other place, though not fo much, per- 
haps, in petitioning beggars, as in robbers, 
and plunderers. Paris alone has - contri- 
buted, out of her church-revenue, at 
leafh two hundred and fifty thouland a 
yfar ; how much of this is allowed for 
the pay of the priefls, who have taken 
the oath, and the monks, I cannot pre- 
tend to fay ; but of this I am certain, that 
the fccond of September wiped out the 
penfions of fome thoufimds. The coun- 
try too, no doubt, has faved a good deal 
by the annihilation of the civil lift, and 
0^2 the 
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the dlflolutioii of the court-eftablifhment, 
which muft have coft four or five millions 
annually of our money ; but then if you 
confider that thefe favings muft go into 
other channels, and probably without be- 
ing brought into any accoui^, but that of 
fecret fervice, it will be found that the 
revolution has been very expenfive, and, 
to fay nothing of the war, which has coft 
above two hundred millions in a -month, 
it will be difficult to raife the fupplies 
where taxes fail, though there be no king 
to penlion, or no priefts to feed. But 
kings, monks, and priefts, are not the only 
fource of wealth to the French republic. 
The eftates of the emigrants, and the 
forfeited lands of the abfentees are mines 
of gold and treafure inexhauftible. The 
proverbs, nevcrthelefs, are againft them. 
‘ Male patjia, male dilabuntur .' — ‘ Ce 


qm 
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qui V lent par la Jlut?^ s'en va par le tam~ 
bourin^ 


Bois de Bologne. 

There are ^wo plants which are to be 
found in every part of this beautiful wood 
almoft to the exclufion of every other. 
Euphorbia Cypariffias, and Afclepias -Vin- 
cetoxicum. Thus the gaxon or lawn be- 
fore the caftle of Chantilly is covered with 
Afperula Cynanchica, and all the old 
walls at Paris with Silymbriutn Sophia. 

Palais Royal. 

The Palais Royal, which, for its cen- 
tral attradlions, draws all ftrangers with- 
in its vortex, may be called the cradle of 
the Revolution where it was nurfed and 
educated. Had it not been, indeed, for this 
q 3 place. 
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place, which has ferved for z point de ral- 
licment to the mutinous, there might yet 
have been no Revolution. The Revolu- 
tion, indeed, was occafioned by a Icrics of 
oppreflion antecedent to the old or new 
l^rlais Royal ; it was here only that it was 
matured and perfected. 

La Jacquerie. 

Jacquerie is the name of a party to 
which the imprifonment of King John, 
and the regency of his fon, the Dauphin, 
gave birth. The nobles, during the Rate 
of defolation in which the kingdom lay 
after the battle of Poitiers, infulted the 
public mileries, and carried their infolcnce 
and their luxury to greater lengths than 
at any other period ; like the emigrant 
princes, who have been accufed of living 
on delicacies whilft their followers wanted 

bread. 
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bread. Every fpecies of infult and op- 
preffion was pradifed by the nobles at this 
period on the peafants ; they were flea’d 
without mercy, and if they dared to com- 
plain, the anfwer was, ‘ II falloit bien que 
yacque bon homnie pay at touti The pea- 
fauts, unable to bear the injuries and op- 
preffions which the nobles were perpetu- 
ally heaping upon them, began to revolt, 
firft at a village near Beauvais. Some 
few of them dilcourfing together on the 
times, naturally fell upon the fubjed of 
their own grievances, which they traced 
up to the vicious exceffes of the nobility, 
whom they accufed of deferting their 
king, and grinding his fubjeds by a fe- 
ries of expence and profufion that palled 
all former bounds. Fired with thele 
communications, and heated with their 
own wrongs and refentments, they fnatch- 
ed up what arms they could find—* ^ic- 
Q 4 quid 
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■qu:d rimanti telum fulf — «and ran to the 
iirft chateau, and murdered lall the inha-; 
bitants without diftinftion. .During three 
weeks the nobility of Picardy, Artois, and 
Brie, experienced the rage of this mob, 
which were increafed to ten or twelve 
thoufand. They were, however, defeat- 
ed and cut to .pieces near Meaux, by Gaf- 
ton Phebusin 1356, and at length totally 
and entirely feparated and difperfed, fo as 
not to colled again, by the Regent and 
the King of Navarre. 

Place Fendome. 

This famous fquare, if I may call it lb, 
■with Its more famous ftatue, ereded to 
the glory of Louis XIV. and now prollrate 
in the dull before the all-levelling mob, 
has been more like a place of execution 
than any thing clfe, from the number of 

peo- 
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people who have been rpaffacred at the 
foot of its ‘idol, and the irunklefs bodies 
which havQ been expofed before its win- 
dows. It was here that the hundreds of 
folio volumes were committed to the 
flames, of herald’s coats, and armorial cn- 
iigns, with pedigrees of a thouiand years, 
full pf illuminations, and rich 


‘ With bright emblazonry, and horrent arms,’ 

The aftonifhed ariftocrate was compel- 
led to take a final leave of all his diftinc- 
tions without a murmur, for fear of bein^ 
burnt himfelf. Voltaire looked forward 
to this fiery facrifice, when he laid, 

* Adieu cercle ^ lleurons de Marquis et de Comte j 
Et ces larges mortiers i grands bords abbatus, 

Adieu.* 
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King’s Flight. 

When the Thuilleries were fearched 
previous to the 26ih of July, and the 
loth of Augufl:, for offenllve weapons, 
which it was aflerted had been carried in 
by individuals who entered the caftle 
completely armed, and came out com- 
pletely difarmed, no guns, no bayonets, 
no fwords or fabres, were to be found. 
This was the cafe alfo with the inquiry 
after trunks, and carriages, and prepara- 
tions for departure, and fudden flight, 
which M. Pethion fa id publickly was the 
only reafon that the people of St. Antoine 
and St. Marceau aflemblcd, in order to 
prevent an elcape. But no trunk or ex- 
traordinary portmanteau was found in 
the Thuilleries, and no carriage but Pe- 
thion’s in the yard. 


Foe fin. 
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Tocjin, 

The found of the Tocfin or alarm-bell 
is the found of a clapper which ftrik.es 
quick and double ftrokes, and is called ring- 
ing backwards. — See Lithgow’s account 
of an alarm at Malaga on the approach 
of the Englifti fleet in the year 1620, 
pages 421, 438 of his Travels. 

Falfe Patrole, 

The firft patrole that had not the watch 
word, called a falfe patrole, was a party 
of the King’s friends, who went from the 
Thuilleries early in the morning in order 
to inquire into the ftate of the different 
parts of the town, and learn the difpofi- 
tions of the people. This patrole was 

'taken 



taken in the Elyfian fields, and brought to 
the captain of the guard, a fa'mous bank- 
er, who having interrogated them, found 
nothing criminal in their proceedings, and 
fent them away ; and had it not been for 
Mademoiielle Theroigne, they would 
have elcaped unhurt. 

Numbers Slain. 

The account of the numbers who 
were killed on the loth of Auguft varies 
exceedingly as it has been taken by diffe- 
rent peojple upon report, and on adlual in- 
ipeftion. It was pretty generally agreed 
upon at Paris, two days after the maffa- 
cre, that three thoufand at leaft had pe- 
rifhed. A paragraph in a French journal, 
De la Rue de Chartres^ makes the num-^ 
bers ftill lefs : ‘ Le nombre des marts eji 

can^jidtrable^ Pan ne pouvoit pas faire un 
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pas ^ue Van ne trouve fang et cadavrt^ 
tn^me h la place de greve, ou on a fait la 
kvee de trewte fx gardes Suiffes ; on fait 
monter V enumeration des foldats^ et autres 
citoyens tueSy d deux mille ctnque cens* 

In the evening of the i oth you could 
not have counted fifteen hundred dead on 
the field of battle, becaufe the bodies had 
been carried away in carts in. the courfe 
of the day, to be buried in a rude manner 
in a great pit in the F'auxbourg St. Ho- 
nore at the weft end of the Boulevards. 
Thefe waggons were employed alfb du- 
ring the night of the loth and on the 
nth, the remaining bodies were burnt in 
the Caroufel with the furniture and the 
fpoils of the palace. I remember to have 
been told by my hoft that the numbers of 
flain muft have been nearer thirteen thou- 
land than three, “ For,” fays he, there 

ti 
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were feven hundred Swlfs with thirty 

€ 

“ rounds a man, (fuppofe only eighteen, 
“ which is nearer the truth) and every 
“ Swifs may have been reckoned to have 
“ fired twelve effedlive fliots, when you 
“ confidcr that they fired on flocks, and 
coveys, and that the greatefi; part of 
“ them had difeharged all their ammuni- 
“ tion before they w’cre killed ; add to 
“ this, the effect of the two pieces of can- 
“ non charge a mhr allies which filled the 

kJ 

“ the cour royale with dead bodies to the 
“ right and left of the palace ; add alfo 
“ fourteen or fifteen hundred national 
“ guards loft in the engagement ; and 
“ you will find the calculation of thirteen 
“ thoufand more exaft than the calcula- 
“ tion of three thoufand.” — In confirma- 
tion of the greater numbers came an ac- 
count two months ago from Paris to fay, 
that there had been a great miftake in the 


note 
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note talten of the killed on the loth of 
Auguft, fincc it had been difcovcred thaiit 
the numbers amounted to ten or twdwe 
thoufand. 

’The Gorsernor of the ThuiJlerhi. 

Of the three hundred lervants and de- 
pendents of the crown, which were inha- 
bitants of the Thuillerics, very few 
efcaped after the King had fled. A noble 
high in office of all others had the leaH 
chance of getting awav. In fuch a fitua- 
tion, when the prize for which you wei^e 
to fight had been carried off, it was no 
longer to be expeffed that you fhould w'ait 
like Cicero, rill the affafiins came itp to 
you, or hold out your neck with Ca;far 
to an obfeure murderer. A certain great 
officer of the caftle, feeing things in this 
point of view, very prudently threw 

him- 
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himfclf among a heap of dead, and lay 
quietly till the night fhould 'permit him 
to withdraw himfelf ; vChilft- he was in 
this fituation, the Ikirt of his coat, which 
fortunately hung over a neighbouring 
body, was pierced through repeatedly with 
daggers and bayonets. As foon as an op- 
portunity offered, he extricated himfclf 
from his confinement, and went to the 
houfc of a woman whom he perfuaded to 
prevail on her hufband, juft returned from 
flaughter, and full of bis vi(£lories, to 
convey an Englifhman, who had taken 
refuge in her houfe, to the Englifh am- 
baflador’s. I fuppofe he might pafs for 
an Englifhman by fpeaking French with 
an Englifh accent, with which he w’as 
perfeftly acquainted. The ftory appears 
a little marvellous, but I believe there is 
no doubt of its being accurately true. 

Spoils, 
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Spoils. 

The deareft and moft precious fpoils 
were pieces of red cloth torn from the 
uniforms of the Swifs-guards, or bits of 
bloody fliirts twifted about the ends of 
the pikes of the fens culottes. The wo- 
men wore the fliirts of the flain as hand- 
kerchiefs about their heads, in imitation 
of the heroine Theroigne. Some, indeed, 
were not contented with any thing lefe 
than the heart, and heart’s blood of the 
vanquiflied, and twifted their entrails 
round their necks like Hottentots. 

Statues. 

The firft ftatue that was pulled down 
was the equeftrian ftatue of Louis XIV. 

VoL. 11. R 
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executed by Keller, on the model of Glrar- 
don. In attempting to overturn Louis 

t 

XV. one man was wounded and another 
killed. M. Polloi, the national architeft, 
was then called in to prevent more mif- 
chief, by fubftituting fkill in the place of 
mere ftrength and blind zeal. I have for- 
got the exa£t year in which the ftatue of 
Louis XIV. was ereded ; I looked never- 
thelefs at the date which was in the hoof 
of the horfe’s near foot before, but made 
no note of it. The report was, that it 
had been up juft one hundred years ; fet 
rip in 1692, and pulled .down in 1792, in 
that cale it was not ereded till twenty- 
three years after the fquare itfelf, which 
was built in 1 669. The famous figure 
of I^ouis XIV. crowned by viftory, fell 
next. Tn thfe year 1686 M. le Due de la 
Feuilladej at an enormous expence, con- 

jiff'*!''! 

fccrated, as it were, a pedeftrian figure of 
3 Louis 
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Louis XIV. to the glory of the grand 
» 

monarque. The figure was of gilt lead 
and fixteen feet high, fet up in the middle 
of the Place de Vi£loire. The device 
wasj a fun furrounded with ftars; the 
motto, ‘ pluribus ' impart It was 
lit night and day by four lamps, which 
gave occafion to a pleafantry, which put 
out the light of the lamps in the day- 
time. 


Ah la Feuillade Sandi txi nous bemes, 
Mettre un foleil entre quatre lanternes. 


Henry ^atre. 

In the report of the Iconoclafts to the 
National AlTembly, fome regret is ex- 
preffed on the deftrudion of the ftatue of 
Henry IV; he was lb good, and fo great ; 
le monarque accompli^ the patriot King ; 

R a but 
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but they recollected in good time that he 

I 

was not a conftitutional King, but a def- 
pot, and the ftatue fell. I’his puts us in 
mind of the prieft who gave directions 
to the Catholics to murder the Protef- 
tants. What, .fay the murderers, lhall 
we do if there are Catholics mixed with 
them ? Why kill them all. * Tuez. les 
ious, et Dieu reconnoitra ceux qui font a 
lui.' This ftatue of Hfenri quatre, long 
the idol of the people of Paris, was 
thought to have had Ibme filver in its 
compofition, but on its fall, it appeared 
to be of bronze exceedingly thin, filled 
up with clay. The horfe of Henry IV. 
was not a fine one, though by Jean de 
Bologne, at leaft it was not fo fine as the 
horfe of Louis XIII. by Daniel Riccia- 
relli, upon which the critics remarked, 
that to make a perfeft group you fhould 
give to Henri quatre the horfe of Louis 

XIII. 
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XIII. But, alas ! the horfe and his rider 
are thrown into the river, and the whole 
nation is upofl the pave. 

French Newfpapers. 

The account in the French newfpapers 
of the proceedings on, before, and after 
the loth of Auguft, are all the fame with- 
out any material variations. The wri- 
ters on the court lide were all driven 
away, murdered, or reduced to filence by 
the deftruflion of their preffes. If the 
Mercure de France of the i8th of Au- 
guft had been permitted to be written by 
M. Mallet du Pan, the author till then of 
the political part of that journal, we 
might have had certain fads alcertained 
which we are now in doubt about ; for in 
the fhock of oppofite parties the truth is 
oftentimes ftruck out. 

R3 
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Nonjurlng Priejls. 

The priefts non a^ermenUs are as great 
objects of protedliori and commiferation, 
as the moft perfecuted citizens of France. 
Nothing can be conceived more cruel or 
more outrageous than the treatment thefe 
people have met with from men who fet 
themfelves up as models of perfe£l free- 
dom, and unbounded toleration. It is not 
that the French priefts refufe to fw’ear 
allegiance to the law and the nation, that 
they are imprifoned, murdered, and forced 
to fly to foreign countries for fhelter; 
but becaufe they will not renounce their 
fpiritual Ibyereign, and be guilty of fchifm 
and reparation from the church of Rome. 

They have no objedion to the oaths of 

“ '/i' ' • , 

fidelity aiifl allegiance, but they cannot 
fwear away their confcicnces, they cannot 

fwear 
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fwear to obferve the conftitutlon of the 
chutch, fuch'as it is at this moment in its 
maimed and cafhiered flate, in which its 
image is blotted out, and its true form 
and figure are not difcernible. It cannot 
be expefled that a law of the flate fliould 
be an ordinance for the confcience. If an 
ecclcfiaflic fwears to be obedient to the 
flate, it ought to be fufficient ; it is ty* 
ranny to expedl him to fwear that every 
thing the flate fays is right in matters of 
religion and of confcience. In 1 702 an 
ecclcfiaflic was denied abfolution bccaufe 
he would .not fay jthe fenfe of the Bull of 
Innocent X. condemning the five propofi- 
tions of Janfenius was the true fenfe, al- 
though he agreed to condemn them ac- 
cording to that fenfe. Many Dodlors of 
the Sorbonne neverthelefs declared that 
abfolution fhould not have been refufed, 
R 4 nor 
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nor the queftion, if the Bull gave the true 
fenfe, have been alked. 

EPIGRAMME. 

Dans la France aujoiird’hui de Paris jiifqu’ ^ Bcrtrc 
On ne rencontre plus la grenouille moderne, 

Qui n’efl pas maitreffe chez foi. 

Ce peuple imitateur des grandes republiqiies, 

£il reile croafiant des grenouilles antiques, 

Qut ne voulureut point dc roi, 

translation. 

Search France from Calais to its utmoft bound, 

No modern frog petitioner is found, 

Poor fovereign ridden thing ! 

Sprung from thofe ancient tenants of the pool, 

The hoarfe republicans of Cato^s fchool, 

The French cafliier their King. 


^arare^ 

BeaumaHlI^ais’s play of this name had 
fomc fewybars ago a great run at Paris, 

and 
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and interefted all ranks of people. There 
are many things in it which look like pro- 
phecies of fhe anti-delpots and fierce re- 
publicans, • who charaderize the French 
very happily at this moment. The fol- 
lowing paflage 1 well remember was re- 
ceived with repeated applaufe ; 


♦ Homme ta grandeur fur la terre 

♦ N’appartient point h ton etat, 

♦ Elle eft tout h ton caradtere,* 

'B-epublic. 

The device of motto of a republic, is 
* tout coule de fource, point (Pinegalites ;* 
apply this to France, and it will anfwer 
only in one point. France has neither 
equal laws, equal liberty, equal religion, 
nor equal government. Her equality is 
merely nominal, all her fubje^s are called 

by 
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by the fame name, they are all citizens. 
Harrington jn his Oceana, p.* 203, fol. 
has hazarded a prophecy about France 
which muft have appeared incredible at 
the time it was made ; he fays, “ That 
** France will one day become a great re- 
“ public, and miftrefs of the world.” 
When he wrote, the great King confider- 
ed himfelf as a fort of fifth monarch, 
and called himfelf the mafter of the 
world. I fee nothing very extraordinary 
in this declaration of Harrington, who 
publiflied his book under the immediate 
influence of lyftera, and foretold events 
as he wilhed they might come to pafs. 
Thus Evelyn fays, the Crofs was of oak, 
becaufeoak washis favourite timber. France 
has, no doubt, good natural claims to be 
the fiift people in the world, but not as a 
republic, I conceive, for that fort of go- 
vernment will not probably long fuit the 


genius 
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genius of the country, and the difpofi- 
tions of 'the •inhabitants. Were the 
French to* adopt the fyftem of King, 
Lords, and Commons, as combined in 
this country, I fee no difficulty or doubt 
of their fulfilling Harrington’s prcdidion 
to its utmoft extent, but then they muft 
not ftarve the executive power and leave 
iheir King without patronage. 

Maxime. 

iVe frens pas votre politique des pretres^ 
7ii votre religion des politiques. 

Government, 

All governments have their defeds in 
the love of liberty ill underftood, in the 
luft of power, or the grafping after uni- 
verlal dominion. The firfl: is the dcfed 

of 
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of popular government, the lecond of the 
nobles, and thelaft of thoilbve'reign. As 
the tempers and paffions of mankind 
change and revolve from on‘e extreme 
point to another extreme point, fo forms 
in the adminiAration of human affairs 
vary, and the fame people who at one 
period were pafTive and obedient, at ano- 
ther are full of oppofition and refiftancc. 
Rome began its career of government 
with kingly power, which for its abufes 
was diflblved in its 245th year in the 
perfon of Tarquin the proud, who was 
forced from his poft, Confuls then ma- 
naged the country under the form of an 
ariftocracy, till the people drove them out, 
and introduced tribunes in their room. 
The confuls, however, fome time after, 
were reftored to their office, on condition 
that one fhould be chofen from the peor 
pie. Laftly, the C*fars raifed themfelves 
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upon the flioulders of patricians and pie* 
beians above the heads of both parties. 
The people of Florence alfb lived now in 
obedience ‘to the emperors, and now in 
fubmiflion to the popes, till after fomc 
time taking advantage of the quarrels of 
their two fovereigns, they withdrew them- 
felves by degrees from the dominion of 
both. They then eftabliflied an ariftocra- 
cy, which the intrigues of the great men 
that formed it, foon reduced to an oligar- 
chy. The people, impatient of being 
ruled by a few over-bearing chiefs, feized 
the government, and changed it to a de- 
mocracy. The nobles, highly difplcafed 
at having no lhare in the adminiftration, 
Silvefter de Medici headed a party of the 
people, and meaning to ftrengthen the 
democracy, fubje«Sted the country to the 
control of a mob ; at length, by thfc 
joint energy of all parties a republic was 

efta- 
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cftabli/hed on the broad bafe of monarchy 
upheld by the people and the nobles. 

Mixt Governments 

Tacitus, in the fourth book of his An- 
nals and the 33d chapter, doubts whether 
a government compofed of King, Lords, 
and Commons, could be prafticable. 
Lord Monboddo calls Tacitus no philofb- 
pher for this do£lrine, But as all govern- 
ment is an experiment, and Tacitus had 
never feen this particular fpccies put to 
the trial, he is never the lefs a philofopher 
for doubting the fuccefs of it. 

Dijfoluiion of Monaferies in France. 

All religions houfes (hould have been 
4 lffolved in France when the Jefuits were 
difperfed, for if one, then all, the lea- 
ders 
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ders firft, then the gentes minores, A 
hint might have been taken from jEiieas 
in Virgil. 


Du£lorefque ipfos primntn capita alta ferentcs 
Cornibus arborcis fleinit ; turn vulgus, et omncm 
MHcet ageris tclis nemora inter frondea ifj'lvam* 


Male Child with two Heads. 

This unhappy phaenomenon was ex« 
liibited in the month of Auguft on the 
fide of the Palais Royal which leads to 
the theatre des varietes. Mr. Twifs has 
given an accurate account of this child, 
and quoted a long defcription from Buf- 
fon of another of the fame fort. 

It is neceffary, however, to mention 
the leading particularities of a lingular 
lufus liaturae, in order to compare it with 


ano- 
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another which I have met with in a fcarce 
book of travels that has fcldom the good 
fortune of being read, bccaufc it is more 
in requeft for its heads than its letter- 
prefs. 

The child exhibited at Paris had two 
heads and four arms, with two bodies 
joined at the cheft. The faces were op- 
pofite, and could come together and em- 
brace each other at pleafure. One head 
would cry, whilft the other laughed, and 
fleep, while the other was awake. 

Lithgow in his Travels, p. 53, Lon* 
don, 1692, 8 VO. gives us an account of a 
monfter he law at Lefina, an ifland in 
die Adriatic lea. — * Which unnatural 
child being brought, I was amazed at the 
light to behold the deformity of nature ; 
foe below the middle part there was but 


one 
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one body, and above the middle part 
there Were tWo living fouls, each one fe~ 
parated from* another, with fevcral mem- 
bers. Thcif heads were both of one bis- 
nefs, but different in phifnomy : the belly 
of the one joined with the pofterior part 
of the other, and their faces looked both 
one way, as if the one had carried the 
other on his back, and often before our 
eyes he that was behind would lay his 
bauds about the neck of the foremoft 
Their eyes were exceeding big, and their 
hands greater than an infant of three 
times their age. The excrements of both 
creatures iffued forth at one place; and 
their thighs and legs of a great growth, 
hot feemable to their age, being but fix 
and thirty days old ; and their feet were 
proportionally made like to the foot of a 
camel, round and cloven in the midft. 
They received their food with an infatiable 
VoL. II. S defire, 
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defire, and continually mourned with a 
pitiful noife. 

That forrowful man (the father) told 
tis, that when the one flept, the other 
awaked, which was a ftrange difagreement 
in nature. The mother of them bought 
dearly that birth with the lofs of her 
own life : as her hulband reported, un- 
fpeakable was the torment ftie endured in 
that woful, wreftling pain. I was after- 
wards informed that this one, or rather 
twofold wretch, lived but a fliort while 
after I law them.* 

Equality, 

All men are equal. There is no doubt 
the truth of the affertion in a limited 
icnfe, becaufe according to a French wri- 


ter 
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ter of the laft century — ‘ Tnut homme eji 
Jih de la terrCy et petit Jils de rien' 

Cuthhert. 

*rhe iioufe of Cuthbert or Colbert is 
of Scottifli extraflion, and was eftablilhed 
iii Champagne in the thirteenth century, 
which appears by the tomb of Richard 
Colbert,, at the convent of the Cordeliers 
at Rheims, with an infcription engraved 
around the Rone in Gothic letters : ‘ Cy 
git ly preux cbevalHcrs Richard Colbert^ 
diet ly ecojfois Ki F. (then follow four or 
five words which cannot be made out) 
1 300 priez pour Pame de ly' In the mid- 
dle of the tombftone is the fhield, with 
the arms of the knight : a ferpent twifted 
in pale, and under the fliield two verfes 
in Gothic charafliers : 


S X 
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En EcofTc j’cus !e berceaii, 

E Rheims in’a donne le ton^bcaU* 

Monks lately reformed in France. 

The French religious orders had for- 
merly not only the care of the foul, but 
of the body alfo, which proved, in calc 
of perfecution, a comfortable refource 
againft the evils of contempt and poverty ; 
and fhould a man at any time be* fpoiled 
of bis fpiritual eftate, though he were un- 
able to dig, and aihamed to beg, he might 
flill obtain an honourable maintenance by 
curing the body, when be could get no- 
thing for healing the foul ; for few men 
refule to pay a phyfician for a little pre- 
fent eafe, though he may eventually leave 
them worfe than he found them ; but 
very few, . indeed, will pay any thing in 
praeienti for falvation in futuro. This be- 
ing 


3 
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ing particularly the cafe in France, it 
would be no ’bad pla-.i for the French 
clergy to pradafc phyhc in order to eke 
out their fcanty incomes. Examples they 
might find without end in the hiftory of 
France. I will fet down a few names 
for their encouragement : Obizo Moine 
de S. Vi6lor, Medecin de Louis le Gros ; 
Rigord religieux de I’Abbaye de St. De- 
nis, I’etoit de Philippe II. Peter Lombard, 
Canon of Chartres, was phyfician to 
Louis VIL Robert of Douay, Canon of 
Scnlis, who contributed much with Ro- 
bert de Sorbonne to the rich foundation of 
the college of that name, was phyfician to 
Margaret of Provence, wife of St. Louis ; 
Gervais Chreftien, firft phyfician to 
Charles V. was canon of Notre Dame, at 
Paris, and founded the college of Maitre 
Gervais ; Louis Coffier, bifhdp of Ami- 
ens, was phyfician to Louis XL Marcile 
S 3 Ficin 
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Ficin was both prieft and phyfician, and 
Petrus Hifpanus, a learned practitioner, 
was raifed to the Pontificate, by the name 
of John the twenty-firft. *Frere Come 
alfo of our own times is in point. This 
famous man did not fucceed in his opera- 
tion on the Chancelier Maupeou, who 
died under his hands. 

La France. 

La France is named at prefent by the 
ariftoc rates, Le cour du Roi Peto^ where 
every thing is in confufion and diforder. 
In the aflembly of the king of the beg- 
gars, tout le monde ejl librcy tout le monde 
ejl egal, et tout le monde y ejl le maitre. 


Suljes 
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Sliijjes decapltis. 

About two o’clock on the loth of Au- 
guft fixty Swifs-guards were difcovered 
in the petites ecuries^ whither they had 
fled for (heker, after all their ammunition 
was expended, and they were reduced to 
their labres, the only defence that was 
left them, againft cannon fnot and fire- 
arms. Jn this cafe, and thus circum- 
jftanced, that they fliould fly, may 
not, perhaps, be thought fb cowardly ; 
^ Car contre vne armt a feu il a fallu 
rengalner' As foon as they tvere fe- 
cured they were conduced to the office 
dc la commijjim permanente^ fnting d la 
maifon commune. They were foon or- 
dered from hence to prifon ; but being 
obliged by the people to go down flairs 
S 4 one 
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one after another, they were all murdered 
on the laft ftep before they* got into the 
court. 

This unprecedented a£l of favage trea- 
chery is fo like an hiflorical trait of the 
Turks in Auguft fixieen hundred, that I 
cannot forbear comparing the two fafts 
together. 

The treachery of the French was ex- 
erted againft their fellow citizens, that of 
the Turks againft their enemies. I call it 
treachery in the French, becaufe the Swifs 
Ibldiers were aflured they fliould be con- 
duced to prifon and not to death. 

The Florentines, to the number of 
eight hundred, having purchaftd the for- 
trefs of Sbio in the Archipelago of the 
Genoefe, landed in the night, fcaled the 

walls, 
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walls, killed the watch, and fpiked the 
cannon ; their gallies in the mean time 
not daring, to enter the harbour, uncer- 
tain of the fate of the befiegcrs, who 
had fo fucccfsfully ftormed the caftle, 
were forced out to fea by a fudden fquall, 
and driven into a creek three miles from 
Scio. The next morning, the Turkifh 
bafliaw, and all the iflanders were under 
arms. The Florentines not perceiving 
their galleys in the harbour, and being 
able to make no ule of the cannon in the 
fortrefs, were obliged to furrender to the 
»balhaw, who promifed religioufly to fend 
them to their fliips. On the third day 
they evacuated the fort, and paflcd one by 
one over the draw-bridge, and then in 
the fame order into the baftiaw’s tent, 
where every man left his head. See the 
hiftory of the grand Duke ^rdinand, and 
Lithgow, p. 103. 


Paffage 
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Pajfage des Feuillans. 

The paflage of the Feuillans which 
oommunicatcs with the Thuilleiles, on 
account of its connedlion with the Na- 
tional Affembly, will always lac fpoken 
of as long as the memory of the Revolu- 
tion fhall live. 7'here \vas formerly, that 
is, tw^enty years ago, a grotto in this 
paflage of (hell- work, conflru6led at the 
expence of Gafton d’OrIcans, which 
grotto was alfo a chapel ; near it flood a 
blind beggar who got fomething almoft of * 
every paflenger, not fo much on account 
of his infirmity, as for the fake of the 
verfes which were pafled againft the 
wall, and had been given jhim by Piron, 
who probably having no gold or filver, 
bad prefente«rthe blind man with a Poet’s 
coin. The verfes were never printed in 

Piron’s 
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Piron’s works, and can hardly be faid to 
have been ever pubiiflied. It was not in 
my power ,to rranlcribe them whilft they 
were upon» the board, but I here give an 
exad copy as communicated to me by a 
very learned and moft amiable profeflor 
of the belles lettres at Caen, Monfieur 
hluifant ; 

Chretiens, au nom du tout puiflant, 

Faitcs moi I’aiimone en paiTant ; 

Le malhtiireux, qui la demande, 

•jNe verm point qui la fera. 

Mais Dieu, qui voit tout, le verra; 

Je le prirai, quiU vous la rende. 

TRANSLATION. 

Hail, Chriftians, ever meek and bland ! 

In God^s name an alms I afk, 

Thefe eyes ne’er fee the ready hand 
That performs the pious taflt : 

But to th’ all feeing God Fil ^ay, 

And he your bounty will repay. 

Pre- 
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Prediblion de Voltaire'. 

Du z Avril, 1764. 


^mt ce que je yois jcte les femences 
d une revolution qui arrivera immanqua- 
hlementi et dont je daurai pas k plaijir 
d'etre temoin, 

Les Francois ejrrivent tard a touty mais 
enjin Us arrivent. 

La lumiere s'eji tellement repandue dc 
procbe en procbe ; quon eclatera d la pre- 
miere occafion, et alors ce fera un beau ia- 
page. 

Les jetmes gens font bienheureuXy Us 
verront de beUes cbojes. 


Atbeifm, 
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Aiheifm, 

Atheiftb of all countries feem to have 
taken refuge at Paris from the days of 
Lucilio Vanini down to the time of Da- 
vid Hume, who courted the reputation of 
a free-thinker even to the exclufion of a 
frft caufe, and yet was much fliockedand 
affronted with Madame Mallet, becaufe 
at the Abbe Noailles table Ihe included 
him in her addrcls to the company, * nous 
autre s Athee s' The very appellation of 
Atheifm feems, as it were, to affright its pro- 
feflors, and how'ever ftrongly impelled by 
vanity they labour in the clofet to acquire 
the name, in public they recoil at the title. 
Is this the cafe or only an exception in 
favour of a modeff Scotfman. 

In 
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In Louis the Fourteenth’s reign if yoiS 
wiflied for court favour, it was more eafy 
to obtain it as a notorious Athcift, than 
as a luke-warm Janfenift. When the 
Duke of Orleans was going to command 
the armies of Philip V. King of Spain, 
Louis XIV. alked him whom he took with 
him ? The Duke named Fonterpuis to 
his Majefty. * What !’ faid the King, 
“ my nephew, the fon of that mad enthu- 
** fiaft of a woman, who has been trutn- 
“ peting aloud the prailes of Doctor Ar- 
“ naud, the Janfenift ! No — no— I do 
“ not chufe that you Ihould have him 
** with you.” — “ Sue,” replied the 
Prince, I am totally ignorant of what 
“ the mother has been doing, but as to 
“ tlje fon’s being a Janfenift, 'why he 
“ does not believe even in God !” — “ Is 
** that poflibie !” cried the King ; “ and 
“ are you fure of it ? Then in that cafe 

“ there 
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** there is nothing wrong, and you may 

take him with you.” His Majefty 

had been tjfught to believe, that to have 
no religion at all was a fmall fault in com- 
parilon with the horrid impiety and un- 
pardonable offence of Janfenifm, 

Jin Addrefs to the People of Paris. 

Brave citizens of Paris ! Conquerors 
of the Baftille ! whofe patriotic zeal has 
been fo inftrumental in effe<9;ing a revo- 
lution which is to give happinefs to your 
country, if you are not fpoilt by fucccfs, 
liften to my counfel. I am old and full 
of experience, and have refledled much 
and often on the events of which I have 
been a witnefs ; I am neither prieft, nor 
monk, nor noble, but one of the people, 
and I am proud of my rank. I fee clear- 
ly, my friends, that you are mifled; I 

fee 
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fee that you have been inflamed for your 
, dwn deftruiStion, in order to* give your 
tyrants a pretext to deceive' you, and 
flrengthen the hands of oppreffion. Let 
us reafon coolly on this matter, and fee if 
I am wrong. 

The obje(Jl of your wifhes is govern- 
ment ; is it not true ? You want laws ; 
and what do they give you ? inflamma- 
tory compofitions, writings calculated to 
perfuade you to the very a^ls which every 
kw condemns. What is the obje£l of 
thefe writings, of thefe infernal pens 
which fuggeft murder and parricide, and 
prompt to a<Ss of brutality and ferociouf- 
nefs ? Why, I will tell you ; their objeft 
is to wade to empire through your blood# 
and make your bodies the fteps that lead 
to the throne. If the acquifition of laws 
be your object and petition# you muft be- 
gin 
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gin by obeying them ; do you wifh fot 
proteiSion? 'reverence the laws: would 
you be free ? rcfped the legillature. The 
laws are the* only bulwarks of liberty and 
fccurity. Where thefe are not obeyed* 
force and violence command, and no one 
is free, and no one is fecure ; but he who 
is mafter to-day, and ufes his power to 
Hrip, fpoil, and aflaffinate, fhall himfelf to- 
morrow be expofed to the fame treatment 
by one vrtio is ftronger than himfelf. 
But the law which affords equal protec- 
tion to all, will defend us from thefe 
abufes. 

The moment you fufpeft a man, your 
uniform plan has been to call out d la 
lanterne ; but is there one among you 
that is not fubjeft in his turn to this 
alarming cry from the firft madman that 

VoL. II. T he 



he meets who lhall take an offence at the 
look of his face, or the colour of his coat. 

Where every man fets up for being 
mafter, the conclufion generally is, that 
every one is a flave ; fome artful indivi- 
dual eftablifhes his authority on the 
ground of a general confulion, and every 
one is obliged to fubmit, and out of an 
innumerable multitude of claims one only 
is acknowledged. Licentioufnefs is the 
fruitful parent of flavery, and this is the 
exaft point to which thofe wifh to con- 
dudt you, who by concealed fprings and 
invifible machinery, excite to afts of li- 
bertinifm and illegal procefs. 

' The great injury which is done by thefe 
means is done to yourfelves. Who is it 
that fiip'ports the people ? Why the rich, 
who buy your labours, and purchaie your 
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induftry with their wealth. But your 
horrors and^ your excefles have driven 
them all from you, and your inftigators 
have leized all the property which the 
wretched fugitives have not been able to 
carry with them, but you have none of 
it ; commerce is dead, and labour ftands 
flill ; the merchant and (hop-keeper are 
reduced to live on their means, and can 
neither employ the people, nor feed them 
on the miferable pittance of their lavings. 
The National AlTembly was the magnet 
of attraction to an innumerable crowd of 
(Irangers, who came continually to Paris 
to fee fo novel a fight, a fight which had 
not occurred during the fpace of more 
than one hundred and feventy years. The 
numbers of the curious were ever increa- 
fing, and the wealth of foreign nations 
was circulating through the country, but 
if now circulates no longer. The exhi- 
T 2 bitions 



[ l^6 3 

bitions an^ fpe(£lacles of dreajl and horror 

whicli you have prefetrted to thefe vifitors, 

Tverc fuch as no enlightened nation could 

» 

bear; the travellers are all fled, all but 
the fcum and outcafts of their own coun- 
try ; the rich, the curious, and the inqui- 
fitive, are gone : they are all departed, 
and none are come to fucceed them. 1 
pray you who is the fufferer in this ktfs 
but yourfelves ? The folemnity of the 
States General might have been made 
a river of wealth and abundance to 
France, but in your hands it is become 
a fource of mifery. In* driving ftrangers 
from your coafts you have furthered the 
projeft of thole who wilhed to cut off 
your relburccs by intercepting them your- 
felves. 

You are naturally a kind and compaf* 
fionatc people. Is any one hurt or 

wounded 
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ViQOunded in your ftreets, you fly to his 
relief, and ajre lavifli both of pity, and al- 
fiftance. How comes it that by fome 
wretched fatality you have all at once 
changed your charafter ? Take back, I 
liefeech you, that which nature has given 
you, and become once again humane and 
benevolent ; you have ever been honoured 
in the eyes of other nations for thefe pe- 
culiar virtues, and you have hitherto en- 
joyed the reputation of them ; but what 
do they fay now ? I draw a veil over thole 
horrors which of late have lb terrified our 
fenfes, and leave you, the aiSlors of the 
tragedies, to refled whether favage cruelty 
be the charaderiflic of a free man, or 
murder and afiaflination the hafe of liberty. 

Need I alk you, do you love your chil- 
dren? I already know your anfwer, moft 
paflionately. Tremble, then, for what' I 
T 3 am 
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am going to fay ; when you cut off heads 
before them, and applaud thofe who cut 
them off, and exhibit thefe heads with 
parade and triumph, what do you do but 
low the feeds of' cruelty in their hearts ; 
and point out to them, as it were with an 
index, the cei tain road to dellrudlion ? 
Cruelty will beget brutality, and brutality 
is always criminal, and muft fooncr or 
later be facrificed to law and juftice. The 
intereft of your children is your own in- 
tereft, take care how you lofe light of 
this great and fundameiual principle. 


EX, 
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EXTRACT 

FROM 

FROISSART’S CHRONYCLES. 

Fo. LXXXVIU. Vol. 1. Pynfon, 1523. 

^ Howe the Provojl of the Marcbmies 
of Paris Jlewe thre Knyghtes in 
the Regentes Chambre, 

IN this feafoii that the thre eftates fhus 
ruled : there rofe in dyvers countrees 
certayne manere of people tallying them- 
felfe companyons, and they made warr 
to every man. The noble m^n of the 
realme of France and the prelates of holy 
church began to waxe wery of the rule 
and ordynance of the thre eftates : and fix 
gave up their rule, and fuffred the Pro- 
T 4 vojft 
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voft of the marchantes to mcdyll wkii 
fome of the burgeflcsof Paris, bycaufc 
they medled farther thane . they were 
plcafed withal. So on a day the regent 
of France vras in the palays of Paris, 
with many noble men and prelates with 
hym. 

The Provoft than affembled a great 
nombre of commons of Parys, fuch as 
were of his opynion, and all they ware 
hattes of one colour : to the entent to be 
knowen. The Provoft came to the pa- 
lays with his men about him, and entred 
into the Duke’s charabre : and ther 
egerly he defyred hym that he wolde 
take on hym the medlying of the buiy- 
nefle of the realme of Frahce : that 
the realme which pertayned to him by 

enherytance might be better kept, and 

that 
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tlivat fuch companyons as goeth about 
the realme wraftyng, robbying, and pyl- 
liiige the f^me, might be fubdued. The 
Duke anfwered howe he wolde gladly, 
cntende therto yf he had wherwith : 
and faid they that rcceyve the profet 
and the rights pertayning to the realme 
ought to do it yf it be done or nat, report 
me. 

So they multiplied fuch wordes bytwenc 
them, that thre of the greateil of the 
Duke’s counfay le were ther flayne fo near 
him, thae his clothes were all blody with 
their blode, and he himfelfe in great pe- 
ryll : but there was fette one of their 
battes on his heed, and he was fayne there 
to pardon the deth of his thj'e knyghtes, 
two of armcs and the thyrd of the lawe : 
the one called the Lorde Robert of Clere- 


mont. 
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mont, a ryght nobleman, another tfefe 
Lord of Coflans, and the Knyghte of the 
Jawe, the Lord Symonde of Bjjcy. 


^ Of the begynmng of the ryfng of the 
Commons called faquero in Beauvofyn. 

Cap. C. LXXXII, 

AFTER the delyveraunce of the King 
of Naver ther began a mervcloufe tribu- 
lacion in the realme of France, as in 
Beauvofyn, in Bry, on the river of Marne 
in Leamoys,- and about Seoflbns : for 
certain people of the common vyllages 
without any ^eed or ruler, aflembled toge- 
ther in Beauvofyn. In the begynning they 

oafled 
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« 

J^ed nat a hundred in numbre : they 
faj^ howe the noble men of the realme of 
France, knyghtes and fquyers (hamed 
the realme, and that it fliulde be great 
wclth to deftroy them all, and eche of 
them fayd it was true, and fayd all with 
one voyce, fhame have he that dothe nat 
his power to diftroy all the gentylmen of 
the realme. Thus they gathered togyder 
without any other counfayle and without 
any armure : favyng with ftaves and 
lynyves, and lb went to the houle of a 
knyght dwelling therby, and brake up, 
the houlc, and flewe the knyght and his 
lady, and all his children great and lixiall, 
and brent his houfe, and than they went 
to a nother c.aftel, and took the knyght 
thereof, and boundc hym fall to a Hake : 
and than vyolated his wife and doughtcr 
before his face, and than llewe the lady, 
and his doUghter, and all his other chyl- 
2 dren. 
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dren, and than flewe the knjght by gr^t 
torment, and brent and bcatc dowi/thc 
caflell : and fo they dyd to dj’vers other 
caftelles and good houfes : and tliey mul- 
tiplied fo that th^ were a fix thoufand, 
and ever as they went forvrarde they en- 
crealed, for fuche lyke as they wcie fell 
ever to them, fo that every gentylman 
fled fro them and tooke their wyves and 
chyldren with them, and fleddc X or XX 
leagues to be in furetie, and left theii 
houfes voyde, and their goodes therin. 

■ Thelc myfchcvous people thus aflembled 
without capitayne or armoure : robbed 
brent and flewe all gentylmen they could 
lay handes on : and forced and ravylhed 
ladyes and damofels and dyd fuche 
fliamcful dcdes that no humayne creatuie 
ought to think on any fuche. 


And 
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\nd he that dyd moft mifchiefe was 
moft preafed with them and greateft malf^ 
ter : I dare nat wryte the horryble dcdes 
that they dyd to ladyes and damolelles* 
Amonge other they flewe a knyght, and 
after dyd put him on a broche, and rofted 
hym at the fyre ; in the fight of the lady 
his wyfe and his chyldren, and after that 
the lady had been enforced and ravifhed 
with a X Of XX thei made her perforce 
to eat of her hufband, and after made her 
to dy an yvell deth and all her chyldren. 
They made among them a Kynge, one of 
Cleremont in Beauvofyn : they chofe 
him that was moft ungraciouft of all 
other, and they called hym Kyng Jaques 
Goodman : and fo therby they were cal- 
led companyons of the Jaquery. They 
diftroyed and brent in the countrcy of 
Beauvofyn, about Corby, Amyenfe, and 
Mbnrdydier, mo than threfcore good 
I houfcs 
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houies and ftrong caftelles.. In lyke 
planner thefe unhappy people were in 
Bry and Ahhoyes : fo that all the ladyes 
knyghtes, and Sqtiyers of that countrey 
were fayne to fly away to Meaulx in Bry, 

as well the Duches of Normandy and 

* * 

the Duches of Orlyaunce, as dyvers 
other ladyes and damofels, or els they 
had been vyolated and after murdred. 

Alfb ther \Vere a certayhe of the fame 
ungracyous peple bytwene Parys and 
Noyon, and bytwene Parys and Soyflons, 
and all about in the land of Coucy, in the 
county of Valovs, bytwene Brieche and 
Loan : Noyon and Soyflons. There were 
brent and diftroyed mo than a hundred, 
caflelles and good houfes of knyghtes 
and Squyers in that countrey. 


Howe 
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^ Howe the Provojl of the Marchantes 
of Parys caufed walks to be made 
about the cytie of Parys. 

Cap. LXXXIII. 

WHEN the gentylmen of Bcauvofyn, 
of Corboys of Vermandoys and of other 
landes where as thefe myfchevous peple 
were converfant : fawe the * woodnefle 
amonge them, they fent for focours to 
their fiendes into Flanders, to Brabant, 
to Heynauk, and to Behayne : fo there 
came fro all parties. And fo all thefe 
Centylmcn Grangers wath them of the 
countrey aflembled togyder : and dyd 
fette on thefe peple where they might find 
them and flcv.c and hanged them up6n 
trees by heapes. 


^ Madnefs. 


The 
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The King of Naver on a day flewo^t 
them mo than thre thoufande : befyde 
Cleremonnt in Beauvofyn. If was tyme 

ff 

to take them up : for and they had been 
all togydcr afiembled, they were mo than 
a hundred thoufande: and when they 
were deraaundcd why they dyd fo yvell 
dedes, they wolde anfwcre and lay they 
coude nat tell : but that they dyd as they 
fawe other do, thynkyng thereby to have 
diftroyed all the nobles and gentylmcn of 
the worlde. 


Vtrjt 



[ *89 j 


Fir^ Servant of the State, 

Dr. Price and Dr. Prieftley both agree, 
that a king is the firft fervant to the peo- 
ple for good, but that he is improperly 
called Sovereign Lord, becaule he is a li- 
mited Monarch ; Parliament, or the peo- 
ple being the only fovereign. This was 
allb the language of Van Berkel, Gyzlaer, 
and Roo de Weftmaas on the memorial 
of Monlieur dc Thulemeyer from the 
court at Berlin upon the infult offered to 
the Princcfs of Orange. The Dutch re- 
publicans declared, that a fovereign ftate 
could never confent to make excufes to 
the wife of its firft fervant. In order to 
avoid all altercation for the future, and to 
put off all occafion of difpute about names, 
what a king is to be called, or how he is 
Yol. II, U to 
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to be defcribed, the fafoft and the bcH 
way will be to follow the example of 
James the Firft, and fey with him, 
“ That I am a fervant is moft true; I 
never will be alhamed to confefs it my 
principal honour to be the great fervant 
“ of the commonwealth.” Journals Com, 
I. 145, March 22, 1603. In thefe days 
it will be wife for every monarch to de- 
clare thefe fentiments, and Ipeak this lan-^ 
guage on his acceffion to the throne. 

In abfolute governments,” fays Lord 
Bolingbroke, “ the puWic fervice is to 
the prince ; in free governments a prin- 
“ cipal fervice is due to the ftate ; even 
“ in fuch a limited monarchy as our own, 
“ the King is but the firft fervant of th» 
“ people.” 


La 
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La Fayette, 

It is a queilion that has often been alk- 
cd, why the King of Pruffia fliould im- 
prifon la Fayette, and Ihow fo much re- 
fentment to a General who left his army, 
to come to Paris in order to call the Na- 
tional Affembly and the whole city fb ac- 
count for its moft outrageous treatment 
of the King on the twentieth of June : to 
lay nothing of his fervices in Handing for 
the place of mayor, and the great mino- 
rity in which he was left on that eleflion : 
to pafs over the perfidious tricks of Pe- 
thion and the Jacobins, who, on his arri- 
val at Paris, lent agents and fpies charged 
with louis d’ors to corrupt his army : to 
omit, in (hort, many other particulars 
which Teemed to prove that la Fayette 
U 3 wa? 
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was the faft friend of the King, or.^at 
leaft, ftrenuoufly active in the fervice of 
his country, in order to eftablifli for her 
a government fomewherc between an ah* 
folute monarchy, and the defpotifm of a 
republic. But it is pretty generally be- 
lieved, that the principle on which all 
thefe exertions were made was felf, and 
the General’s own particular aggrandize- 
ment ; that every other confideration was 
lecondary in his mind, and that he had 
ambition enough to wifh, and to endeavour 
to be firft man in the kingdom, and re- 
Iblution enough to ftick at nothing to pro- 
cure him this pre-eminence ; affeding 
the maxim of a tyrant borrowed from a 
poet — ‘ That if wrong and robbery were 
excufable, it was on the fcore of empire.’ 
The proof of thefe charges is drawn chiefly 
from the general tenor of la Fayette’s 
coudud ; and from a defign which he 

had 



t 293 ] 

had planned of feizing the government 
!■ 

on the 5th and 6th of Oftober, 1789^ 
with the aid" of Monlieur d’Orlcans, who 

ft 

as the tool of la Fayette, it was intended, 
Ihould have murdered the royal family 
at Verlailles by his myrmidons, and then 
be put to death in his turn by the com- 
mander in chief at the head of the national 
guards, who were to revenge the King’s 
murder. The field would then have been 
open for la Fayette to have proclaimed 
himfelf protedor. Two things are, it is 
laid, certain, that the Duke of Orleans 
was at Verfailles on the fifth in difguife, 
and that la Fayette, after having promifed 
to proted the King, retired to a corner 
incognito on a pretext of writing to the 
National Aflembly. 

It may be urged, probably, that theft 
tranfadions were of an early date> and 

had 
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had been effaced by later fervices ; bul I 
doubt much if they ever were forgot. 
When la Fayette was imprifoned he was 
in theafl of defertion and robbery, having 
taken with him the military cheft as the 
companion of his flight. I cannot fee 
what hopes fuch a man can entertain of 
erfcaping undetected, who endeavours to 
cheat both parties. 

Rttreat of the Duke of Brunfwick. 

The caufe of the fudden and hitherto 
unaccountable retreat of the Duke of 
Brunfwick from France, feems to have 
been as little knowm as the man in the 
iroji malk, or any other myfterious per- 
fonage in the hiftory of modern times. 
It Ought not, however, to be concealed 
that the rctrogade movements of the Pruf- 
flan army INIve been attributed, and with 

great 
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great pkufibility, to the fuperior talents 
of Dumourier for negociatioii, who at the 
moment he.was going to be routed with 
all his forces, contrived, like Fabius, to 
lave himlelf by delay and procraftination. 
During this interval and cefiation of hof- 
tilities, the French General procured a 
letter to be written by the King of France 
to the Pruffian monarch, in which Louis 
Seize befeeched the King of Pruffia not 
tp advance a ftep farther in his country if 
he wilhed not to involve the King and all 
the royal family of France in one com- 
mon rpaffacre, The letter had the de- 
lired effeft, and the Puke of Brunl'wick 
was ordered to retire. '1 he myftery thus 
explained accounts for the excellent order 
that accompanied the retreat, to which M. 
Kellcrman himfelf has given his volun- 
tary teftimony without alfigning any rea- 
Ibn why he made no attempt to difturb it. 

From 


I 
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Prom this momeat the hopes of ^ the 
French were raifed to an" uncommon 
|ntch, and their pretenfions exalted much 
beyond the attainment of dommon ad- 
vantages. The fpirits, too, of the demo- 
crates of other countries were elevated to 
an aftonifhing height of prefumption, and 
they began with eagernefs to colle^l: to- 
gether, and to affociate for the purpofe of 
levelling with the dull: every crowned 
head in Europe, and bringing down .to 
their own llandard every individual who 
ihould be higher or ilronger than them- 
felves. 


'ExtraSt 
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ExtraSf from Mar couvi He's Recuell Me* 
morabhf a Paris 15^4, i, 

* MAIS c*eft chofe hiervellleuferaent 
ctraiige que la France foit deveiiue fi fan* 
guinaire, furieule, et enrag^e, veu que 
Trogus Pompeius a laifie par ecrit que 
les anciens Romains trouverent par expe* 
riendc qu’il n’y avoit fous le foleil gent 
mieux advifee, ny de mcilleur coufell, ny 
plus prudente, que la nation Fran9oi{e. 
Parquoy s’il voyoit malntenant le people 
Francois ainll tumultueux, guerroyant, et 
foudroyant Tun centre I’autre, a bon droit 
il pourroit dire ; ce ne font pas des Fran- 
cois, car le Pere ell: divife contie le fils, 
le frere eft armc centre le frere, le voilin 
tuc le voifin, bref, tout eft fi noefle qu’il 
fernble que tous ayent jure un debat irre- 

VoL. II. X concilcabl© 
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condJeable entre eux, voire jufqu* a chaf- 
fer les uns, les autres de leurS maifons, et 
les plus forts ruiiier et demolir'les maifons 
ct forterefles des defcliafles, les pillc- 
rics font fi frequentes, et les meurtres fi 
ordinaires, qu’il femble qu’on ne face que 
fe jouer du fang humain. Je ne cognois 
rien en ce pcuple icy, de I’humanite et 
debonnairette des anciens Francois, mais 
ceux cy me femble plus tot eftre lyons 
afiamez, ou tygres enrages, on dragons 
envenimes, que hommes raifqnnables, 
car ils ne tiennent aucune chofe de I’hu- 
manite. Voila quoi pourroit direTro- 
gus, s’il revenoit au monde.* 


FINIS. 
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